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The President-elect of the Southern Seminary. 


Although Dr. John P. Greene has not yet signified his acceptance of the 


_ presidency of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, to which he was 


elected by the trustees at their meeting ii >uisville, May 13, it is thought by 
his friends that there is no doubt he wii Je in favor of the Louisville 
school. Missouri Baptists are urging him toremain at William Jewell College 
and carry on the important work there, and: they are hopeful that they may 
thus persuade him; but the call to Louisvills is generally felt to be a larger 
and higher call which he will be likely to accept. Some of the facts about 
his life: will be welcome to many northern readers who feel a keen interest in 
the man who seems likely to succeed Dr. Whitsitt. 

John Priest Greene, D.D., LL.D., was born in Scotland County, Missouri, in 
1849. He is an alumnus of La Grange College, the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, and the University of Leipsic. After traveling extensively 
in Europe, he returned to this country in 1880 to accept the pastorate of the 
East Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky. In 1882 he became pastor of the Third 

_ Baptist Church, St. Louis, Mo., where he became known as one of the most 
popular and successful ministers in the United States. 
In 1892 he resigned the pastorate to become the president of William Jewell 
| College, Libeity, Mo. Since that time, the endowment and student attendance 
of the college have been largely increased. During his administration, the num- 
ber of college buildings has been increased from five to ten,water works have 
been put in, and a steam-heating plant installed. The facu'ty numbers 
twenty-seven and the student attendance (315) represents eighteen states. 
Under Dr. Greene’s able and progressive management William Jewell has 
become one of the foremost Baptist colleges of the West. Connected with the 
college is the Jeremiah Vardeman School of Theology with an attendance 
of 120 students. Its alumni occupy important pulpits in all parts of our coun-~ 
try, and already they are organizing to influence Dr. Greene to remain where 
he is. 
| Dr. Greene is a frequent contributor to the religious press. He has been 
-many times honored by the great denomination of which he is so distinguished 
_a member, having served as president of the American Baptist Education So- 


| ciety and in other important positions. 
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“O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make it known ; in wrath remember mercy.”—Had. iz7 : 2. 


Habakkuk lived and prophesied in the times immedi-, 
ately preceding the overthrow of Jerusalem by Nebu- 
-chadnezzar, and hence was contemporary with Jeremiah. 
His “burden” was different from Jeremiah’s. ‘The 
weeping Prophet” endeavored to save his nation from _ 
utter destruction, by persuading the people to submit to 
the Chaldeans. But his efforts were in vain. In the 
madness of their unbelief they rejected his preposals 
_ with scorn, counted him a traitor to his country, and 
mocked him and imprisoned him and threatened him 
with death. Doubtless Habakkuk sympathized with 
_Jeremiah’s holy purposes and noble efforts. But God 
*gave him a distinct and peculiar message. With.him 
ethe destruction.of the natiou.was.aforegone conclusion. 
He did not try to turn the people from their folly and 
madness; he knew the land was doomed. He saw, with 
the eye of a seer, the Chaldeans, “that bitter and hasty 
nation,” marching through the breadth of the earth; 
_ their horses were swifter than leopards and more fierce 
than the evening wolves; they scoffed at kings and held 
princes in derision; they demolished every stronghold 
and laid waste the whole land. In inspired vision he 
_ already stood amid the ruins of his country, to speak a 
word of hope for the future. God gave hima message 
of promise, and said to him, ‘Write the vision, and 
make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
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it. For the vision is yet for the appointed time, and it 
hasteth towards the end and shall not lie: though it 
tarry wait for it; becanse it shall surely come, it will” 
not delay.” The fair work of God, the result of genera- 
tions of mercy and blessing, was utterly destroyed. 
Around the seer, on every hand, were the blackened 
ruins. Death reigned over city and temple, and village 
and vineyard. But he had faith in God. “The just 


shall live by his faith.” He saw the prond Chaldean, 


whose might was his god, overthrown by the Almighty 
God. ‘Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all the 
remnants of the peoples shall spoil thee; because of 
men’s blood, and for the violence done to the land, to 
the city and to allthat dwelltherein.” ‘“Thecup of the 
Lord’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, and foul 
shame shall be upon thy glory.” The Lord was still in 
His Holy Temple on High, and He would come forth for 
the salvation of His people. Thus standing amid the 
ruins of God’s fair work, and yet waiting in faith for the 
salvation of the Lord, the prophet offered this prayer, | 
“QO Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in 
the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remem- 
ber mercy !” 

Will_you look at the present sad state of the Lord’s 
work, the moral and spiritual ruin that surrounds.us It 
should not to: require the eye of a seer, a divinely 
illuminated vision, to see this desolation. Those that 
are not prophets may see it, if they will do so. Yet, as 
it was in Jeremiah’s time, there are many false pro- 
phets, crying, “Peace, peace; when there is no peace,” 
men that have no “understanding of the times, to know 
what Israel ought to do.” And many people prefer 
pleasant falsehoods to unpleasant truths; they will not 
look the facts squarely in the face. 

I shall not ask you to consider the whole world. The 
vast spiritual destitution of the world would appall you, 
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‘and make yon fear that even the Almighty God is not 
able to build up the waste places. And I shall not 
‘dwell upon the destitution of our own land, though I 
think it would do us good to gaze upon the waste 
places of our country. Many evil causes are at work 
day and night, destroying the work of God. A vast 
stream of godless people is flowing every year into our 
land. Languages and customs and false systems of 
religion make it difficult to reach these people with the 
pure Gospel. And in many respects our own people are 
as bad as they are,and thus two corrupt streams are _ 
flowing together, forming one mighty stream which I 
fear will surpass all bounds and lay waste our fairland. 
But I call your attention to our own city, and to owr- 
selves asa part of the city. I have no disposition to/ 
exaggerate the wickedness of St. Louis; I desire to take) 
a cool, rational view of things. _And I hope I shall not! 
~make the mistake of laying the stress on the wr ong| 
things. As a Christian, I must deplore the non-church- 
going habit of our people, and also their desecration of 
the Lord’s day. And asa citizen, I deprecate intemper- 
ance, and would gladly see every saloon closed. In- 
deed my heart is set against every vice that afflicts our 
city. But I know that vicious and irreligious habits 
are only effects of a potent cause. As longas the cause 
remains at work these or similar effects will be pro- 
duced. Most of our people do not fear God and try to 
keep His commandments. They have no faith in God. 
As long as their hearts are full of unbelief their lives - 
will be ungodly, if not in one way, then in another. 
The people are unsaved, without hope and without God 
in the world. spiritually dead. Vital godliness rests 
upon a living faith in God. I would strike at the cause 
of this spiritual desolation, the wnbelicf of our people. 
In vain do we point to our schools and libraries and 
museums and churches. What are these things worth 
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to the people that have no fear of God before their eyes? 
Look at the lack of practical godliness. How many of 
vur people are living holy, humble, unselfish, righteous 
lives? How many love God with all their hearts and 
their neighbors as themselves? Most of them are making 
no effort to live the life of Christ. Many of those that 
profess to be Christians are corrupt in their hearts, pro- 
fane in their language, and untrustworthy in their lives. 
The profession of faith in God does not carry the weight 
with it that it should carry. But the world is now be- 
ginning to demand of the Christian what God has al- 
ways required of him, a holy, unselfish, simple, upright, 
loving life. When we take an inventory of the religious 
stock of the community we must count not the Church 
members, but the people that believe in Christ and re- 
produce His life in their daily lives. I know there are 
many such people in St. Louis, many in the churches, 
and many outside the churches, and I thank God for 
them all. But if we judge the tree by the fruit—and 
we have aright to do so, we must do so—we must see 
that thousands and tens of thousands of our neigh- 
bors are in unbelief, “in the gall of bitterness and in 
the bond of iniquity.” Our streets are alive with 
spiritually dead souls. Some of us are deploring the 
times as worse than former times. “Say not thou, 
What is the cause that the former days were better 
than these? for thou dost not inquire wisely concerning 
this.” Some are deploring the empty pews, thinking 
al! would be well if the people were members of the 
churches. But  ecclesiasticism is not Christianity. 
Let us remember that “neither is circumcision any- 
thing, nor uncirecumcision but a new creature,” 
“but the keeping of the commandments of God.” In 
our public life, in our business life, in our church life, 
and in our home life there is an appalling lack of vital 


godliness. Even a casual observer may see that I am 
speaking of facts and not. of fiction. 
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y «Our public life is far below the standard of righteous- 
ness. Far be it from me to rail against those that are 
in authority. It is the solemn duty of the Christian 
to speak respectfully of his rulers. Bitter and heedless 
criticism of public officers-is one of the great evils of 
our times. It is a sin “to rail at dignities.” And I do 
not insist that our public men shall be members of a 
church. Keclesiasticism should not be brought into pol- 
itics. In many countries all the officials are church 
members; but are the governments any better on that 
account? A State Church means bigotry and persecu-. 
tion. Let us beware of this diabolical evil in our own 
country. The world has had quite enough of it. I 
should be ashamed to vote for a mau simply because he 
is a member of a Baptist church. But we do expect our 
ralers to love justice and mercy and truth. Our officers 
should be men of unswerving integrity. There are 
many righteous men in places of public trust, and it is 
our duty to honor them with a righteous support. But 
there are also many corrupt men in public offices; men 
that fear not God and regard not man. They have a 
tender regard for wire-pullers and debased voters! 
These men not only rush forward and offer themselves 
for office, a shameless piece of egotism, but they also 
use the most dishonest means to accomplish their self- 

ish purposes. Of course, as a rule, our best men shun 
politics. They will not enter into a contest in which the 
basest methods are used. Look at the horde of politi- 
cal aspirants. Most of them are men that will not 
work, or that have tried many things and failed in all ; 
men that regard public office as a means of private 
gain. I heard the other day of a man being put into a 
most responsible office by his friends, because he was 
in debt to them, and he promised to pay them if they 
would get him the office. ‘‘The boys” havn’t got their 
money yet/ Look at the poor creatures that swarm 
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around the Court House and the City Hall, and the 
Four Courts, waiting for the erumbs that fall from the 
tables of their political masters. Stand amid the ruins 
and be unmoved, if you can do so! 

There is also a lack of Godliness in our business life. 
I am not one of those that believe that every successful 
man is dishonest, that all fortunes are made by unfair 
means. I know that many of our business men are 
striving to do right. I have confidence in their integri- 
ty. But there are many tricks in all trades. While 


_thousands are making money in an honest way, thou- 


sands are also getting rich by foul means. “Business 
is business,” is a very good motto; but it is made the 
excuse of a great leal of disohnesty and of much op- 
pression. Many abusiness manisacruel tyrant. ‘ Be- 
hold, the tears of such as were oppressed, and they had 
no comforter; and on the side of the oppressor there 
was power, but they had nocomforter.” But the grind- 
ing monopolist is not the only unrighteous business 
man. Those that work for wages are often untrust- 
worthy in their work, and unrighteous in their demands, 
and oppressive in their treatment of their fellow-men. _ 
Men can be unrighteous in small things as well as in 
great things. The sore evil of the time is this, men | 
want something for nothing. Men make haste, by hook 
or by crook to become rich. Thus they fall into the 
snare of the evil one, and pierce themselves through with 
a thousand sorrows. You gaze withadmiration and as- 
tonishment at the business prosperity of our city; but. 
you must also look at the financial wrecks all around 
you. When you think of the great victory you must 
not forget the victims. Walk over the field of battle 
and look at the heaps of the slain, before you boast 
much of the victory. Where one man succeeds in busi- 


“ness, perhaps twenty-five fail. All failures cannot be 


traced to unrighteous dealings. Yet I venture the as- 


re 
ok 
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sertion that seventy-five financial misfortunes out of 
every hundred can be traced directly to unsound and 
unrighteous business methods. And I may safely say 
that most of the people that are out of employment, lost 
their places on account of laziness, or carelessness, or 
dishonesty, or drunkenness. Behold, the desolation 
that sin has wrought in the business world. 

Shall I call your attention to the lack of vital godli- 
ness in our church life? I hope to avoid exaggeration 
here, as elsewhere. But I think that many of our 
churches are far below the standard of a true church of 
Christ. A church of Christ is a simple brotherhood of 
godly people. These people have turned from sin unto 
God, and have consecrated their lives to holy living and 
well-doing. A church is not a worldly institution. It 
is not run on worldly principles for worldly ends. Men 
should not join a church in order “‘to get into society,” 
nor to help themselves along in business. Love is the 
ruling principle of the true church life. All the breth- 
ren meet on the same plain. All are one in Christ. 
There is neither Jew, nor Greek ; neither bond, nor free ; 
neither poor, nor rich. The minister is a servant, not 
a ruler. Nothing but his loving service entitles him 


_to respect and gives him authority. But this word 


“minister,” has nearly lost its New Testament meaning. 
And many of our churches have departed from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ. Many people in our city regard 
our churches as fashionable clubs, exclusive circles of 
would-be “‘nice people.” Do you say they have no right 
todo so? Maybe not. Yet where there is a great deal 
of smoke there must be some fire. Can we deny that 


many of our churches make a great worldly display ? 


We spend a great deal of money on ourselves and very 
little on our needy neighbors. Many churches that 
spend $10,000 on themselves do not give $5,000 for the 
spread of the gospel and the relief of the poor. A min- 
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ister of a large church once told me that a man had to 
be worth $20,000 in order to be a respectable member 
of his church. I am not dealing out smart criticisms of 


our church life. But where is that high and holy living 


enjoined by the Master? Where is that passion for 
soul-winning that animated the first Christians and 
made them zealous in every good word and work? 
What are our church members doing to save the people 
of St. Louis? Some of our churches don’t seem to know 
that they are in St. Louis: It has not dawned upon 
them, that thousands of their neighbors are perishing 
in sin, and that they are specially commissioned by the 
Father of all to carry the gospel to every one of these 
perishing thousands. Not one church member in five 
in St. Louis—do I overstate it?—is earnestly trying to 
lead his neighbors to the Savior. Alas! not one in five 
lives in such a way that he is fit to do this grand work! 

Will you now look at our home life? The home is the 
most sacred spot on earth.. Nothing else is so necessary 
to our welfare as a pure domestic life. The home comes 
before the church of Christ, for it was before it. In the 
beginning of our race God founded the family, and He 
was a regular visitor in that first home; it was His first 
temple on earth, and there was His first altar. Nearly 
all the good in the world originates in the home, and 
nearly all the evil too, has its origin there. God 
made it the duty of His ancient people to honor His 
name and respect his laws in their familes. Fathers 


were commanded to tell their children the wonderful 


acts of God, and to teach them His holy precepts. When 
family religion decayed the nation went into sin and 
idolatry. Many people now vainly suppose that bad 
laws are the source of all our evils. Legislatures are 
trying to make the people moral and upright. But the 
root of the matter is in our home life. If every home 
were pure and godly the legislator and the judge and the 
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lawyer would have little todo. But while the home 
continues to send forth a stream of unrightedusness 
little can be done to withstand the current of popular 
evil. You can’t dam the Mississippi River. If you — 
wish to stay its mighty current you must dry up its’ 
head-fountains and tributary streams. Now-a-days it 
is no uncommon thing to see public reformers whose 
homes are hot beds of selfishness and vice. They 
haven’t as much influence with their families as the 
down-town saloon-keeper has. Shape the plastic 
clay of your own homes, if you would make public 
vessels of honor and of usefulness. I wish there were 
no resorts of evil. But as long as men are wicked they 
will have evil resorts. Many of our best men never 
think of darkening the door of gambling house or 
saloon; they would as soon think of stealing their 
neighbor’s horse. In their youth their fathers and 
mothers instilled into them the principles that now 
govern their daily lives. I suppose there are 50,000 
homes in this city. Did you ever even in imagination 
look into these homes and see how the people live? 
What is the character of the family life? Never mind 
the street, or number of the house. It makes no differ- 
ence whether it is an elegant west-end mansion, or a 
down-town tenement. How do the people live? What 
do they talk about in the family-circle? What do they 
_ read? Does unselfish love reign there? Do the parents 
know the value of righteousness and truth? Do they 
bring up the children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meek- 
ness, self-control; against such there is no law.” 
Blessed is the home where these virtues are taught and 
practiced! But alas! there are many ungodly homes in 
our city. Little children are daily accustomed to things 
that would curdle your blood, the vilest language, out- 


ie - 
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bursts of demoniacal passion, brutal drunkenness. You 
know fhe kind of fabrics that is woven in these domes tic 
looms. Many homes that are not vicious are very un- 
godly. They have no family altar. The name of God 
is never mentioned there with reverence. His word and 
all His holy precepts are utterly ignored. Around the 
table and by the fire-side no one recounts His mercies 
and talks of His love.. The voice of prayer and the 
songs of Zion are never heard in these homes. They are 
worldly through and through. The air that ought to be 
perfumed with faith and hope and love is charged with 
unbelief. Shall IT say it? The homes of many charch 
members are nurseries of unbelief! O St. Louis, in too 
many of thy homes God is not known as the God of 
mercy and truth, the refuge and help of weak and sin- 
ful man! 

Come and look on the desolation that sin has wrought. 
Stand amid the ruins of God’s fair works. Wickedness 
has slain many of our public men, rained many of our 
business men, crippled the influence of many of our 
churches, and destroyed many of our homes. All 
around us brave men and fair women and tender chil- . 
dren are falling, as autumnal leaves before the northern | 
blast. All around us are heaps of the slain. Can any- 
one deny that our city is full of wickedness and 
violence? Can anyone refuse to see the deadly work 
that sin is doing among us every day? Yet many of 
our peopleare oblivious of these appalling facts. They 
are blind. God has been crowded out of the daily life, — 
driven beyond the horizon of reality into a terra 
incognita, into the regions of shadow and doubt. — 
Thousands of our leading citizens do not so much as_ 
believe that there is a God. “The wicked in the pride 
of his countenance, saith, He will not require it. All 
his thoughts are, There is no God.” And, alas! some 
preachers and church members regard the serious 
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doctrines of the Gospel as “old wives’ fables,” things 
that perhaps suited the times in which they were first 
preached, but weak and puerile in the light of this 
advanced age. 

The whole city of Nineveh, from the King to the 
humblest subject, repented at the preaching of Jonah, in 
order to escape the wrath of God. But behold, a greater 
then Jonah is here, even the Son of God, and men pay 
no more attention to His warnings and entreaties than 
they do to the cry of a ragman. It seems to me that 
the ruling spirit of our community is fitly ex- 
pressed in the words, “It is vain to _serve 
God!” ‘Hear. O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth, for the Lord hath spoken: I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled against ~ 
me. The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his 
master’s crib; but Israel doth not know, my people doth 
not consider. Ah, sinful nation! a people laden with 
‘iniquity, a seed of evil-doers, children that did corrupt- 
ly: they have forsaken the Lord, they have despised 
the Holy One of Israel, they are estranged and gone 
backward. Why will ye be still stricken, that ye revolt 
more and more? The whole head is sick, and the whole 
heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the 
head there is no soundness in it; but wounds and bruises 
and festering sores: they have not been closed, neither 
bound up, neither mollified with oil.” Let every pious 
soul take up the lamentation of Jeremiah, ‘“‘Oh that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the slain of the 
danghter of my people!” » 

“OQ Lord, revive thy word.” What do we mean when 
we utter this prayer? We do not pray for a mere out- 
ward reformation. Josiah did a splendid work of re- 
formation in his day. He purged the temple and 
destroyed the high places of idolatry and called the 
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nation back to the observance of the Mosaic ceremonies. 
But the hearts of the people remained unchanged, and 
his reformation did no permanent good. And we do 
not pray that we may have good, warm meetings in our 


church, that we may enjoy ourselves spiritually. 


Many churches call in an evagenlist every year, and 
have a big meeting. The people crowd the house, and 
take great pleasure in the preaching and singing. For 
awhile the community. is aroused, especially the 
religious people, but very little improvement is made 
in the daily life. These glory-hallelujah times are called 
“revivals.” I believe in reformations, and in glory- 
hallelujah times too. But these things are not necessa- 
rily a gennine revival of the Lord’s work. Sinners 
must be turned from the error of their way. Their 
hearts must be changed. They must exercise repent- 
ance towards God and faith in onr Lord Jesus Christ. 
They must cease to do evil and learn to do well. Jesus. 
came to save the people from their sins. We want to 
see His saving power manifested in the conversion of 
men from sin unto holiness. We want to see a revival 
of real piety, and of practical godliness. We want -to 
see a holy transformation of the community, a spirit 
of righteousness pervading our public life, our business 


_ life, our church life, and our home life. We want to 


/ see the desert of wickedness blossoming with spiritual 


roses. And we want to be quickened in our hearts and 
lives, that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
may “live soberly and righteously and godly in this 
present world.” ‘Pure religion and undefiled before our 
God and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and wid- 
ows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.” O Lord, give us a revival of pure and 
undefiled religion ! 

Let me suggest a few things that we must do if we 
would have a genuine revival af religion. 
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‘1. The preacher must preach a pure gospel. 

2. The members of the church must live holy, conse- 
crated lives. 

3. We must all try daily to turn sinners from the 

error of their way. 

4. We must look to God for the manifestation of His 
‘power, for the outpouring of His Spirit. It is the Lord’s 
work, and He alone can revive it. ‘‘ Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 


THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF UNBE- 
LIEF IN‘ THE SOUL. 


“The wicked, in the pride of his countenance, saith, He will not require 
it. All his thoughts are, There is no God.”—Psa. x. 4. 


Unbelief is in the world. Turn where you will and it 
confronts you. It has a long, dark record, extending 
back to the fall of man. Chameleon-like it has worn 
many colors. With perfect ease it adapts itself to the 
times and to the characteristics of nations and of indi- 
vidnals. It has changed its front a hundred times, and 
has worn every imaginable form, from the shockingly 
devilish to the angelic. I shall not dwell on the history 
of unbelief. It will do you no good to know all the 
forms it has worn and the many isms it has invented. 
The devil said to Faust, “I am the spirit that always 
denies.” Unbelief is negative. It always denies; one 
thing, and then another; in one way, then in another 
When occasion requires, it puts on the scholar’s gown 
and Jooks wise, and denies the truth of God with high- 
sounding words and with great pretensions of knowl- 
edge. Then again it laughs, or smiles in a knowing 
way, or winks the eye, or shakes the head. Its sole 
mission is to deny Divine truth and to overthrow man’s 
faith in God. 

I do not find it difficult to account for the existence 
of faith; but the existence of unbelief staggers me. 
Good men in all ages have been grieved and perplexed 
by unbelief. ‘‘ Why do the nations rage, and the peo- 
ples imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
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themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against His anointed, saying, ‘ Let us 
break their bands asunder and cast away their cords 
from us.’ He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; 
the Lord shall have them in derision.” Men cannot 
break God’s bands asunder; they cannot cast His cords. 
from them. He rules over them in spite of their unbe- 
lief. In Him they live, and move, and have their being. 
He will bring their counsels to naught. He will surely 
accomplish all His purposes. Then why will they dis- 
obey His commandments and deny His existence? I 
can think of nothing that is so unreasonable’ as man’s 
refusal to believe in God. Yet, here is unbelief all 
around us, in all classes of society. It is not strange 
that many half-educated people are unbelievers. They 
don’t know anything well. They are forever straining 
out gnats and swallowing camels. A little knowledge 
is a dangerous thing. The insufferable vanity of these 
shallow minds is disgusting to all sensible people. I 
can easily understand why the wind drives away the 
chaff. But many ignorant people are also unbelievers. 
How can an ignorant man refuse to believe in God? 

God confronts him all the time. He has no arguments 
with which to oppose Divine truth, and itis a desirable 
thing to trust the Almighty and to lean upon His strong 
arm. Surely those that sit in darkness should be able 
to see the great light that shines down upon them from 
heaven. Some educated people, philosophers and 
scientists, are also unbelievers: _I am glad to say that 
the number of learned unbelievers has been greatly | 
over-estimated. Many learned men are devout, hum- 
ble Christians. Genuine learning does not drive one 
into unbelief. It really humbles a man, teaches him to 
depend on God, to walk by faith and not by sight. The 
learned man knows that he is but a child. gathering a 
few shells on the beach of the boundless ocean of 
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krowledge ; the little that he knows leads him to look 
up to the omniscient God. It is hard to account for the 
unbelief of a thoughtful, learned man. I can under- 
stand how an orphan could wish to see the form and 
face of his long-lost mother; but I can’t see how he 
could doubt that she bore him and loved him with a 
mother’s tender love; nor how he could question her 
very existence. If he would know how she looked, let 
him gaze at his own features in the mirror. If his 
features were refined and beautiful and glorified with 
feminine sweetness and maternal love, he would see the 
mother that bore him and loved him with inexpressible 
tenderness. So I can understand how a man could long 
to see his invisible Father. But I can’t see how he can 
doubt that God loves him and cares for him; nor how 
he can be so unreasonable as to deny the very existence 
of his Maker. Let him look at the features of his own 
soul. He is made in the likeness of God. If these 
features were refined, and perfectly developed, and in- 
finitely glorified, he would get at least a faint concep- 
tion of his Heavenly Father. 
In tracing the rise and progress of unbelief in the 
~soul, I desire to follow the teachings of God’s Word; I 
shall not go wrong, if I account for unbelief, in God’s , 
way. I don’t believe that any man was ever driven by | 
the character of his mind. nor by the logic of facts, to | 
reject the Gospel of Christ. The difficulty that is in — 
the way of faith must be sought in the heart and life of 
man, not in the matter and manner of God’s revelation, 
“Tf any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of 
the teaching, whether it be of God, or whecher I speak 
of myself.” The unwillingness of unbelievers to accept 
Divine truth is the chief difficulty in the way of their 
faith. Men deceive themselves when they declare that 
it is impossible for them to believe in God. ‘“ The 
heart is deceitful above all things.” ‘ Through deceti 


2B THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 


they refuse to know me, saith the Lord.” The text sets 
forth the creed of the unbeliever: ‘‘ The wicked, in the 
pride of his countenance, saith, He will not require it. 
All his thoughts are, There is no God.” You observe 
that this is a very simple creed, consisting of two plain 
articles. The rise of unbelief is indicated by the first - 
article, ‘‘ He will not require it”; and the progress of 
unbelief by the second article, “There is no God.” 
Every unbeliever accepts the first article, and is thus 
irresistibly driven to accept the second. , 

1. ‘He will not require it.” 

The unbeliever starts with this delusion : God will not 
call the sinner to a reckoning, He will not punish sin. 
All unbelievers accept this erroneous article, some giv- 
ing one reason, and some another. Some admit that 
God will punish outrageous crimes, such as stealing, 
. lying. murder. But as they have never committed any 
of these crimes, they can’t believe that they are sin- 
ners, and therefore they will never be brought into judg- 
ment. In their opinion, God takes no notice of the 
small sins and mistakes of a man’s life, others claim 
that sin is no offense against God; it is simply a lack of 
harmony with nature. The sinner is like one singing 
out of tune. This lack of harmony brings its own pun- 
ishment. God does not care particularly how man lives. 
But of course it is best for man to put himself in har- 
mony with nature; the practice of virtue is conducive to 
happiness. Man ought to avoid sin as he would avoid 
running his head against a wall. Others, again, admit 
that man is a sinner, and that sin’ really ought. to be 
punished. But they think that God is too good, too 
loving to punish His weak, disobedient children. Then 
they argue with some plausibility, but with little sup- 
port from reason and revelation, that God made man 
as he is, weak and sinful; that He does not expect per- 
fection of His creatures in this world; and that He will 
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‘provide in the next world for the final restoration of 
every soul to holiness and to happiness. Every unbe- 
liever has this fond hope that God will never call him 
to a strict account of his sins, whether he can give a 
reason for his hope or not. He expects to escape in 
some way. Hecatches at every floating straw to sustain 
this sinking hope. How cana man livein sin from day 
to day, when he knows that God will administer strict jus- 
tice for every transgression and disobedience? The ex- 
pectations of a just retribution would restrain the evil- 
doer. Thus the transgressor is either bound to mend his 
ways, or accept this article, ‘““He will notrequire it.””. The 
transgressors of human laws fall into the same delusion ; 
they do not believe that they will be punished. Does 
the thief believe that he will be caught aid punished ? 
Very few thieves escape. They are usnally canght at 
last, and have to answer for their crimes. The prisons 
are full of them. Yetevery thief thinks he is too smart 
to be canght. The law will never get its clutches on 
him. He makes sportof the law. But the law goes on 
in its relentless course. Crime is still crime, and the 
punishment is still snre and severe, in spite of al] the 
efforts of the crimnial] to justify himself and to escape 
the just punishment of his deeds. The reign of the law 
will never be permanently overthrown ; for there is such 
a thing as crime and there is such a thing as justice. If 
law- breakers had a firm conviction that lawlessness will 
surely be severely punished, they would refrain from 
crime. J have never met an unbeliever that was fully 
convinced in his own mind, that God will require him to 
answer for all his sins. God has declared His purpose 
‘to punish sin; but unbelievers ignore His word or ex- 
plainit away. ‘Because sentence against an evil wish 
is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do evil.” God is long suf- 
fering, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
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should come to repentance; but men misconstrue His 
forbearance, and conclude that He will not keep His 
word. When you tell unbelievers that God has ap- 
pointed a day in which He will judge the world, a day 
‘when God shall judge the secrets of men;” that “the 
- son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with 
His angels, and then shall He render unto every man 
according to his deeds; ” when you tell them “that every 
idle word that men. shall speak, they shall give ac- 
count thereof in the day of judgment,” they laugh at 
you, and reply, “He will not require it.” 

iy LRETE 18010, Gore 

This is the second article of unbelief, the final step. 
Those that believe that God will not call sinners to an 
account are finally forced to the conclusion that there is 
no God. The progress is natural. A God that takes 
no account of human affairs, that does not know sin 
from righteousness, that does not care whether men are 
righteous or unrighteous, that cannot or will not punish 
transgressors is virtually no God. If God does not see, 
then He cannot see; there is no God. If God does not 
know sin from righteourness, then He cannot know; 
there is no God. If God does not hate sin and love 
holiness, then He is not goodand holy; there is no God. 
If God cannot or will not punish sin, then He is weak 
or base: there is no God, The belief of the first article, 
“He will not require it,” inevitably drives one to accept 
the second, “There is no God.” There is no standing- 
ground between faith and atheism. A denial of the at- 
tributes of God is a virtual denial of His existence. All 
the isms that make Goda mere force, or influence, or 
unintelligent cause are equivalent to atheism, “He that. - 
planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that formed the - 
eye, Shall He not see? He that chastiseth the nations, 
shall not He correct, even He that teacheth man knowl- 
edge?” <A divine law that is not backed by a wise and 
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+ just executive is a vain thing. ‘The unbeliever drags 
God down to his own level, and then imagines that he 
believes in God. He may believe in a god, one of his 
own make. But such agod is not God. “These things 
hast thou done, and I kept silence; thow thougthest that 
Lwas altogether sucha one as thyself: but I will reprove 
thee, and set them in order before ther.” As a matter 
of fact every unbeliever is practically an atheist. ‘He 
that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of them that seek after Him.” And 
every one that believes that God is, and that He is a 
rewarder of them that seek after Him will come to Him. 
Did you ever see an unbeliever that seemed to be con- 
scious that the holy and just God was watching all his 

_ ways, approving the good and disapproving the bad?) 
Did you ever hear one speak lovingly and joyfully of 
his Maker? - Did you ever know a man who rejected 
the divine government of the world who did anything 
to extend the knowledge of God? Why, if you were 

m to ask such a man to tell you something of God, you 

would startle and confuse him. He does not know God. 

“All his thoughts are, there is no God.” His inward 

life is godless. His soul holds no communion with God. 

He has no holy, high intention of serving God; no fear 

of loss, no hope of eternal gain. His life is worldly. 

His soul is prayerless. He cannot look up to God, and 

say, ‘Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within 

me, bless His holy name.” He is, to all intents and 
purposes, an atheist, whether he will own it or not,. 

“having no hope, and without God in the world ;” for 

God is not in his thoughts, nor in his life. Usually 

when such an unbeliever is brought face to face with 

his sins, he becomes desperate ; rather than believe that 

- he will be brought into judgment, he will deny the very 

a existence of God. And there lurks in the soul of many 

B aman the secret hope that there is no God. See how 
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gladly unbelievers listen to them that have a word to 
speak against God and His revelation. The straws 
show which way the wind blows. The tendency of un- 
belief is towards atheism. Let any sect begin with a re- 
jection of the Scriptural doctrine of sin—that God will 
reguire the sinner to answer for every sin—and it will 
end in atheism. It may make a show of charity and 
devotion at first, build a few houses and maintain a cold, 
lifeless worship ; but it has no heart, no living God, no 
loving Savior, and it will sink at last into the arms of 
atheism and expire. History teaches us that atheism 
is the goal of every form of unbelief. 

There is a vital connection between unbelief and 
wickedness, as their is between faith and righteousness. 
I do not say that wickedness is the cause of all unbelief. 
But as arule the wicked are unbelievers. Sin drives 
men into unbelief, and unbelief encourages them to go 
on in sin. If aman goes wrong in his life he will al- 
most surely get wrong in his faith, and likewise a wrong 
faith will affect his life. Unbelief does not inspire men 
to live holy lives. Faith in God 7s an incentive to a 
holy life. The wicked do not find it easy to believe in 
the holy and just God. Good men, men that long to be 
good and to do good, do not find it difficult to believe in 
God. Every one must see that wickedness and unbelief 
go together, and that righteousness and faith are in- 
seperahle companions. Look at the wicked; are they, 
as arule, believers? Look at the righteous; are they, as 
a rule, unbelievers? What has unbelief done to bless 
the world? What is it doing now for tho cause of 
righteousness and peace? The worst men in our com- 
munity are unbelievers. Anarchists and dynamiters 
ate avowed unbelievers. The criminal classes are faith- 
less as well as godless. Some unbelievers live moral 
lives. But they are in bad company, in reference to 
their creed. Unbelievers may retort: ‘You are in bad 
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company too. See how much evil professed believers 
have done. Unbelievers can’t surpass their deeds of 
blood.” I shall not justify the wickedness of fanatical 
religionists. But I think I can safely say that fanatic- 
ism is only a form of unbelief. Professed believers put 
Christ to death. A man that believes in Jesus Christ 
and tries to put His teachings into practice cannot live 
a wicked life. A wicked Christian is a shocking incon- 
gruity. Weall expect meek and lowly believers to live 
holy lives. The believer hears this still small voice in 
his heart, *“‘How can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God!” He is not perfect, he cannot be so; for 
he is weak and sinful. But he desires and tries to live 
a holy life. He wishes to love God with all his heart 
and his neighbor as himself. Genuine faith purifies the 
heart and the life. Thosethat believe in God will try 
to please God: “Be ye therefore immitators of God, as 
beloved children.” If any man professes to be a believer 
and lives a wicked life. his faith is vain. ‘He that 
saith, I know Him, andkeepeth not His commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.’ We have seen 
the transforming power of faith. Al] around us are the 
blessed fruits of faith. The greatest benefactors of our 
race have been believers., The people of our own time 
that do most to help the needy and to lift up the fallen 
are believers. Unbelief has some able apostles and 
preachers. But not one of them has left his home and 
given his life to convert the world to unbelief. They 
won’t even give a free lecture. Christians are putting 
millions into all kinds of charitable works, trying to 
lift up those that unbelief has dragged down to ruin. 
Where are the world’s unbelieving benefactors? In this 
Christian land there are many ardent unbelievers, and 
many of them are rich. Why don’t they do more good ? 
fiven ina question of pure morals you can’t rely on 
most unbelievers. Christians are trying to overthrow 
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some gigantic evils of the day. Can they depend on the 
support of their unbelieving neighbors? Two things the 
world has never seen and never will see: It has never 
seen unbelievers giving their time and strength to the 
preaching and practice of righteousness; and, it has 
never seen believers giving their time and strength to 
the preaching and practice of wickedness. If all unbe- 
_ lievers were to turn to righteousness and still retain 
their unbelief, the world would be astonished. And if 
all believers were to turn to wickedness and still retain 
‘their faith in God, the world would be amazed. It is 
safe to say that these things willneverhappen. Wick- 
edness and unbelief have always gone together and al- 
ways will. Righteousness and faith are inseparable 
companions, God has joined them together, and men 
cannot put them asunder. 

Consider the case of the ordinary unbeliever. In his 
childhood, his purest and best state, he was inclined to 
believe in God. Many great questions arose in his young 
soul. Who made the world? Whence did I come? 


Whither am I going? Will my life in this world affect. 


my existence in the next world? The Gospel solves 
these and all other important religious questions. In 
his childhood the unbeliever had no great difficulty in 
accepting God’s answers to the questions of his soul. 
The teachings of the gospel were reasonable to him, not 
because he was young and inexperienced, but because 
he was not wicked and proud. Not one of the ten com- 
mandments was unreasonable to his infant mind. He 
freely accepted the two great commandments, **Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” and 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’ And the 
character and teachings of Jesus were reasonable and 
lovable in his sight. There was also a response in his 


soul to the Divine teachings. He did not understand all, 


the mysteries, but he was willing to trust God when he 
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could not see. And in his- heart he longed to be pure 
and good, like Jesus. Ever the way of salvation was 
_ plain and reasonable to him. ‘If we confess our sins, 
‘He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all .unrighteousness.” He often 
offended his parents; and when he sought their forgive- 
ness with penitent tears they forgave him. Is it un- 
reasonable that our heavenly Father forgives His peni- 
tent children? He had no trouble in accepting -the 
gospel. The wickedness of men perplexed his young 
mind much more than the doctrines of God. Many a 
child is puzzled by the unbelief of his father. With a 
look of inquiry in his innocent eyes, he says, ‘Father, 
why don’t you love God?” And the father can’t answer 
the question, because he does not dare to answer it 
truly. But when the child grew older, sin awakened. 
' He saw that he was not naturally in harmony with God. 
Temptation assailed him. He wished to do good, but 
evil was present with him. The first temptation was to 
sin, not to wnbelief. He sinned many times and even 
began to find pleasure in unrighteousness, before he 
gave up his belief in God and lost lis desire to be good 
-andholy. Sin drove him into unbelief. His life was 
out of harmony with his belief. If at this juncture he 
had confessed his sins to God and had sought the 
Divine grace to live a righteous life, he would not have 
become an open unbeliever. Life and belief must be 
brought into harmony. Hence as sin increased, belief 
decreased. He knew his duty, but pride hindered him 
from doing it. _He could not humble himself and beg 
for pardon. Pride stiffened his knees. And he was not 
disposed to give up his sinful practices. He gave him- 
self up tothe busy cares of life. The pleasures of the 
world came in to soothe his heart and reconcile him to 
unbelief. Then he began to bolster up his sinful life 
-- with specious arguments. He withdrew himself from all 
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spiritual influences. Prayer was rejected as a foolish 
and superstitious thing. The Word of God was laid — 
aside asa myth of antiquity. Now he is a confir s 
unbeliever. He hardly knows how he arrived at 
dreadful goal. But one thing is certain, he has not 
jected God after a patient, fair, honest effort to pelie ev 
Another thing is certain, sin came first, and then | 
belief. He refaked to have God in his knowledge, 
God gave him up unto a reprobate mind, to do tho 
things that are not fittiug. Paul’s description of fl 
rise and progress of unbelief in the world will apply 
the case of the individual unbeliever: ‘ The wrath 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodlines 
and unrighteousness of man, who hold down the trutl 
in unrighteousness; because that which may be know! 
of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it unt 
them. For the invisible dhines of Him since the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly seen, being percei 
through the things that are made, even His everla 
power and divinity ; that they may be without exet 
beeause that, knowing God, they glorified Him 
as God. neither gave thanks; but became vain in t 
reasonings, and their senseless heart was darken: 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fo 
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God for” 
likeness of an image of corruptible man, and_ of pir’ 
and four-footed beasts, and creeping thing ‘ 
~ fore God gave them up in the lusts of their 
uncleanness !” 

The unbeliever has his excuses and aro 
gives many reasons why he cannot be a | 
would not hold his reasons up to ridicule, 
into a controversy with him. The religio 
does not need my support. In defendin, 
might fall into the mistake of Job’s frie 
God said. ‘‘ Ye have not spoken of me t 
right.” Ican give a reason of the ho 
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reason that is satisfactory tome, one that I am willing 

to live by and to die by. WhenI desire to be a holy 
man, 1 find it easy and most comforting to trust the 
Savior. And I was once an unbeliever too, and had my 
excuses and arguments. NowIsee clearly that sin and 
pride were at the bottom of my unbelief. My excuses 
and arguments were never satisfactory tome, and my 
~~ unbelief never helped me on in holy living. And I have 
_ known some men that fell into positive unbelief, and in 
_ every case there was first a falling into sin. On the 
other hand, [ never knew an earnestly righteous man to 
7 fall into a state of chronic unbelief. It is my firm be- 
lief that everyone that really desires to believe in God 
8 can believe in Him without ereat difficulty. ‘‘ Ye shall 
seek me and find me, when ye shall seek for me with 
all your heart. Bett will bo found of you, saith the 
Lord.” Where is the unbeliever that earnestly sought 
God an1 could not find Him? Let the unbeliever trace 
_» the rise and progress of unbelief in his own soul, and 
he will see that his excuses and arguments will not 


hold water. His unbelief is at best the result of a 
_ worldly and sinful life. If he had sought God in holy 
living and in fervent prayer, he would have found Him. 
~- Even now he may believe if he will. “Seek ye the 
- Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while 
"He is near: let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
- nnrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him ; and to 
our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” Cry unto 
Hin, “T believe; help Thou mine unbelief! ” 
“Lead, Kindly Light! amid the encircling gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home; 
Lead Thou me on; 


Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 
The distant scene; one ste}) enough for me. 


“T was not ever thus, nor prayed that Thon 
Shouldst lead me ou; 
=a loved to choose and see my path ; but now 
Lead Thou me ov 
ga loved the garish day, and spite of fears, 
Pride ruled my will. Remember not past years.’ 


“BEHOLD” YOUR CALLING, 
BRETHREN?” 


** For behold your calling, brethren, how that not many wise after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called.”—z Cor. 7: 26 


This objection is often urged against the gospel: not 
many of the world’s great ones accept it; the wise and 
the mighty and the noble ignore it, many of them are 
really hostile to it. If the gospel of Christ were divine, 
if it were worthy of belief and essential to happiness in 
this world and in the world to come, would not these 
people accept it? The objection is an old one. The 
officers that were sent to arrest Jesus returned without 
Him, and gave this excuse for not bringing Him, ‘* Never 

- man so spake!” Then the Pharisees said, ‘‘ Are ye 
also led astray? Hath any of the rulers believed on 
Him, or of the Pharisees?” Of course these words have 
no force with us; we laugh at such an argument. The 
fact that the rulers and the Pharisees were the enemies 
of Jesus predisposes us to favor Him. The good will of 
such men would have been a calamity to His cause. 

“Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you!” 
But this was a strong argument at the time, the last 
word of controversy. ‘ Hath any of the rulers believed 
on Him, or of the Pharisees?” The officers had nothing 
to say in reply; their guns were spiked. Nicodemus 
ventured to suggest that the law did not condemn a 
man without giving him a hearing. But silence would 
have been discretion; for they crushed him in an instant, 
P ‘‘ Art thou also of Galilee? Search, and see that out of 
_. Galilee ariseth no prophet!” 
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The nameof Nicodemus reminds us that the statement 
of the Pharisees was not trues; some of the rulers did 
believe on Him, but secretly, for fear of the Jews. 
‘“Hiven of the rulers many believed on Him’ but because 
of the Pharisees they did not confess it, lest they should 
be put out of the synogogue: for they loved the glory 
of men more than the glory of God.” Such believers 
were no credit to themselves and no honor to Christ. 
Circumstances ruled them instead of principle. They 
were compelled to assent to: His teachings, but they had 
no courage to back their belief. It really makes no dif- 
ference whether the rulers believe on Him or not. We 
cannot afford to make worldly men a criterion for our 
faith. The wise and the mighty and the noble are not 
distinguished for candor and faith and piety. Not 
many reformers and martyrs come from the upper 
classes. The world goes well with them, their cirecum- 
stances are comfortable, and hence they are averse to 
changes. When did they take the lead in a great refor- 
mation? How often they have violently opposed the 
cause of truth and righteousness! It is easy to account 
for the unbelief of “the upper ten thousand.” Their in- 
difference, or opposition to the gospel cannot have the 
least weight with a sober-minded, intelligent inquirer 
after truth. The opposition of the brewers does not 
shake the faith of the friends of temperance. 

The Savior made very few converts among the upper 
classes. There was not a ruler, nora Rabbi among the 
Twelve. Why ‘did He chan His. ‘apostles from the 
humble walks of life? He had to take such as He could 
get. If the Rabbis had come to Him in the right spirit 
He would not have rejected them. Their education and 
position would have made them very useful disciples. 
But they would not come to Him that they might have 
life. His character and teachings were not attractive 
to them. From the first they felt that He was a disturber 
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oftheir peace. There was a great difference between 
Him and them, and time widdmed the gulf till they be- 
‘came His bitter enemies, and at last Hiy murderers. 
But after His resurrection many of these foes were con- 
verted from the error of their way and became His 
ardent friends, ready to give up all and lay down their 
lives for Him. Paul, the greatest of the apostles, was a 
converted Pharisee. His conversion was extraordinary. 
The gentle call of the Galilean fishermen, ‘Come ye 
after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men,” 
would not have moved this fiery Pharisee. He had to 
be smitten down by a flash of heavenly glory; nothing 
else could humble him. He had to hear the voice of 
Jesus sounding from the skies; no other call could reach 
his heart. 

And when Paul went out into the world to preach the 
gospel that he once opposed, he did not make many 
converts among the great; a few rose above their cir- 
cumstances, and accepted Christ. But, he succeeded 
best with the common people. The poor were ready to 
accept the riches of grace in Christ Jesus. The hungry 
took the bread of life with gratitude and ateit with joy. 
The sick welcomed the ministrations of the Great Phy-_ 
sician. But the wise and the mighty and the noble re- 
garded him as a babbler and his preaching as pure 
foolishness. That was a tough andience that gathered 
around him on Mar’s Hill. When he spake of the 
resurrection of the dead, some mocked, and others said, 
‘““ We will hear thee concerning this yet again.” Only 
afew believed. In Corinth he made little headway 
among the great. He succeeded in gathering a church; 
_ but there were not many wise, not many mighty, and 
not many noble in the brotherhood. And the successors. 
of the, apostles, for two hundred and fifty years, met 


with very little success among the great. The gospel 
spread among the common SFE throughout the Roman 
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Empire before it made any considerable impression on 
the upper classes. Paul did nrost of his preaching to 
the ruling classes, in chains. They trembled when he 
reasoned of righteousness and self-control and judgment 
to come, but were not converted. So the Christian 
preacher, for several generations, found his chief oppor- 
tunity to preach to the rulers when he was brought be- 
fore them for trial. But when Constantine came to the 
_ throne there was a radical change. He was a crafty 
politician. The Christians were then numerous enough 
to form.a strong party; and the rulers were tired of try- 
ing to put out the fires of faith with human blood. Con- 
stantine took the part of the Christians, and united 
Church and State, making himself Pontifex Maximus, — 
the chief priest. Thus Christianity was rendered 
fashionable. Henceforth “ the upper ten ” could belong 
to the Church without changing their lives and without 
lowering their dignity and without endangering their © 
worldly prospects. The offense of the cross was re- 
moved. The cross ceased to be a fact and became a 
figure. It was taken from the shoulders of laboring 
Christians and put upon the church spire, or reduced to 
a miniature and worn as a fashionable ornament. 
‘Ohristianity was cursed with the favor of the great. 
Kings became ‘defenders of the faith.’ ‘‘ Lords tem- 
poral” and ‘lords spiritual” (!) vied with one another 
in oppressing and robbing the poor, and in killing here- 
tics. Formerly the upper classes were ashamed and 
afraid to become Christians; now they were ashamed 
and. afraid not to be church members. They did not 
| change their hearts and lives, did not take up the cross 
and follow Jesus; they simply converted the Church of 
Christ into a worldly institution, and worshiped this 
creature of their carnal ambition. Christianity was 
wounded in the house of her friends, and she has not 
recovered to this day, and perhaps never will. 
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‘We must admit that not many wise after the flesh, 

ot many mighty, not many noble accept the Gospel. 

he gospel is a simple story of love and sacrifice, and 
these people are not in a position to understand she 
is the answer to the cry of a sinful, needy soul. Those 
that are not needy will not utter the ery, and hence can- 
not hear the answer. Jesus came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners. When sinners, impenitent sinners, 
accept the gospel, they must modify it to suit their 
carnal taste ; it does not occur to them that they must 
be converted. 

The worldly wise man does not heed the call of 
Christ. His wisdom is worldly. The wisdom of the 
gospel is spiritual, a divine wisdom mixed with faith 
and hope and love. When the gospel is presented to 
him, he tries it by his theories. He looks at it through 
his little microscope; he puts it into his little crucible. 
Of course he can make nothing out of it in this way. 
_ He would as well try to measure the heavens with a 
tape-line. The gospel comes to us with the loving au- 
thority of our Heavenly Father, and we must accept the 
message as loving children. If we try it by human 
standards, it will be nothing but foolishness to us. God 
has made foolish the wisdom of the world. But the 
foolishness of God (if men will call the gospel foolish- ~ 
ness) is wiser than men. 

The mighty man, the man of power and authority, 
finds it almost impossible to accept the gospel. He 
will not humble himself. He is used to seeing others 
humble themselves before him, and he cannot submit 
his proud will to the meek and lowly Savior. Very few 
mighty men are like the Centurion that sent for Christ 
to come and heal his servant. He did not consider him- 
self worthy to go to Christ in person, nor to have Him 
come to his house. ‘‘Speak the word only, and my 
servant shall be healed.” Most mighty men are too 
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proud to ask any favors of Jesus. They are too apt to 
think that they do Him a favor when they call upon 
Him. If Jesus had worn a uniform, and waded to a 
throne through the tears and blood of millions, He 
would be their admiration and their model. But He is 
the Prince of peace. He is meek and lowly in heart. 
He rules in love. ‘‘ He hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their heart. He hath put down princes 
from ee thrones, and hath exalted them of low de- 
eree.’ 

The nobleman, the well- nee the man of high social 
standing does not ordinarily take to the gospel. Jesus 
made Himself of no reputation. His gospel recognizes 
no worldly distinctions. The rich and the poor, the 
high and the low are one in Christ. There is no rank, 
no pomp in the Christian brotherhood. He that would 
be greatest must be the least, the very servant of all. 
The rich young ruler could not give up his immense 
wealth, and take up the cross and follow Jesus. If he 
could only have had a modern bishopric with ten thou- | 
sand a year!! But there isno such office in the Church 
of Christ. ‘“ If any man love the world, the love of the 
Fatheris not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the vain- 
glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 
‘“*So therefore, whosoever he be of you that renounceth 
not allthat he hath, he cannot be my disciple.” Not 
many of those that are in high social stations hear the 
call of Jesus, because they wili not make the sacrifices 
He requires of them. 

“The things that elevate man in the world, knowl-_ 
edge, influence, rank, are not the thir things “that that lead to 
God and wieation > When people put great emphasis 
on worldly distinctions they cannot become Christians, 
and, with such views, it would be impossible for them 
to live the Christian life. The door of the kingdom is 
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 too,small for them, and the way of salvation too nar- 
row. These two things, the way of salvation, and the 
Christian life, stand in the way of the wise and the 
mighty and the noble, and prevent most of them from. 
hearing the call of Jesus. 
1. The way of salvation is obnoxious to them. 

__ There is only one door into the kingdom. All must 
enter through this. door. Everyone that comes to 
Christ must come as a poor, penitent sinner. Itis hard 
for the wise and the mighty and the noble to humble 
themselves and beg for mercy. Not many of them will 
admit that they are in a bad way; they know not that 
they are wretched and miserable and poor and blind 
and naked. And even when they become conscious of 
their lost condition, they find it hard to confess their 
sins. Theirsense of propriety, their pride, their fear of 
ridicule—a thousand things impede the way to the 
Savior. Many try to persuade themselves that peni- 
tence is not essential to salvation, true religion is thank- 
fulness to God. The Pharisee thanked God that he 
was not like other men, that he was so much better than 
the poor Publican. But it was really necessary for 
_ him to do what the Publican was then doing, repent of 


his sins. The shifts and quibbles of these proud sin- 


ners are really pitiable. How many inventions have 
they sought out, in order to avoid repentance! Any 
ism that leaves out repentance and flatters their pride 
catches them as molasses catches flies. Nearly every 
year some well-fed, well-dressed ism comes to St. Louis, 
‘and finds ready access to the “upper ten,” because it 
does not require any change of heart. These good- 
enough people pay a round sum and are “ taken in” 


— till the next annual delusion. They will admit that the 


plain gospel may do very well for common people, real 
sinners; but a taste of itis as much as their stomachs 
will bear. Like Irving’s turtle-fed alderman, they ad- 
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mit that it is “excellent food for the poor.” The sare 
is indeed excellent food for the poor. All that come. 
-must be so hungry that they will gladly eat the crumbs 
that fall from the Master’s table. “The hungry He 
hath filled with good things, and the rich He hath sent 
empty away.” ‘How hardly shall they that have 
‘riches enter into the kingdom of God!” There is only 
one way, humble, penitential prayer. Every sinner - 
must utter the prayer, “God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner!” But the great find it: hard to humble themselves 
and to take the place of a little child, a thing they must 
do, if they would be saved. “Verily I say unto you, 
except ye turn, and become as little children, ye shall 
in nowise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Do you 
see many of the world’s great ones coming to Christ in 
this lowly way, pleading for His mercy with penitential 
tears? Ifthey could buy salvation they would will- 
ingly pay a big price; but they will not humble them- 
selves and receive it as a gift of Heaven. Many, when 
their hearts are moved with fear, look around for the 
most fashionable church and join the one that suits 
their worldly notions best, thus hiding their heads in 
the sand and imagining that they are secure. ‘* The 
mourner’s bench” is a terror to them. I do not claim - 
that the dench is a divine institution; but repentance 
towards God is a divine roqereneae and those that 
refuse to repent of their sins cannot be saved. 

2. The Christian life is obnoxious to them. 

If the great ones were to get into the kingdom as 
they are, they would be like a fish out of water. It 
would be impossible for them to live the Christian life. 
A change of heart comes before a change of life. Old 
things must pass away, and all things become new. 
The Christian life is altogether different from the world- 
ly life. Pride and pomp and parade have no place in 
the kingdom of God. Jesus offers no worldly honors to 


if 
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_ His, followers; they must take up the cross. The 
Christian renounces the worla and gives all to Christ. 
In following Jesus, many sacrifices must be made and 
many crosses must be endured. The apostles left all 
to follow Him. Paul suffered the loss of all things 
earthly, when he obeyed the call of Jesus. The toils 
and sacrifices and sufferings of this man constitute a 
record of heroism that is unsurpassed in the annals of 
time. All are not able todo what Paul did. But the 
Lord requires entire self-surrender of every follower. 
Would you be a Christian? Give up your will. You 
can’t have your own way and follow Jesus. You must 
be willing to take the lowest station, to be a door-. 
keeper in the house of God. If you love authority ‘and 
the chief seats, there is no place for you in the Chris- 
tian brotherhood. The only way to bea great Chris- 
tian, is to be humble, and gentle, and loving, and 
obedient, and faithful, like Jesus. Even the minister 
has no Official pre-eminence. He must not lord it over 
God’s heritage. He is sent to feed the sheep, not to 
devour them. There are no “lords spiritual” in the 
kingdom of God. This lowly life of self-sacrifice is not 
attractive to the great ones of the world. They love to 
have the pre-eminence. And they cannot give up the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain- 
glory of life. Since it has become fashionable to be a 
Christian, many of “the upper ten” think they owe it 
to their self-respect to make some kind of religious 
profession. But they do not change their mode of liv- 
ing. They do not renounce the pleasures and follies of 
the world. Look at their daily life and see if there is 
anything in it that resembles the life of Jesus. Do 
you see humility and simplicity and gentleness and 
unselfishness and purity and piety and love? Some- 
times they show a little zeal for some institution, and 
give a little money; but you would never guess that 
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they love Christ and heaven more than themselves and 
the world. They are not strangers and pilgrims in the 
earth; they do not make it manifest that they are 
seeking a better country, a heavenly one. Are they 
like Moses who chose “rather to be evil entreated with 
- the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season; accounting the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt: for he looked unto 
the recompense of reward’”’?. A few of the world’s 
great ones renounce all and follow Jesus; but the meek 
and lowly and heavenly life of our Lord is foolishness 
to most of them. 

‘Behold your calling, brethren.” Look up and 
down the ranks of the Christian host, and mark the © 
men and women that believe in Jesus and make the 
greatest sacrifices for His cause. Do you see many 
wise, or many mighty, or many noble? Thank God, 
there are afew. But these have given up the world. 
They are not what they once were. Their hearts and 
lives have undergone a radical change. Now they take 
the lowest. station, and consider themselves happy in 
being numbered with the people of God. The rich 
take their place by the brother of low degree, and re- 
joice that they are made low. But most of the follow- 
ers of Jesus are from the humble walks of life. The 
poor have the gospel preached to them, and they are — 
in a more favorable position to become Christians. 
The gospel comes to them with all its force and beauty. 
It meets the needs of their souls. To them it is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. We need not 
look to the upper classes for recruits for our Captain. 
Only a few will come. Some churches are now strug- 
gling to get the wise and mighty and noble. Whata 
mistake! These people will not come, they never have 
come in great numbers, and they never will. If they 
{come as they are, without repentance and the purpose 
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to live a humble, holy life, they will be an injury to the 
cause of Christ. Turn your eyes to the common peo- 
ple. They are the hope of the world. ‘ The common 
people heard Him gladly.” And they will hear the 
gospel to-day—not all of them, but many of them—if 
we will preach it to them lovingly and faithfully. Out 
of the ranks of the poor will come our strongest and: 
best Christians. Who are the best and most exem- 
plary Christians in our Churches? Were they not once 
poor and humble, though they may now be rich and 
great? It isa blessed thing that they accepted Christ 
when they were of low degree. If they had put it off 
till they became rich and great, not many of them 
would have come. Usually, as men get up in the world, 
the possibility of their becoming Christians diminishes. 
They sink deeper and deeper into worldliness and get 
further and further away from the lowly One. The 
world is a clog to the spiritual life. Christians in high 
worldly places find it hard to maintain the simplicity 
that isin Christ. Asa rule, the children of rich and 
great. Christians do not take to the gospel. Most of 
our preachers and missionaries come from humble 
homes, from the factory, from the shop, from the 
plough-handle. You can’t expect much in any way 
from those that wear purple, and fare sumptuously 
every day. The very air of high social life is godless, 
enervating, destructive of the heroic fiber of the soul. 
Jesus said on one occasion, ‘I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou didst hide these 
things from the wise and understanding, and didst re- 
veal them unto babes: yea, Father, for so it was well- 
pleasing in thy sight.” But He did not mean that the 
Father has made any distinction between classes of 
men. He thanked God for a simple, plain gospel that 
is acceptable to every meek and lowly mind, to babes. 
If the great had made the gospel, they would not have 
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suited it to the needs of the lowly. It is within the 
range of all. It pleased God to make it so, and let us 
all thank Him. The trouble is with men. Christ 
approaches us all in the samespirit.’ He knows neither 
Jew nor Greek, neither high nor low, neither rich nor 
poor, neither wise nor unwise. He is over all, God 
blessed forever more. But those that are in high 
worldly stations do not feel the need of salvation ; they 
have their good things, and they are satisfied. On the 
other hand, the lowly feel their need of Him, and flee 
unto the refuge and lay hold on the hope set before 
them in the gospel. Thus it happens, that not many 
wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called. The world rings in their ears and drowns 
the voice of the lowly Nazarene. 

Let me show you a street-scene in Capernaum in the 
time of the Son of Man. Jairus, one of the Rulers, has 
asked Jesus to come to his house and heal his little 
daughter, and the Master is on His way to the bedside 
of the dying child. Itis nothing to Him that Jairus 
belongs to a class that hate and oppose Him. He looks | 
at individuals, not at classes. This ruler is a man, a’ 
needy man, a sorrow-stricken father, and he has asked 
the Master to help him. Jesus is ready and glad to 
help everyone that calls on Him. Affliction has hum- 
bled this ruler and brought him to Jesus. As they 
walk together towards the stricken home the people 
press around them, astonished to see Jairus seeking 
the Master’s help. In the crowd thereis a poor, afflicted 
woman. She is needy too. She fears to trouble the 
Master; but she longs to be healed. She says in her 
heart, ‘‘ If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be 
healed.” Now she presses through the throng, and 
stretches out her hand and touches the hem of His 
garment. A flash of divine power electrifies her whole 
body, and she is fully restored. Jesus stops and in- 
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quires who touched Him. He always feels the touch 
of faith. Only a poor woman touched Him. But He 
knows neither rich nor poor, He knows the needy. 
Many had touched Him, but not with the hand of faith, 
and He did not feel their touch. He never lets the 
touch of faith go without a gift of power and a word of 
loving sympathy. Now the poor woman falls at His 
feet, and confesses all. He says to her, “ Daughter, be 
of good cheer; thy faith hath made thee whole.” 
Jairus’ servants come and tell him not to trouble the 
Master further, his child is dead! But Jesus turns to 
him and says; “Fear not; only believe!”’, He is no 
respecter of persons. The ruler and the poor women 
are alike in His sight. Both are needy, and both re- 
ceive what they seek in faith. Will you call on Him? 
He will hear your cry. Will you press through the 
thronging obstacles of your life and touch the hem of 
His robe? He will respond to your touch, and heal 
your soul. ‘“ Him that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out!’ Don’t let your worldly circumstances keep 
you away from Jesus. 


WEAR YS OL SEN, 


**O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me out of the body of this death ?” 
—Rom. vit:24. 


Have you not often grown weary of the indifference 
of men towards Christ and His gospel? I used to won- 
der why thoughtful, honorable, generous men were so 
careless concerning spiritual things. How their careless- 
ness grieves my heart. They are not hostile towards 
religion, but just utterly indifferent. Sometimes I wish 
they would oppose the gospel —do anything to break up 
this death-like apathy. I can sympathize with the old 
prophet, ‘‘ Who hath believed our report, and:‘to whom 
hath the arm of the Lord been revealed!” And the 
lamentation of divine wisdom touches my heart, “I 
have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded!” 
The Son of man still cries with a loud voice, ‘If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink!” But 
these indifferent souls do not thirst for the water of life. 
Thousands of people in our city drink in sin as the 
thirsty ox drinks water, but they pass by the fountain 
of life without turning their heads. The great invita- 
tion is repeated in many forms by thousands of mes- 
sengers, to no purpose. Men will not heed it. They 
will not give it one day’s earnest consideration. It is 
an idle tale, they have no time to heed it. Hven when 
they stop for a moment to listen to the specially earnest 
pleadings of some herald of truth, they have no idea of 


giving a sober thought to his message. The man at- 
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tracts their attention and wins their passing admiration; 
his message is nothing. How wearisome is this indiffer- 
ence ! How it discourages pious souls! How it cools the 
ardor of the messenger! How it grieves his heart when 
the kind invitation of his Lord is treated with such 
criminal indifference! He would rather be stoned oc- 
casionally than to see the loving message forever de- 
spised. Many a man breaks the heart of his wife by 
his indifference. He is not cruel to her. He would 
not think of taking the hammer of violence and crush- 
ing her heart. But his indifference is freezing the lov- 
ing currents of her soul. Business, the lodge, the club 
—a hundred things come first, and she always comes 
last. She is weary of his coid, unloving treatment. 
Her soul is tired of it. In her desperation she would 
suffer almost anything to break up his indifference and 
to receive the affectionate attention that is due her. 
‘‘ Indifference! indifference in the place of love? That 
means nothing in the place of something. The soul is 
indifferent only towards that about which it does not 
think; only towards a thing which for it is nothing.” 
It is an unendurable weariness to affectionate souls. 
Jesus has a loving heart. The indifference of men grieves 
Him. His people also have tender, loving hearts. They 
are grieved by the world’s indifference towards their 
blessed Lord. When that Samaritan village would not 
receive Christ, James and John, the sons of thunder, were 
indignant, and wanted to call down fire from heaven 
upon those inhospitable people. This was a wicked, 
un-Christ-like spirit. But they had a right to be 
grieved. And TI have no doubt that this cold treatment 
made the heart of Jesus weary and sad as He trudged 
along, tired and hungry, towards the next village. 

But the actual sins of men are a greater grief to us 
than their indifference. The world is full of sin and 
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violence. Look where you will. and you will see sin; 
go where you will, and you will come in contact with 
it. Deceit, selfishness, dishonesty, untruthfulness, 
profanity, drunkenness, brutishness—all forms of in- 
iquity meet you at every turn in life. Sin walks abroad 
in open daylight. struts up and down the highways 
without shame. You hear it said that a rogue cannot 
look an honest man in the face. A greater mistake 
was never made. A rogue can look an honest man 
out of countenance. Wicked men do not always go 
about with downcast, guilty looks. They walk the 
streets with a high head, and claim the chief seats in 
the synagogue and at the feasts. So great are their 
claims and so bold and confident their manner, that 
good men blush and stammer in their presence, as if it 
were an honor to be wicked and a dishonor to be right- 
eous. Have you not seen shameless wickedness out on 
parade with fife and drum and banner, not only claim- 
ing the right of such public demonstration, but also 
calling for the admiration of decent, righteous people ? 
And maybe you have been envious of this vain show, 
wishing that righteousness could, now and then, make 
such asplendid display. The devil does not hide his 
head when there is the least security in publicity. Of 
course he disguises himself a little when he goes out in 
daylight. Darkness is the time for pure, unblushing 
deviltry. The devil goes out by night in his natural 
garb, horns, hoof, and all. Satan is an actor of the first 
rank. He can dress himselfin many ways. and change 
his voice, and impersonate any character in the drama 
of life. Hehas a genius, an infernal one, for wicked 
representations. We have seen his wicked displays 
till we are weary. Lot was sore distressed by the las- 
civious life of the wicked people of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. ‘For that righteous man dwelling among them, 
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in seeing and hearing, vexed “his righteous soul from 
day to day with their lawless deeds.” Any man with 
a spark of righteousness in his soul must grow weary 
of seeing and hearing the wickedness of the world. 
The wicked laugh, and tell us to change our boarding 
place, if we don’t like the fare. But where shall we go 
to escape the revolting sight? If we were to take the 
wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea, sin would meet-us there. There is no es- 
cape, no Utopia where we may take refuge. Wherever 
we go the carrion of sin taints the air—is thrust into 
our faces! Go down town and your gaze is met by 
vile pictures on the fences of vacant lots, and in shop 
windows. It seems to me these pictures should be 
enough to keep any one with self-respect out. of the 
theatres and ‘‘museums.”? Walk the streets a — some 
drunken, profane man staggers out of a saloon anu os- 
-tles youinto the gutter. Pick up the daily paper and 
you are confronted with horrible pictures and disgust- 
ing head-lines, a revolting mess. I know you are 
weary of wickedness. You often wonder why God 
suffers it to exist a singleday. Here itis, an ever-pres- 
ent, inexplicable, disgusting monstrosity which must 
be endured, though the soul sickens at the sight. 
Surely the righteous God must be weary of the sins of 
men. We see in part, we know in part. We can take 
refuge in our homes and hide our faces from the most 
disgusting scenes. But God sees all and knows all. 
And He is of purer eyes than to behold evil; He cannot 
look on perverseness, ‘‘Thou hast wearied me with 
thine iniquities.” The Lord is long-suffering and very 
merciful ; therefore sinful men are not consumed. 

The sins of others weary us, but our own sins give 
us most trouble. If we were to sorrow over the sins of 
others, and overlook our own, we should be very narrow- 
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minded and self-righteous. “Elijah was overwhelmed 
with the wickedness of Israel. He hid himself in de- 
spair, thinking that he was the only one in all Israel that 
feared and served the Lord. ‘The children of Israel 
have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine 
altars, and slain Thy prophets with the sword; and 
I, even I only, am left.” But he made a_ mistake. 
The still small voice informedshim that he was not 
the only servant of God; there were seven thousand 
in Israel that had not bowed the knee to Baal. The 
world is very bad, full of iniquity. But there are many 
people that are as good as we are and far better. Per- 
haps we may humbly thank God that we are bet- 
ter than some men. But there is little consolation in 
this fact. And we should take heed that we may not 
deceive ourselves. The poor sinner whom we despise 
may be nearer God than we are. Let us give heed to 
our own hearts and lives, and try ourselves by the stand- 
ard of God’s righteousness. We are deplorably sinful. 
Our hearts are carnal. We cleave to the dust. Selfish- 
ness rules us. Our highest aspirations are mean and 
low. And we do not reach our poor ideals. When we 
would do good, evil is present with us. Our best works 
are mixed with sin. Our'strongest faith is tainted with 
doubt. Our most ardent love is as cold as an iceberg 
when compared with the love of Jesus. In us, that is, 
in our flesh there dwelleth no good thing. Our sinful- 
ness and weakness amaze us. We hate sin; yet we 
have been vile enough to take pleasure init. And in 
spite of our watchfulness we have often fallen asleep in 
the midst of perils that endangered our souls. The 
word of God is true, ‘“‘Thereis none that doeth good, no, 
not one!” We can’t deny our sins, if we would. The 
Ethiopian knows his skin is black. Tongue cannot tell 
our weariness of sin. It has laid grievous burdens on 
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us. It has enslaved our souls. When we ask for bread 
it gives us a stone. When we sigh for rest, it increases 
our burdens. When we struggle for liberty, it loads us 
with heavier chains. It robes us in the rags of misery. 
It plunges us into the despair of death. The weary, 
sin-sick soul, in the very clutches of death, pours out 
these bitter words, ““O wretched man that Iam! Who 
shall deliver me out of the body of this death ?” 

1. Sin is a wearisome burden. 

Some persons seem to find pleasure insin. And there 
is a kind of pleasure in sin, but the pleasure is of a low 
order and only endures for a season. <A worldly, god- 
less life may seem to be bright and joyful at first; but 
after awhile it will become a bitter disappointment and 
a heavy burden. ‘“Beauteous indeed is this world! In 
its wide domain many joys float around us. Alas! that 
they should appear ever only a step from us, and that 
our anxious yearning for them should allure us on 
through life, step by step, even to the grave. So seldom 
is it that men find what they think destined to them by 
heaven; so seldom that they are able to retain what their 
hand had in an auspicious hour once grasped.” The 
woman of fashion pities her home-loving, wifely, 
motherly sister. In her mind, domestic cares are a great 
burden; it wearies her to think of them. But she ought 
to pity herself. After awhile her charms will fade, and 
society will thrust her out to starve and die. Then she 
will have no loving home in which she can take refuge. 
She has despised domestic pleasures; now she has no 
taste for them, even if it were possible for her to have 
them. The world has robbed her of life’s sweetest and 
most lasting pleasures, and has given her in return a 
disappointed and burdened heart. She is a faded leaf; 
her once-pitied sister is a fruitful vine. The drunkard. 
finds what he calls pleasure in the fiery cup. While 
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he is reveling he deems himself ‘“‘glorious, o’er a’ the ills 
0’ life victorious.” But the night of intemperance is 
_ followed by days of headaches and heartaches. The 
dregs of the cup are as bitter as wormwood. Every 
kind of sin becomes sooner or later a grievous, galling, 
crushing burden. The transgressor may find his way 
broad and easy at first—it inclines downward, and of 
course his progress is swift and easy. But the wheels 
of his triumphal chariot will drag by and by. I doubt 
that the sinner is ever as happy as he seems to be. 
“The way of the transgressor is hard.” In spite of his 
efforts to appear happy there is an increasing weariness 
in his soul. There is a worm gnawing at his heart- 
strings—the worm that never dies. You should not 
envy his bright smile. Itis counterfeit. In the Luxem- 
bourg Palace in Paris is a statue called “Being and 
Seeming.” A woman holds a smiling mask before her 
face. When one stands in front one sees only the mask, 
andis struck with the happy, careless expression. But 
step to one side and look at the real face. What a de- 
jected, sorrowful, haggard countenance, the very picture 
of misery! ‘The sinner wears a mask. When you look 
at this counterfeit face you think heis contented and 
happy. He makes you almost envious. His look is a 
reproach to you for trying to be happy in the service of 
God. But look upon his real face. the face of his heart. 
See the lines of woe. Sin has chiseled his soul into the 
very image of weariness. Some day the mask will fall, 
the delusion will end. His soul will appear as it is, with 
the sins and sorrows of years engraved upon it. 

God knows us all, and He has said that there is no 
peace to the wicked. It is impossible for the sinner to 
be happy. He has been wrong all his life, and he is 
wrong now. What pleasure can he have with the sins 
of a lifetime upon him? One glance at the long, dark 
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record sends a thrill of anguish through his soul. Paul 
could never forget that he had persecuted the people of 
God. The groansand tears of those that he had dragged 
to prison haunted him all his days. But he had the 
pleasure of repentance, the sad, sweet thought that his 
sin was forgiven. The impenitent sinner has nothing 
to comfort him. 

“Here on my heart the burden lies, 

And past offenses pain mine eyes.” 
Peter denied his Lord, and then went out and wept bit- 
terly. Sooner or later every sinner will weep bitter 
tears. “Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of 
man that worketh evil ?” 

I sympathize with the world’s toilers. This day mil- 
lions are resting from the labors of the week. Muscle 
and brain and heart are ‘weary. This holy day is a 
sweet nepenthe to their tired bodies. May all the weary 
ones drink, and forget the toils of the past week and be 
refreshed for the labors of the coming week! Men and 
women and children drag their weary limbs through the 
day of toil, and at night fall, tired and exhausted, upon 
their beds. God give them sleep and restoration! But 
there is a pleasure in honest toil. It usually brings a 
reward, the necessities and many of the comforts of life. 
The body that is made weary by labor finds refreshment 
in sleep. Labor brings health and happiness. Think 
of the millions that are made weary by sin. What re- 
freshment have those weary souls¢ Life is one long 
week of toil, with no nights of sweet sleep and with no 
Sabbath of refreshing rest. Sin has no rewards for the 
present life and no promise for the life to come. ‘The 
wages of sin is death.” Many a sinner will lie down to- 
night with a sigh, and wake to-morrow with a dull pain 
in his heart. The sleep of the righteous is peaceful. 
Kven in the night God awakens a song in his heart. But 
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the downy couch is a bed of thorns to the transgressor. 
Many sinful, sorrowful souls will this night wet their 
pillows with tears. ‘For every sortof suffering there is... : 
sleep provided by a gracious Providence, save that of 
sin.” Weary, sinful millions, how I aoe you would 
“heed the voice of Jesus, ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest!” 
How I wish your sorrow and sighing would flee away ! 


~~ HowI wish your night of weariness would end in the 


glorious morning of God’s peace—a peace that passeth 
understanding. Weary sinner, you are now sighing 
with a breaking heart, ‘O wretched man that J am!” 
Come to Jesus and you will shout with a bounding 
heart, ‘“‘O blessed man that I am !” 

2. Sin is a wearisome bondage. 

The sinner must bear his burden. He is the servant 
of sin, the bond-servant, ‘‘ sold under sin.” If he could 
lay his burden down in times of weariness, he might 
find a little rest. But he can’t do as he pleases. The 
slave must do the master’s will. After the toil of the 
day, the cruel master may give him a task for the 
night. The Egyptian task-masters not only compelled 
the Israelites to make so many bricks a day, but also 
“required them to furnish their own straw. The addi- 
tional task was too much for the poor slaves. But the 
crnel-masters cracked the whip over them and shouted, 
“Fulfill your works, your daily tasks, as when there 
was straw!” The bondage was severe and growing 
severer. Poor slaves, they were in great anguish of 
spirit! But they could not help themselves. Satan is 
a hard task-master. He is a merciless tyrant. At first 
he makes the burden comparatively light; but when 
he gets a firm grip on the sinner, he changes his mood 
and becomes a pitiless master. The sinner flatters 
himself that he can change his mode of living, when he 
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becomes weary. But he forgets that he is led captive 
by the devil at his will, and that he must do the bid- 
ding of his master. The horse that draws the coal- 
wagon may dream of freedom and rest in the green 
pastures where he grew up. But he can’t get out of 
his harness. He is chained to his heavy load. He can 
only dream of that paradise of green grass and soft 
turf. His feet are weary of these hard streets. Every 
step sends a thrill of painthrough his body. The clang — 
of his iron hoof distracts his brain. His collar galls 
his shoulder and chokes the breath out of him. But he 
must move on. If he pauses a moment to think of what 
might have been, the harsh voice of his driver startles 
him into activity. If the load is too heavy, he does not 
dare to stop and rest; the merciless whip will split his 
quivering skin. What folly for him to dream of free- 
dom! Even the Humane Society can’t deliver him. He 
is doomed to this life of toil. He must pull and sweat 
and pant and bleed and die in the harness. What he 
would, that he does not, what he hates, that he must 
do. His life is a wearisome bondage. The sinner is a 
slave. ‘His servants ye are whom ye obey.” He is a 
galley-slave, chained to the bench, compelled to pull 
the oar, and doomed to sink at last, when his prison- 
ship goes to pieces in tlie crash of battle. 

There is perhaps not a sinner on earth that does not 
wish at times to be free, to be a child of God. The hot, 
dusty, hardroad of sin runs in sight of the green pas- 
tures and still waters, and thus the weary sinner must 
sometimes get a glimpse of “the transporting, raptur- 
ous scene.”” Can he see ‘the sweet fields” without 
longing to be in them? But let him try to forsake the 
hard-beaten path of sin; let him turn aside ana cross 
over into the green pastures. His way is fenced, and 
there is no gate in the wall. There is only one way 
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into the Kingdom, and that is far behind him. Will 
he retrace his steps and enter by the door? It is not 
easy to go back and begin anew. When he pauses to 
think of returning, his master goads him on. What he 
would, that he cannot do. He may hate sin, but he 
continues init. To willis present with him, but to do 
that which is good is not. Thousands of unbelievers 
are in this distressing condition. They wish to be 
Christians, but they can get no further than the wish. 
They are in the harness of sin, wearily drawing their 
heavy load, and cruelly driven onward in the way of 
death. Family relations and society relations and bus- 
iness relations fetter them. Conversion to Christ 
would cause a veritable revolution in their lives. 
_ Nearly every earthly tie would have to be be broken. 
Not many of them have the courage to forsake all and 
follow Jesus. They are weary of sin, but they have 
not the strength to give it up. 

You are not a Christian, but you don’t believe that 
you are in such a deplorable state? Well, let me see 
you turn away from your sins, and live a humble, right- 
eous, pious life. You say you can be a good Christian; 
try it. You can’t stir hand nor foot nor tongue! A fly 
can’t extricate itself from the spider’s web. Its struggles 
increase its entanglement. Perhaps you have made 
some feeble efforts to be a Christian. But you did not 
succeed. You are worse off to-day than you ever were. 
Sin is wrapped round and round your very soul till you 
are helpless. You can’t turn your feet unto the testi- 
monies of the Lord. When you try to pray your tongue 
cleaves to the roof of your mouth. Have you even 
strength enough left to weep over your miserable state? 
Sin has paralyzed your soul. You have enough mind 
left to see that you are in a bad way, but not enough 
strength to extricate yourself. I was once called to the 


WEARY OF SIN. By ae 


58 WEARY OF SIN. 


bedside of a neighbor that“had been paralyzed. He 
was blind and dumb. When I took his lifeless hand in 
mine and spoke to him, he knew me. He tried to speak. 
He wanted to make a dying request. But his tongue 
could not utter a word. After several fruitless efforts, 
he broke out in the most heart-rending sobs, and the 
tears ran down his cheeks like rain. Poor, impotent 
man! It would have been better if he had lost his con- 
sciousness when he lost the use of his body. What 
could hedo? What could we his friends do? We fell 
upon our knees at his bedside and wept and prayed. 
But we could not diliver him from the body of that 
death. How weary he was of that living death! But 
there was no help for him this side of heaven. The 
sinner is spiritually paralyzed. He is living, and yet he 
is dead. And though he may be inable to speak a 
word, in the anguish of his soul he is thinking, ‘‘ Who 
shall deliver me out of the body of this death?!” “TIT 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” He is 
mighty to save. A word of power from Him will send 
the fresh currents of a spiritual, eternal life through the 
impotent soul of the sinner. ‘The Son of Man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins.” 

Even the good, pious Christian feels weary of sin. 
The burden of sin has been removed from him, and he 
is no longer in bondage to the evil one; yet he is poor, 
and weak, and sinful. He often does the things he 
hates, and he is often unable to do the things he wishes 
to do. His aspirations are much higher than his at- 
tainments. Often he groans in this tabernacle, being 
burdened ; not that he would be unclothed, but that he 
would be clothed upon. that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up of life. He would be perfect, but he can- 
not be so. The life of Christ. is his inspiration, and 
also his despair. It rises farabove him, an unapproach- 
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able, animmaculate, asupernal ideal. Many times his 
longing heart cries out, ‘‘ When, O thou blessed, thou 
perfect One, shall I be like Thee! Iam weary of these 
imperfections and sins. Wash me from these earth- 
stains, and make me whiter than snow!” Be com- 
forted, weary Christian. You shall soon be like Him; 
for you shall see Him as He is. 


“Flee as a bird to yon mountain, 
Thou who art weary of sin; 
Go to the clear fowing fountain, 
Where you may wash and be clean. 
Fly, for the avenger is near thee; 
Call, and the Savior will hear thee ; 
He on His bosom will bear thee, 
Thou who art weary of sin, 
O thou who art weary of sin !”’ 
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“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.”— /ohn xiv:6. 


The disciples were in trouble. They were sorely per- 
plexed. What did the Master mean? ‘In my Father’s 
- house are many mansions; if it were not so. I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if Igo and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. And whither I go, ye know the 
way.” But they did not know the way. Thomas said, 
“We know not whither Thou goest; how know we 
the way ?’ How much they knew, and yet how little! 
The great doctrines of the gospel were seen by them 
from a wrong point of view. Their ideas of the Mes- 
siah’s Kingdom were warped by traditional and nation- 
al prejudices. At this time it was not clear to their 
minds that Jesus must die. for the redemption of men, 
that He must rise from the dead and ascend to the 
Father, and that He must prepare a place for His peo- 
ple and come again and receive them unto Himself. 
They were on the verge of a great crisis. All their old, 
worldly. Jewish ideas were about to be dissolved. 
Strange forebodings filled their hearts. They heard the 
low rumblings of that earthquake that was to destroy 
the ancient temple of Judaism. Christ’s words were 
obscure and ominous. For the moment they were un- 
settled, not sure that they knew anything. The Master 
: 61 
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did not enter into a detailed explanation of the state- 
-ments He had made. They could not then see the ne- 
cessity of His departure; a description of the many 
mansions would have been useless; and of course the 
doctrine of His Second Coming was beyond their com- 
prehension. It was enough for the present for them to 
trust Him. He presented Himself to them as the solu- 
tion of their perplexitiés, as the embodiment of all that 
they needed to know. “Iam the way, and the truth, 
and the life”’ ‘Look at me; I am the way to the 
Father. Follow me, and you shall not fall into error; 
Tam the truth. Trust me, and you shall not perish; I 
am the life.” The disciples’ views of Christian truth 
were in achaotic state. In their confusion they had to 
cling to Jesus. He was the answer to every question. 
He was the only and sure hope in this time of trouble 

“YT wish to emphasize these words of Jesus, ‘Iam the 
way.” We know very little religious truth. Many of 
our ideas of the Father and of His abode are erroneous, 
and will doubtless some day vanish and leave us in a 
state of confusion. Perhaps we do not clearly under- 
stand the simplest doctrine of the gospel, perhaps it is 
impossible for the human mind to get a correct idea of 
divine things. Even the things that are revealed to us 
are partly hidden from us. we can’t see them clearly 
from our point of view. We are in the low-grounds, 
many things obstruct our view. We have to walk by 
faith, for we cannot walk by sight. The road to heaven 
isa highway, and the wayfaring man, though a fool, 
need not err therein. Yet no one can take in the whole 
road at aglance. The way leads uphill and downhill. 
Necessarily many perplexing questions arise: We can- 
not know the road till we have gone over it. If we try 
to solve our difficulties in the usual way we become en- 
tangled and unable to extricate ourselves. It is not 
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necessary to understand all the details of the way. 
Many of the doctrines of the gospel must remain ob- 
scure to us. We should not worry over our ignorance. 
We are not insecure because the way is dark to us. Let 
us put our trust in Jesus. Heis theway. We are just 
as secure in the dark as we are in the light, if we follow 
our Lord. If we do not understand His word, we know 
Him. He is a faithful guide. He will not deceive us. 
“Tf it were not so, I would have told you.” True, we 
do not know Him perfectly. But we know Him well 
enough to trust Him. We do not need to see the dis- 
tantscenes. One step is enough for us. Heis the way, 
every step of the way. Speculation will plunge us into 
deeper perplexities. But when we look at Him all our 
doubts and fears vanish. You must make up your 
mind to remain ignorant of many religious truths, and 
yon must take the man Christ Jesus as the very light of 
heaven to your darkened soul. When you become be- 
wildered and lose vour way. trust Him; He is the way. 
If you follow Him, you cannot wander far into error ; 
He is the truth. If you trust Him implicitly, you can- - 
not perish ; He isthe life. Christ is all you need. In 
Him “are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
hidden.’ He ‘was made unto us wisdom from God, 
and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” 
You cannot now see the Father and the many mansions; 
but you can see Jesus with the eye of faith. God has 
given His own Son as an assurance of all the other good 
things that He has promised. While you have Him 
you do not absolutely need anything else. He is the 
light of the world. ‘In Him was life; and the life was 
the light of men.” Those that walk in this light cannot 
be in darkness. 7 

Many are now saying. “ We know not whither Thou 
goest; how know we the way?” Ignorance has become 
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aparty-cry with some people. They boast of their 
ignorance. They say that they don’t know anything 
about the next world, that no one Knows anything or 
can know anything about it. Maybe there is a heaven, 
but probably not. It is, therefore, nonsense to talk 
about the way to heaven. Agnosticism is cold indiffer- _ 
ence. The agnostic impresses me that he prefers to re- 
main in ignorance. He closes his eyes that he may not 
see. It is folly to say we don’t know anything, because 
we don’t know everything. There are many places on 
this earth that we have not seen, and we can go to these 
places too without Knowing a great deal of the way. 
We can travel on the cars without knowing how to 
build a railroad, or how toruna locomotive. If the 
railroad has been built by a wise and competent man, 
and the locomotive is run by a good engineer, we are 
reasonably secure. We don’t have to know the details - 
of building and running a railroad. So we don’t have 
to understand all the doctrines of the gospel in order to 
be saved. We intrust our souls to Jesus, He knows the 
way. One would as well say. “I am ignorant, and I 
never can Know everything, therefore I won’t make an 
effort to get an education; Tl live and die in igno- 
rance.” Willful ignorance is inexcusable. “Tf any 
man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teach- 
ing. whether it be of God, or whether I speak from my- 
self.’ God knows that we are ignorant. that we don’t 
know the way to heaven, that we are lost; therefore 
He sent His Son to save us. “Christ is the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God.” But what good will He 
do us, if we refuse to follow Him? We don’t know 
much , but we ought to follow on to know the Lord. 
“This is the way, walk ye in it!” 

But many that are ignorant really wish to know the 
way. They are honestly perplexed. Many questions 
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arise in their minds. They make the mistake of sup- 
posing that all these questions must be answered before 
they can go forward. God has not answered them, and 
men can’t answer them. We can’t see God. We can’t 
see the Lord Jesus. We can’t see the heavenly home. 
These and many other things must be spiritually dis- 
cerned. The way to heaven is like the path in the sea. 
The path is marked out by the stars, not by land- 
marks. The pilot on the Mississippi guides his boat by 
the headlands and the trees and the danger lights ; he 
depends on these objects. It would be impossible to 
apply this method to ocean navigation. The mariner 
must go by the chart and the compass and the stars. 
His way across the ocean is clearly marked out in the 
heavens. If he would be sure of his way, he must look 
upward and not around him at the trackless waste of 
water. You can’t apply material methods to spiritual 
things. Won’t you cease to live by these worldly land- 
marks? Your path is marked out by heaven. Look 
upward and guide your life by the star of Bethlahem. 
When God opened a way for the children of Israel 
through the Red Sea, He commanded them to go forward. 
That was no time for scientific investigations. It was 

- not necessary for the people to know how God divided 
the sea and kept those walls of water in position. He 
made a plain path for them, and it was their plain duty 

to walk init. Why should you perplex your soul with 
many unanswerable questions? If your doubts are hon- 
est, you ought to make an honest effort to solve them. 
Don’t emphasize your ignorance. Jesus is the way. 
Follow Him. ‘He that believeth on Him shall not 
be put to shame.” 

Get a eo understanding of Christ’s words, ‘‘ Iam 
the way.” If you were hopelessly lost in a great for- 
est, some one would have to show you the way out 
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You sit down in despair. You don’t know north from 
south. There is no path. There is not a familiar land- 
mark. You have beaten about to find your way, but 
your efforts have only increased your confusion. Now 
one that knows you and knows the forest well finds 
you and offers to lead you home. You take his hand 
and follow where he leads. It would do you no good 
- for him to describe the way. Personal guidance is 
your only hope. You surrender yourself completely 
to your guide. He is sight and wisdom and knowledge 
to you. If the way is long and tortuous and rough and 
dark, you ask no questions, but cling to him. He is 
literally the way to you. He Knows, you don’t know. 
Apart from him you are lost; with him you are safe. 
Now you arrive at home, and some one says, ‘** Which 
way did you come?” You answer. pointing to vour 
guide, ‘‘He is the way.” Men are lost Jesus came to 
seek and to save the lost. Apart from Him we can do 
nothing. We give ourselves up to His care’ We put 
our souls in His keeping. ‘“ Christis all.” ‘‘ No longer 
I, but Christ liveth in me: and that life which I now 
live in the flesh I live in faith, the faith which is in the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself up for 
me.” We must love Him and trust Him with all our 
hearts. Wherever He leads we must follow. Some- 
times the way will seem rough and dark. Doubts and 
fears will arise. But we must not forsake Him and 
turn to our own way. With Him we are safe; without 
Him we are lost. He is everything to us. He-is more 
than earthly happiness. He is more than human wis- 
dom. Heis more than friends. He is more than any 
doctrine, more than our creed, more than our. Church. 
Our faith and hope and love are based on the Person, 
Christ Jesus He is the beginning and the middle and 
the end of our spiritual life. If we will trust Him, He 
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will lead us safely home. “We are become partakers 
of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our confi- 
dence firm unto the end.” 

Jesus speaks to every perplexed soul, to every one 
that is groping in darkness, trying to find the way to 
heaven, “Zam the way.” He is the way, the only way, 
the sure way to the Father’s house. 

1. He is the only way. 

_ ‘**No one cometh unto the Father, but my me.” It 
may seem a little narrow to some would-be liberal 
souls to preach Christ as the only way to heaven. But 
He is the only way, or He is nothing. No one else has 
the words cof eternal life. To whom will you go, if you 
turn away from Him? ‘In none other is there salva- 
tion: for neither is there any other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, wherein we must be saved.” 
“Except ye believe that Iam He, ye shall die in your 
sins:” “ whither I go, ye cannot come.” If we could 
have been saved in some other way, would God have 
- given His Son, to die on the Cross for our salvation ? 
We may have doubts and fears, and yet be saved. 
We may have a dim, or even erroneous view of many 
Christian doctrines, and yet be saved. We may partly 
misunderstand the Savior and have wrong ideas of His 
kingdom, and yet be saved. But we cannot reject Him 
as our Savior and seek salvation in some other way, 
and be saved. Paul said to the Galatians, ‘‘If ye re- 
ceive circumcision, Christ will profit you nothing.” 
Don’t be deceived. Your salvation depends an a per- 
son, not ona thing. If you depend ona church, ora 
creed, or a religions ceremony, you miss the mark 
entirely, you take the wrong road. You must put your 
trust in the Son of God. Your faith may be weak and 
imperfect, but it is a saving faith, for it is based on the 
Rock, Christ Jesus. and not on thin air. ‘‘ What must 
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I do to be saved?’ There is only one true answer to 
this question, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou 
shalt be saved!” If there be another way of salvation, 
point it out. If there is no other way, how will you 
escape if you neglect so great salvation? A new and 
- weighty emphasis should be laid on these words of 
Jesus, ‘No one cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 
2. He is the sure way. 

* There is no need of another way. One way is enough. 
If there be need of more than one way, why not have a 
thousand ways? Who can doubt that Jesus is able 
and willing to save all that come to God by Him? 
‘‘He is able to save to the uttermost them that draw 
near unto God through Him, seeing He ever liveth to 
make intercession for them.” Jesus spoke these words 
to assure the hearts of His disciples. “Let not your 
heart be troubled.” ‘‘I am the way.” ©“ Because I 
live, ye shall live also.” You want to be sure that you 
are right, you don’t want to lean upon a broken reed. 
Well, put all your trust in Jesus. No one that follows 
Him can make a mistake. You may make a mistake 
in your creed. No doubt you now have wrong views of — 
many Christian doctrines. But if you truly love and 
lovingly obey Christ. you will not be lost, and you 
cannot go very far wrong in your views of gospel truth. 
Those that put the proper emphasis on Christ as the 
only and all-sufficient Savior are likely to be right in 
their views of His teachings; the Spirit will declare the 
things of Christ unto them. Can a loving, obedient 
follower of Jesus lose the way to the Father’s house? 
Not one of His little ones shall perish. No man is 
able to pluck them out of His hand. You see a little 
child starting out to go to a distant part of the city and 
you feel sure that he will lose the way. But you have 
no fears when you see the father bearing the child in 
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his arms. God has given His angels charge over His 
little ones, and when it is necessary, He bears them in 
His own arms. The everlasting arms are underneath 
the saints. You may justly doubt that the wicked will 
be saved. But you feel sure in your soul that the gen- 
tle, loving, holy followers of Jesus will find that heaven- 
ly home that they so earnestly seek. The Savior has 
gone to prepare a place for them, and He will surely 
come and receive them unto Himself. God gives us 
the assurance of salvation through Jesus Christ. ‘‘ We 
know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dis- 
solved, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

It is strange that Christians sometimes become so 
bewildered that they do not know the way. The 
Father’s house seems distant and obscure to them, 
almost a fiction. Mountains of difficulties loom up 
before them and shut out their view of heaven. Dark, 
‘impassible chasms intersect their path. Now and then 
the way seems to break up into a multitude of indis- 
tinct roads, and they don’t know what to do. Why 
don’t they remember these words of Jesus, ‘‘I am the 
way?’ Cling to your Lord and Savior. He has over- 
come the world, and your faith in Him will enable you 
to overcome the world. You don’t have to see your 
way. Cease to lean upon your own understanding. 
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him 
and He shall bring it to pass.” ‘“ Rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for Him.” When will Christians learn 
to put their whole trust in Jesus? He solves every dif- 
ficulty of those that love and trust Him. 

It is strange also that inquirers are so slow in under- 
standing this truth. They feel after God along time 
before they find Him, though He is not far from every 
one of them. This is their mistake: They imagine 
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that the way of salvation isa doctrine, or a ceremony, 
or a church, or a feeling, or a good deed, or a reforma- 
tion of life; but the way of salvation is a Person, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. These lost souls are beating 
about the world, going up and down seeking a path to 
heaven, while the Savior offers to lead them, and, if 
need be, to bear them in Hisarms. No thing has any 
power to save. Our salvation depends on a loving, 
ever-living Almighty Person. Jesus is the “new and 
living way.” Begin this minute to love and trust Him 
the best you can. You don’t know Him very well, but 
He knows you through and through. Don’t let your 
heart be troubled about the past, nor the present, nor 
the future. Believe in Jesus. You will be secure in 
Him. You need not fear though the earth be removed, 
and though the mountains be carried into the midst of 
the sea. It is the sure law of the spiritual world that 
every soul that loves and trusts the Son of Ged shall 
be saved. Away up in the Rocky Mountains a little 
drop of water oozes silently from the mountain’s heart 
and starts on its long and tortuous journey to the sea. 
It asks no questious. Ir has no fears of the way. 
Obeying a law of nature it confidingly drops into the 
brooklet, then flows into the streamlet, then joins the 
great river and is borne by the mighty current to its 
ocean home. God has made for it a sure way to the 
sea. And He has made a sure way for your soul, to 
the eternal home. Jesus Christ is the way. Drop 
confidingly into the current of His love. He will surely 
bring you to the Father’s house. 
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AR 
“He saved others; Himself He cannot save.”—Matt. xxvii: 42, 


“ What think ye of the Christ?” When Jesus was 
going about His work, preaching the gospel, healing 
the sick, and raising the dead, men regarded Him with 
wonder and admiration. His work was so remarkable, 
that it forcibly attracted the attention of the people. 
They had never before seen anything like it. His 
mighty works surpassed those of Elijah and Elisha. 
Could He do these things unless God was with Him? 
Would the Messiah be able to do mightier works? If 
the people mused in their hearts whether John the 
Baptist were the Christ or not, how could they help 
regarding Jesus as the Messiah? If that had beena 
time of independent thought, of Spiritual freedom, the 
people would have owned Jesus as their Messiah with 
the wildest enthusiasm. But they were in bondage. 
Their religious leaders opposed Him bitterly, and they 
did not dare to go contrary to the opinion of the rulers. 
So the people had no definite, fixed opinion of Jesus, 
but wondered and waited. 

Time did not help the doubters to arrive at a just 
conclusion concerning Jesus and His work. He grew 
more mysterious as He approached the end of His min- 
istry. When they saw Him on the cross, it was almost 
impossible for them to believe in Him as the Messiah. 


He was no longer the wonder-worker. They saw Him 
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in weakness, suffering, dying. Once it seemed that He 
was superior to all Hisenemies. But now He was com- 
pletely in their power. Once thousands followed Him 
and sang His praises. Now there were only a few 
helpless friends to weep over His sad fate. Still the 
common people who had once heard Him gladly felt 
that He was innocent and good. They stood beholding 
the crucifixion, knowing that- they were witnessing an 
extraordinary tragedy. Heaven and earth were in 
sympathy with the suffering Jesus. Many crucifixions 
had taken place on Golgotha, but none so remarkable 
as this. When at last He expired, the people smote on 
their breasts and returned to their homes. The dread- 
ful darkness of the cross had settled on their souls. 
What would be the end of that day’s business! His 
death confused them more than His life. The poor dis- 
ciples were stupified. During His ministry they 
thought they knew Him. ‘“ Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” He had several times told 
them that He must be crucified. But they did not be- 
lieve Him. How could sucha glorious ministry have - 
such an inglorious end! Surely He would not suffer 
Himself to be put to death in this shameful way. No 
doubt they expected Him to escape from His enemies, 
as He had done before. Heaven would interpose in 
some way. He would not, He could not be crucified! 
What was their consternation when they saw Him 
raised aloft on the cross amid the demoniacal shouts of 
His enemies. Hours went by and He remained there, 
bleeding, dying. At twelve o’clock a supernatural 
darkness settled upon the land. Maybe the Father 
would now deliver Him. But the stillness of that dark 
hour was broken by a heart-rending cry. It came from 
the lips, from the very heart of their suffering Lord. 
The words were distinct. ‘‘My God, my God, why 
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hast thou forsaken me!” That cry sent a thrill of 
horror through their souls, and convinced them that 
their worst fears must be realized. The weary hours 
dragged on till they heard Him say, ‘It is finished!” 
Then they heard another loud cry, a wail of anguish; 
and then the words, *‘ Father into Thy hands, I com- 
mend my spirit.” All was over. He was dead. For 
the time their faith was shattered, and their hope 
ruined. A dead Messiah! ‘ We hoped that it was He 
that should redeem Israel!” 

While the common people were bewildered and the 
disciples were in despair, the enemies of Jesus were 
confident and jubilant. They had long regarded Him 
as a dangerous impostor, and that opinion of Him was 
now confirmed. He was in their power, as weak and 
helpless as the basest criminal. For months they had 
tried to kill Him. Now they actually had Him nailed 
to the cross between two malefactors. It was too late 
for them to waver in their opinion, and there was in 
them noshadow of turning. It was the hour of triumph, 
and they made the most of it. Perhaps they feared at 
first that He would escape their grasp in some miracu- 
lous way. He gave them an indication in Gethsemane 
when His heavenly glance smote them to the ground, 
that He was giving Himself up to them, and they were 
not taking Him by force. But as He patiently bore 
one indignity after another, they grew bold and confi- 
dent. They felt that He was indeed in their power. 
He showed all the signs of weakness. Indeed He was 
weaker and more dejected than the malefactors. As 
His strength and life were ebbing away, they could not 
restrain their devilish joy. They derided Him, mocked 
Him, taunted Him. ‘‘ They that passed by railed on 
Him, wagging their heads, and saying, Thou that de- 
stroyed the temple, and buildest it in three days, save 
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thyself: if thou art the Son.of God, come down from 
the cross. In like manner also the chief priests mock- 
ing Him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved 
others; Himself He cannot save. He is the King of 
Israel; let Him now come down from the cross and we 
will believe on Him. He trusteth on God; let Him 
deliver Him now, if He desireth Him: for He said, I am 
the Son of God.” It is hard for us to understand their 
fiendish delight. Weshould atleast pity Him in His 
weakness and suffering. But they regarded His pres- 
ent weakness as the crowning argument that He was 
an impostor: the present hour justified their long and 
bitter opposition and avenged their wounded pride. 
They rejoiced in their victory over Him in the presence 
of allIsrael. For the time at least it seemed that they 
were putting out the light that was to be the light of 
the world. <A crucified Messiah promised nothing for 
Israel. 

If we were not accustomed to look upon the cruci- 
fixion in the light of subsequent events, we should 
stand dumb and hopeless in the presence of these 
mocking foes. The cross looks like a victory for unbe- 
lief. It is dark and mysterious. When we stand near 
it, a shadow comes over our souls, though we know it 
was there that Jesus won the glorious victory and paid 
the price of our redemption. The mocking of that mad 
mob seems to have an element of truth in it. Why 
didn’t Jesus come down from the cross? We think of 
the power He displayed on former occasions. He was 
always as gentle as a lamb, but also as strong asa 
lion. Think of His power over disease and death. 
Think how He stilled the tempest and calmed the rag- 
ing sea. Think how He multiplied the loaves and 
fishes and fed the hungry multitudes. Think how long 
His enemies had tried to kill Him, and how easy it was 
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for Him to see through all their devices and evade all 
their snares. His ministry was a triumph of wisdom 
and power. He was easily superior to allmen. With- 
out an effort He was master in every situation. He 
always knew the thing to do, when to do it, and how to 
doit. But now He is nailed to the cross, as weak and 
helpless asa child. Not a finger does He lift in His 
own behalf. Itis hard to believe the testimony of our 
eyes. But the hitherto omnipotent Jesus is now an 
impotent man. Can we believe in a crucified Messiah ? 
If He cannot save Himself, how can He save us? We 
could not join in the mocking of the Son of God. But 
the taunts of His enemies would seem very much like 
truth to us, if we had not learned to glory in the cross 
of Christ. 

Consider the words of the text. Try to understand 
the spirit of the mockers. ‘He saved others; Himself 
He cannot save.” These words express the opinion of 
His bitterest enemies in the hour of their triumph. 
You see first an admission, “ He saved others; and 
then an assertion, “ Himself He cannot save.” I think 
that a deliberate consideration of their words will con- 
vince us that they were moved by a blind, fanatical 
spirit; they were too ignorant and selfish to understand 
the crucifixion of our Lord. Their mockery illustrates 
how unbelievers may triumph in their own shame. 
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death.” Shame and 
everlasting contempt are the end and reward of persis- 
tent unbelief. 

The admission, ‘‘He saved others.” These are 
strange words to come from His enemies. Did they 
really mean to admit that He had saved others? For 
a long time they had tried to deny this fact; were they 
now willing to admit it, or were they deriding His 
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work? They had tried in every way to deny His mira- 
cles of healing. When Jesus healed the man that was 
born blind, they tried to show that the man was not 
born blind. And when they had to yield this point 
and were unable to disprove the healing, they stub- 
bornly refused to give the credit to Jesus. Time and 
again they witnessed His mighty works, and when they 
were utterly unable to deny them, in their desperation, 
they attributed His power'to the devil. The resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus was an undeniable fact. They owned 
that it could not be disputed. But they would not 
yield to the logic of this stubborn fact. It only made 
them the more determined to put Him to death. In the 
light of their previous conduct it is hard for us to 
understand this admission. But we must remember 
that in their hearts they knew, and had known fora 
long time, that “‘He saved others.” The admission 
was the unconscious expression of along stifled con- 
viction. It made no difference to them now. His work 
was done. His power was gone. The fact that He had 
once had this saving power showed more vividly His 
present weakness. If it had been a God-given power, 
He would not have lost it. They could now afford to 
admit that He had saved others. No thanks to them 
for the admission. It was an indisputable fact. Thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of witnesses were ready to 
bear their testimony to His saving work. He had been 
a Savior to many helpless, hopeless people. Even if 
He had lost that saving power, the past was secure. 
The record of His mighty works was written in ten 
thousand grateful hearts, and would be handed down 
to coming generations. His loving work formed an 
epoch in the history of Israel. It could not be exclud- 
ed from the annals of God’s people. Indeed it has be- 
come a part of the world’s history. Every succeeding 
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age has looked with wonder and admiration upon the 
man that blessed so many, and cursed none. And all 
wonder how men could hate and crucify a man that had 
done so much good. His splendid record of merciful 
deeds should have been a wall of protection to Him. 
We give no credit to the men that made this admis- 
sion; they did not make it ina friendly spirit. But 
we rejoice that even the most bitter enemies of our 
Savior had to acknowledge His saving work. It must 
be so. Even demons must own His saving power. 
Those that now regard Him as an impostor cannot deny 
His glorious record. The past at least is secure. Mil- 
lions of witnesses are ready to testify that He has saved 
them. The boldest and bitterest scoffer cannot wipe 
out what He has done. Yes, and the time will soon 
come when every knee shall bow to Him, and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

The assertion, ‘‘Himself He cannot save.” These 
men were blind. In the moment of their apparent 
triumph they did not see that their assertion could not 
logically follow their admission. It was evident that 
He was dying. They supposed He would not submit 
to such a death if He could help Himself. If He were 
really the Messiah, He would still have power. The 
Christ was to abide forever. No one believed that the 
promised Messiah could come to such a shameful end. 
God would not permit His own Son to be crucified! 
No matter what Jesus had done in the past, the fact 
that Ae was now dying was conclusive proof to His 
enemies that He could not be the Christ. Could He be 
the lion of the tribe of Judah? A dead lion! <A dead 
Christ! Death was a convincing argument to them. 
His career was atan end. ‘Dead men tell no tales.” 
It is easy to make an assertion. Sometimes men make 
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the worst mistakes when they are most sure that they 
are right. Blind unbelief is sure to err. His enemies 
were so elated over their apparent victory, that they 
were incapable of reasoning. We see many things 
now that did not occur to them, things that should 
have kept them from jumping at a conclusion. If they 
had thought of these two things, they would not have 
made such a confident assertion : 

1. Maybe He did not wish to save Himself. He had 
saved others. Maybe He had the power still, but did 
not wish to exercise it in His own behalf. This was 
true. No mancould take His life. He had power to 
lay it down, and power to take it up again. It had 
never been His custom to use His power in His own be- 
half. Why did they not remember the exhibitions of 
His power that they had seen? His refusal to save 
Himself did not necessarily prove that He was helpless. 
He had lived an unselfish life, and He preferred to die 
an unselfish death. But His selfish enemies were 
unable to imagine that He could be so unselfish. They 
were accustomed to helping themselves to the utmost 
of their strength. Submission was an unknown virtue 
to them. A voluntary sacrifice of life was beyond 
their comprehension. None of them would have died 
on the cross if he could have helped himself. They 
made a great mistake when they judged the Savior by 
their selfish principles. He could be able to save Him- 
self and yet willingly die the death of the cross. 

2. Maybe tt was apart of the divine plan that He 
should suffer and die. The death on the cross might be 
a part of His saving work. God has a way of doing 
things to suit Himself. Many of His purposes are be- 
yond human comprehension. Maybe they had a wrong 
notion of the Messiah and His work. Could it not be 
possible that He had foreseen the end from the beginning, 


THE SAVIOR MOCKED. 79 


4 


and was now carrying out the purpose of God? He was 
indeed offering up Himself, a sacrifice for His people. 
The Lamb was being sacrificed. God had provided this 
Lamb. If He should flee from the smoking altar, how 
could atonement be made for the sinful world? Why 
didn’t His enemies remember how Isaac submitted to 
his father Abraham, and allowed himself to be bound 
upon the altar of sacrifice, in obedience to God’s com- 
mand? Jesus was carrying out the will of His Father, 
therefore He could not save Himself. But they were so 
blind that they could not see the hand of God. It never 
entered their minds that Jesus was giving His life asa 
ransom for men. There was more in the crucifixion 
than was dreamed of in their philosophy. If they had 
known the counsels of God they would have covered 
their faces with shame. Itseems to us that they ought . 
to have known that it behooved the Christ to suffer 
these things, and to enter into His glory. And the signs 
and wonders that attended the crucifixion should have 
convinced them that the hand of God was in it. 
‘‘Himself He cannot save.” These words express a 
great truth, though the meaning given to them by His 
enemies is false. He had the divine power to come 
down from the cross. His arm was not shortened. He 
saved the malefactor while He was on the cross. If He 
had not wished to be led away to crucifixion, He could 
have defied all Jerusalem and the whole Roman Empire. 
Legions of angels were ready to do His bidding. One 
word from Him would have brought a flaming host to 
His rescue, and such a war as they would have waged 
against His enemies would have terrified earth and hell. 
Men would have had no power against Him unless it 
had been given to them from above. Their boast was 
vain. He was not bound to the cross by the power of 
men. The nails did not hold Him there. He was held 
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to the cross by the bands of love, ties that were invisi- 
ble to selfish men. He could not save Himself because 
He wanted to save us. The work of saving others re- 
quired Him to give Himself. Thus there is a deep spir- 
itual meaning in their mockery, ‘‘He saved others; 
Himself He cannot save.” Yes, He saves others, and 
therefore He cannot save Himself. If He had saved 
Himself, He could not have saved us. Why not? Be- 
cause selfishness always breaks down in the work of 
saving. Do selfish people do much towards saving 
others? Could you depend ona selfish person in the 
hour of extreme need? Would you confide your soul 
to a selfish Savior? If Jesus had come down from the 
cross He would have lost His saving power. ‘I, if I be 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto myself.” 
Men can now put their confidence in Him. They know 
that He is absolutely unselfish. He will never leave 
them, nor forsake them. The more unselfish you be- 
come the better you will understand this truth. If you 
are unselfish you know how to reserve your strength for 
others. Every day you refuse to do things for yourself 
that you have the power to do. ‘ Men praise thee, when 
thou doest well to thyself.” And they will never under- 
stand your unselfishness. When you reserve your 
strength for others, and refuse to expend it on yourself, 
they call you a fool. But let the heathen rage and the 
people imagine a vain thing. You can afford to have 
it said of you, ‘‘He saves others, but he can’t save him- 
self.” Indeed you can’t save yourself, if you are de- 
termined to save others. An unselfish heart makes a 
victim of its possessor. The work of saving leads in- 
evitably to self-sacrifice. The unselfish man may be 
called upon at any moment to make an offering of him- 
self for others, and he need not expect selfish men to 
understand and appreciate his sacrifice. 
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One evening a mechanic was going home from his 
work. His heart was glad with the expectation of see- 
ing his wife and babe. Loving thoughts so occupied 
his mind that he took no note of the many people that 
thronged the way. While he was passing over a bridge 
he was arrested by a scream of terror. A babe had 
leaped from its mother’s arms into the stream below. 
The people rushed to the side of the bridge and looked 
down upon the little one as it was borne away by the 
current. Strong hands kept the frantic mother from 
leaping into the river after her child. But who would 
save the little one? The workman took in the situation 
ina moment. It was only the work of a minute to set 
down his basket, throw off his coat, and leap into the 
river. Before the spectators could collect their senses 
he was striking out boldly for the sinking child. A life 
was offered for a life. Who was he, the father of the 
child? No. A relation or warm friend? No. Hewas 
an entire stranger, one of a thousand workmen that 
crossed the bridge every day. Why did he risk his life 
for an unknown child? He had an unselfish heart. He 
did not stop to think of himself when anyone needed 
his help. That was not the first time his unselfish heart 
had plunged him into the river. It was impossible for 
him to stand still and see a human being perish. Every 
impulse of his soul drove him to self-sacrifice. He never 
thought of self. Was it a weakness for him to give his 
life for the salvation of the child? If he had perished 
in the attempt, some would have pitied him, many would 
have called him weak and foolish. The selfish cannot 
understand the generous deeds of the unselfish. For 
this reason the crucified Christ was a stumbling block 
to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles. But ‘‘ the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men.” The crucifixion of 
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Christ was the crowning act. of His unselfish life. In 
the ages to come men will stand around the cross to give 
Him praise instead of mockery. ‘He humbled Himself, 
becoming obedient even unto death, yea, the death of 
the cross. Wherefore also God highly exalted Him and 
gave unto Him the name which is above every name.” 


“Sinners in derision crowned Him, 
Mocking thus the Savior’s claim; 
Saints and angels crowd around Him, 
Own His title, praise His name; 

Crown Him, crown Him; 
Spread abroad the Victor’s fame!”’ 


HUMANITY’S MUTE APPEAL. 


“When He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, be- 
cause they were distressed and scattered, as sheep not having a shep- 
herd.” —Mait. ix: 36. 


“Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach- 
ing in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all manner of disease and all 
manner of sickness.” Immediately after His baptism 
Jesus was led by the spirit into the wilderness. But 
He remained there only forty days. The wiiderness 
was the sphere of His temptation, but not of His labor. 
He came to seek and to save the lost, and therefore He 
went among lost men, and lived and worked in their 
sight. His mission was a practical one, and He went 
about it in a practical way. He made Himself one of 
the people. Now and then He retired to a secluded 
spot to pray, or to evade His enemies. But the great- 
est part of His time was spent in public places. He 
was familiar with the daily life of the people. He saw 
them at home, on the highway and in the market 
places. And He was a close observer. Nothing es- 
caped Him. He saw the children at play. He saw the 
- lost sheep, the lost piece of money, and the lost Son. 
He knew the price of a sparrow. Every detail of life ° 
was a matter of interest to Him. The common people 
found in Him a sympathetic friend, one that identified 
Himself with them in their daily life. It was not pop- 
ular at that time to keep company with the vulgar 


crowd. Holy men were afraid to touch a sinner. Con- 
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tact with the poor and sinful was a defilement. Relig- 
ious teachers had no word of consolation for sinful 
humanity. But Jesus literally threw Himself into the 
arms of the common people. He was not seeking the 
praise of men, but the good of humanity. And He had 
hopes of the people. He knew that His gospel was the 
power of God unto their salvation. His love for them 
met with a glad response. Men, women and children 
were attracted by His easy, friendly manner. Great 
multitudes pressed around Him. Even His speech 
attracted them. It was simple and plain and straight- 
forward. ‘The common people heard Him gladly.” 
They had never heard anything like it. 

‘When He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them. because they were distressed and 
scattered, as sheep not having a shepherd.” His view 
was not a superficial one. He did not glance at the 
people and pass them by. He saw them with His heart 
as well as with His eyes. They were in a miserable 
state. He drew noline between temporal and spiritual 
matters. The people as they were, poor, ignorant, dis- 
tressed, torn by human wolves, bleeding, dying, ap- 
pealed to His tender heart. They did not lay their 
grievances before Him ina formal way. No monster 
petition was presented to Him. At that time the com- 
. mon people did not even know their distresses; much 
less did they dream that there was any redress for their 
ills. They lived in a state of sullen despair! Poor, 
distressed, scattered people! Sinful, suffering human- 
ity had no words to express its needs. Words would 
have made no impression on men. Who cared for the 
cry of the poor? .Who was the sinner’s Yend? But 
Jesus did not wait to hear the voice of distress. The 
condition of the people was a mute appeal for His . 
divine sympathy and aid. The sight of the distressed 
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mulfitudes was a pathetic prayer, all that was needed 
to move His loving heart. He sees‘all. How glad I 
am that our Savior can see! Sometimes we can’t pray. 
Our distress makes us speechless. Our wretched state 
is the only prayer we can make. Some poor creatures 
don’t know how to pray. They have no eye of faith 
with which to look up to God. Their only appeal to 
heaven is a mute one. Bat Jesus sees these blind souls 
groping in the darkness of sin and sorrow. And He is 
moved with compassion for them. Their mute appeal 
stirs His soul to its deepest depths. He determined to 
to answer that voiceless prayer of the distressed and 
scattered multitudes. . “The needy shall not always be 
forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish 
forever.” 

The multitudes are making a mute appeal tous. It 
may be true that the people are not now in as deplor- 
able a condition as in the time of Christ. But they are 
still distressed and scattered, as sheep not having a 
shepherd. 

“ Man’s inhumanity to man 
Makes countless thousands mourn.”’ 

And many, through ignorance and sin, pierce them- 
selves through with many sorrows—they are the authors 
of their oyn misfortunes. But we must not consider 
humanity too philosophically. Let us take our fellow- 
men as they are. Letus regard them with our hearts, : 
We are in danger of overlooking their true state. Do 
you see the men and women and children that press 
around you? Many people live in the midst of multi- 
tudes, and yet pass their life in solitude. Selfishness 
blinds their eyes. If they see the needy, they do not 
regard them with sympathy. The poor we have always 
with us. and the sinful too. We see enough distress 
every day to move a heart of stone. Our heavenly 
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Father will be displeased, if we disregard humanity’s 
mute appeal. De 

Look at sinful, suffering humanity. Every day you 
see men that appeal to your heart, sinful men, wretched 
men, lost men. Yes, I know that they have brought 
themselves to this miserable state. We can read their 
history in the dark lines of their faces. They might 
have been good and happy men. But we must gently 
scan our brother man. It is-wrong to steel our hearts 
against those that might have done better. They are 
wretched now. Maybe a little sympathy from good 
men would help them even now to a better life. One 
day as I was going along the street my attention was 
_ attracted by a man in front of me. The bent form and 
gray hair showed him to be a man of nearly three 
scores. His clothes were worn and soiled, and his 
hands and face unwashed. He was talking to himself 
and gesticulating vigorously with his right hand- 
Unconscious of his surroundings he was pouring out 
the contents of his heart. Years of sin had filled him 
brimful of vileness. Out of the fullness of his vile 
heart, his mouth was speaking the most terrible words 
that ever horrified human ears. Involuntarily I rushed 
by him. The air of his presence was tainted with the 
fumes of perdition. How oftenwith aheart full_of 
pity, I have thought of that old man. Sin had done 
its work in him. “Sin, when it is fullgrown, bringeth 
forth death.” Thousands of men on our streets are 
filling up the measure of wickedness. By and by their 
hearts will become wholly vile and their unrestrained 
lips will pour out volumes of blasphemy. God pity 
these lost souls! 

Women make a stronger appeal for our sympathy 
than men make. The world ought to deal gently with 
them. They can’t endure its rudest blasts. And we 
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caif’t help thinking that they are better than men, and 
therefore deserve to be happier. But in fact the condi- 
tion of women has never been as favorable as that of 
man. Let us hope that man will some day give her the 
loving protection that she deserves and God designs 
her to have. She might be relieved of many burdens 
and shielded from many distresses. But it is well to 
remember that every sinful being is the heir of suffer- 
ing and sorrow. Forlorn and wretched women are 
stretching out appealing hands to us, and they will 
continue to do so as Jong as humanity remains weak 
and sinful. A distressed woman appeals powerfully to 
every good man. You can turna man away. He can 
help himself. But what can a _ helpless, friendless 
woman do? Many distressed women appeal to us to- 
day for sympathy and aid. They are hidden away in 
the cellars and garrets of this great city, working away 
their lives to earn a meager support for themselves and 
their children. Nota word do they speak to.us. But 
the place where they live, and their threadbare dresses, 
and their pinched faces and cramped hands are a mute 
appeal. Think of a woman making shirts at ten cents 
a piece to pay five dollars rent and buy food for herself 
and three children! . The noise of her sewing machine 
is a bitter wail for help. Long after the city has sunk 
into the silence of sleep, the heart-rending clatter of 
that machine continues. Eighteen hours’ work a day 
barely keeps soul and body together. But this hard 
work is one of the least of woman’s burdens. The 
other day I saw a woman crossing the street diagonally, 
wading through the mud in her haste. Her dress was 
soiled end torn, and her shoes were worn out. Under 
her arm was a bag which. I suppose. contained a few 
clothes like those she was wearing. There wasa frighten- 
ed, desperatelook on herface. Was she fleeing froma 
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‘drunken husband? Had she silently borne his abuse 
for years? Had he cursed her’ and beaten her till she 
could endure it no longer? There was none but God to 
whom she could tell her story of suffering, and perhaps 
the cruelty of the one that ought to have loved her had 
destroyed her faith in the loving Father. In her des- 
peration she plunged from an accursed home into the 
cold and wicked world. Would it have been a wonder 
if she had plunged into the river? 

A child was clinging to the ragged dress of that for- 
lorn woman! The pale-faced, frightened little fellow, 
clung to his mother’s torn skirt, for dear life. What 
experiences he had had! He had seen more in three 
or four vears than you have seen in a long life, enough 
to make him old, enough to crush his tender heart. 
His wretched life was the fruit of a miserable union. 
How helpless he was! His thin hand could scarcely 
hold on. His little legs were too short and too weak 
for that hasty flight. The tears on his cheeks told the 
story of the sorrowful little heart. I don’t suppose he 
could have told his mysterious distressif he had known 
the words with which to express it, The little sufferer 
was himself a prayer, a most pathetic appeal to God 
and man. And how many children are born in misery 
and nursed in the lap of sin and sorrow. Many _ little 
ones have not even the ragged skirt of a wretched 
mother to which they can cling. .From their birth they 
are exposed to sin and brutality. Humanity makes its 
strongest appeal in the person of a distressed child. 
The orphan’s home will have a support as long as ten- 
der-hearted men and women are left on the earth. 
Would that all the little sufferers might find a refuge 
in a home. But how many of them are worse than 
orphans. What can we do for those that are in the pos- 
session of brutal parents? Their caseis almost hope- | 
less. God pity tne multitudes of infant sufferers ! 
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-'Phe Christian must heed humanity’s mute appeal. 
Every one that isa follower of Christ has the Spirit of - 
Christ. He differed from the religious teachers of His 
day in this respect, He saw the needs of the people and 
gave Himself for their salvation. How far-seeing, how 
humane, how loving He was! And He imbued His dis- 
ciples with His Spirit. They were near-sighted and 
narrow-hearted. But He told them ¢o lift up their 
eyes and look upon the white harvest fields of Samaria. 
And before He left them He laid the whole world upon 
their hearts, ‘‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to the whole creation.” The Christian must 
live in loving contact with his fellowmen. He cannot 
shut his eyes against scenes of human suffering. He 
cannot stop his ears against the cry of the helpless. 
He cannot steel his heart against the wretched. 

His eyes have been opened. He once was blind, but 
now he sees. He sees many things that he did not see 
before his conversion. God’s Spirit has revealed them 
to him. Heaven is now in view. And the earth ap- 
pears in an entirely new light. Especially does he ‘get 
a new and better view of his fellow-men. He may in- 


deed at first see men walking as trees. But by and by 


the Spirit will clarify his vision and he will see men as 
they are, and will take his place as one of them. Once 
self filled his horizon. Now he sees multitudes of 
needy men standing around him and appealing for 
help. The sight amazes him. Every chord of his new 
_ heart vibrates with sympathy. How he would love to 
respond to the appeal of every needy human being! 
At times it is very painful to look upon needy human- 
ity. But he cannot close his eyes, if he would. They 
are open forevermore. 

His ears have been unstopped. While he was in the 
unregenerate state his ears were dull of hearing. The 
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sweet sound of the Gospel invitation did not penetrate 
his ear, and the solemn warnings of God’s Word were 
equally futile. It was especially hard for him to hear 
an appeal for help. The vries of the needy rent the 
heavens, but he did not hear them. But now his hear- 
ing is acute. His ear catches the faintest ery for help. 
At first he was confused, and distressed beyond meas- 
ure. But after awhile his ears became accustemed to 
the pleading tones of distressed humanity. It is not 
pleasant to hear the ery of the helpless. Yet he would 
not be deaf again for all the world. It is a pleasure to 
him to give relief to the needy. The cup of cold water 
is ever in his hand, and it delights him to give it to a 
thirsty soul. Even in his dreams he is ready to hear 
the Macedonian cry. 

His heart has been softened. Once he had a heart of 
stone. Neither the commands of God nor the needs of 
men could make any impression on it. He saw and 
heard some things. But his heart was cold and dead. 
The strongest appeal conld not move it to a loving re- 
sponse. He did not know then that his heart was hard. 
He imagined that he was generous. It was even his 
boast that his religion was charity. But when God 
gave him a heart of flesh he realized that he had never 
really loved men. Now he can rejoice with those that 
rejoice, and weep with those that weep. He can feel. 
His heart is very tender. The love of Christ makes 
the human heart wondrously kind. A Christian can’t 
be hard-hearted and cruel. It is his heart’s desire to 
do good unto allmen. He is a good Samaritan. His 
tender, loving heart lifts him above religious and 
notional prejudice, and makes him the joyful benefac- 
tor of every needy soul. — 

When a soul is converted it undergoes a great change. 
New sight and new hearing and new feeling are im- 
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parted by the Spirit of God. In no respect is the 
change more noticeable than in the new attitude towards 
men. The converted man regards his fellowmen in an 
entirely new light. “The new creature” is humane. 
The new heart is full oflove. In every new-born soul 
there is a great desire to do good to all men. Unregen- 
erate men are not aware of the indifference and hate 
that dwell in their hearts. Buta gieat love awakens in 
the regenerate soul. Paul was a persecutor of men be- 
fore he became a Christian. His conversion made a 
complete change in him. He assumed a new, a gentle 
and loving attitude towards men. The Spirit of Christ 
made him a benefactor. Never again didhe lay violent 
hands on a human creature. Indeed, he felt that he 
was debtor to all men. He saw the multitudes, dis- 
tressed and scattered, as sheep having no shepherd, 
and was ready to give his life for their salvation. Love 
made this ardent Jew an apostle to the Gentiles. When 
he wasin Athens his spirit was stirred in him. The 
whole city was given to idolatry. This mute appeal 
touched his lovingheart. What could he do for those 
lost sheep? ‘*He reasoned in the synagogue with the 
Jews and the devout persons, and in the market-place 
every day with them that met with him.” 

Christian, I call upon you in the name of our merci- 
ful Savior to heed the mute appeal of humanity. Look 
at the men and women and children that surround you. 
Multitudes of people in St. Louis are distressed and 
scattered, as sheep having no shepherd. Does not the 
sight stir your soul? And when you look at the mul- 
titudes don’t lose sight of the individual. This man, 
this woman, this child appeals to you. Here is an in- 
carnate history of sin and suffering. You may run and 
read it, if you will. The priest andthe levite may pass 
by on the other side, but your tender heart constrains 
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you to kneel by the sufferer. Words are not necessary. 
The mute appeal procures .your loving ministrations. 
Thunder could not be louder than this voiceless Prayer 
‘“* He that hath an ear, let him hear !” 

Sinful, sorrowful, pleading soul, do you find it hard 
to give voice to your appeal? Itis not necessary for — 
you to make a formal prayer. A sigh, a look, a gest- 
ure is enough. Jesus sees you. He knows you. He 
loves you. A mute appeal, one unconsciously made by 
you, moves His loving heart. The faintest sincere cry 
of your soul will bring the Good Shepherd to your res- 
cue. Think how many blessings He gives to prayerless 
men, because they are needy. He sends His rain upon 
the unjust. Will He not heed your appeal, O ye of lit- 
tle faith? His loving eye ranges over all the earth. 
Not a sparrow falls on the ground without the Father. 
The young raven does not know God. Yet the ery of 
this meanest bird is heard in heaven. Be encouraged 
to pray. Come, in some way, in your own feeble way, — 
make known your requests to God. If you cannot 
speak, look up, stretch out your hand to the loving 
Father of all. He will not tarn away from a pleading 
soul. 


THE CHRISTIAN'S ESTIMATE OF 
DUR: 


“T hold not my life of any account, as dear unto myself, so that I may accom- 
plish my course, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.” —Acts xx: 24. 


Satan is pretty well acquainted with men. He goes 
to and fro in the earth, and walks up and down in it, 
and, being always wide awake, he has a good opportu- 
nity for knowing the deeds and motives of men. But 
his judgment cannot be trusted in all cases. He made 
a mistake in his estimate of Job. Fora long time he 
watched Job from a distance, over the hedge, and made 
up his mind that that good man was serving God from 
selfish motives. This is the way he accounted for the 
fidelity of Job: “Doth Job fear God for naught? 
Hast thou not made a hedge about him, and about his 
house, and about all that he hath, on every side? 
Thou hast blest the work of his hands, and his sub- 
stance has increased in the land. But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he hati, and he will re- 
nounce thee to thy face.” The devilis extremely sel- 
fish, and from this point of view he judges every man. 
God had blessed Jobin his righteous life. It paid Job 
to be arighteous man. In Satan’s opinion that hedge 
of blessing was the only thing that kept him within 
the sphere of righteousness; if God would cease to 
bless him, he would renounce God. The devil imagines 
that every man’s heart can be approached through his 


pocket-book. But he made a mistake in Job’s case. 
93 


94 THE OHRISTIAN’S ESTIMATE OF DUTY. 


God permitted him to take away all the possessions of 
His faithful servant. The great loss only threw a 
brighter light on the fidelity of the good man. “The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord! In all this Job sinned not, nor 
charged God with foolishness.” 

Job was not mercenary, as Satan supposed he was. 
He did not place his worldly possessions higher than 
his duty to God. But Satan was still unwilling to 
admit that Job was a good, unselfish man; he could 
not believe that Job’s fidelity was based on principle. 
The loss of his worldly possessions did not move him ; 
but if God would touch his body, he would renounce 
God to His face. A great many men flinch when their 
pocket-books are touched. When a man stands this 
test, Satan has another and a severer test that he uses, 
one in which he places the greatest confidence—he 
touches the life. He was sure that Job had his price. 
“Skin for skin, yea. all that a man hath will he give 
for his life. But put forth thine hand now, and touch 
his bone and his flesh, and he will renounce thee to thy 
face.” Then God permitted him to lay upon Job the 
severest bodilv affliction. We may be sure he did his 
best. He covered Job’s bodv from head to foot with 
the biggest and sorest boils. The affliction was the 
most painful, worse than death. The good man was a 
loathsome sight. as he sat in the ashes and scraped his 
putrid body with a potsherd. His neighbors and 
friends turned away from him in disgust. The afflic- 
tion shattered his wife’s faith. She said to him, “ Dost 
thou still hold fast thine integrity? Renounce God, 
and die!” Job wanted to die, but he was not ready to 
renounce God. ‘Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh. What? Shall we receive good at 
the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all 


THE CHRISIAN’S ESTIMATE OF DUTY. 95 


this did not Job sin with his lips.” Satan was again 
disappointed. And no doubt he was disgusted too. 
He brought Job face to face with death, with a most 
disgusting and terrible form of death, and expected 
that he would renounce God. How could the man 
reconcile his condition with a merciful and loving 
Providence?) How could he hold fast his integrity 
amid such great afflictions? The faith of many people 
is based on worldly prosperity. They expect God to 
give, but not to take away. They expect good from 
the hand of God, but not evil. When Satan breaks 
through their hedge, they give up their integrity. The 
loss of worldly possessions ruins the religious life of 
many people; and the fear of death drives many to 
give up principle, and even faith in God. Through the 
fear of death Satan has made many renounce God. He 
has used this weapon for thousands of years, with great 
success. But he should know by this time that it is 
not sufficient in all cases. Many people have preferred 
death in its worst form to renouncing God. To-day 
God has many faithful servants that would suffer the 
loss of all things before they would give up their Chris- 
tian integrity. 

This is an old adage, “ All that a man hath will he 
give for his life.” It is the devil’s adage, one of his 
base falsehoods. Some men consider life the most val- 
uable thing, and will give up everything for it. But 
there are many noble-minded men who hold their lives 
of no account in comparison of other things. To the 
patriot life is not so dear as the welfare of his country. 
Multitudes of good men are ready to lay down their 
lives for home and loved ones. Itis a slander to say 
that they would betray their loved ones in order to 
save their own lives. And how many men and women 
hold their honor, their good name, far above their 
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lives. They would rather die a hundred times than to 
lose their fair name. Satan makes a mistake when he 
says, ‘ All that a man hath will he give for his life.” 

It will not do at all to apply this adage to the Chris- 
tian. Of course many timid Christians tremble in the 
presence of death, and the terrors of death have made 
many timid souls deny their Lord. Peter, bold as he 
was, gave way for the moment. But he had really for- 
saken all to follow Jesus... His heart was true to the 
Master, and in a short time he recovered his courage. 
Sooner or later the Christian learns to set a fair value 
on his life. His faith makes his earthly life fairer and 
sweeter and dearer to him. But he does not put it on 
a level with fidelity to his Lord. Life apart from the 
loving Savior would bea bitter thing. Satan and wicked 
men believe that Christians are mercenary. From their 
point of view this notion is natural. Principle is not 
absolute with them. They are governed by their own 
selfish interest. According to their creed it is one’s 
duty first of all to take care of ‘*number one.”  Princi- 
ple is an indefinite, fluctuating thing, depending on 
profit and loss. But the Christian has made up his mind 
to serve God. Duty is more important than his own 
interest, more important than life. He is ready to lay 
down his life for his Lord. When he must give up 
either life or faith, he does not hesitate to give up life. 
It is acommon thing for unbelievers to attribute mer- 
cenary motives to the Christian. You have heard them 
say this or that person professes to’ be a Christian for © 
the sake of the loaves and fishes: this man joined the 
Church in order to help himself in business, or to get 
into good society. The preachers are all preaching for 
money, they go where they can get the most -money. 
All these Christians are just as wicked as we are, in 
secret; at least they would like to do as we do, if they 


THE CHRISTIAN’S ESTIMATE OF DUTY. 97 


were not afraid. The devilisa great liar. It delights 
his heart to slander the people of God. He takes the 
example of an occasional Judas and argues that all 
Christians are hypocrites. The world should know by 
this time that Christians are in earnest. Multitudes of 
them have given up their lives for the testimony of 
Jesus. At this time many are offering themselves as a 
living sacrifice to God. They can use Paul’s words as 
their own: ‘‘IT hold not my life of any account, as dear 
unto myself, so that I may accomplish my course.” 
Paul’s life was a proof of his sincerity. Every day he 
showed that he placed his duty above his life. ‘I covet- 
ed no man’s silver, or gold, or apparel.” ‘ Even unto 
this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are 
mocked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling 
place; and we toil, working with our own hands: being 
reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we endure; being 
defamed, we entreat; we are made as the filth of the 
worid, the offscouring of all things, even until now.” 
Will any one be so base as to impugn the motives of a 
man that suffered the loss of all things and endured so 
many afflictions for the sake of the gospel? 

The Christian puts a high estimate on duty. He does 
not think less of life, but more of duty. Life is a sacred, 
divine gift. He will not throw it away. Very few 
Christians commit suicide. Those that make light of 
Christian duty, that count this life everything and 
Christian duty nothing are the people that take their 
own lives when the world disappoints them. The sor- 
rows of the wicked work death. But the Christian has 
joy in his life and hope in nis death. He does not put 
a fictitious value on this life, so it isnot so easy for mis- 
fortune to bankrupt him. Duty comes first. In com- 
parison of duty to God, life is a worthless thing. The 
Christian could not be happy living a life of disobe- 
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dience. For him to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
Jesus has shown us what estimate to put upon duty. 
His whole life is an exaltation of duty. It was His 
meat to do His Father’s will. And on the cross He 
sacrificed His life in obedience to the willof God. The 
cross is arevelation to us. It reveals the worthlessness 
of this life in comparison of our duty to God. It means 
that we must serve God at the cost of life. Jesus did 
not hold His life of any account, as dear unto Himself, 
so that He might finish His work. Those that follow 
Him must give up all. If any man loves his life more 
than his Lord, he cannot be a Christian. The teachings 
of the Savior on this subject are very clear and decisive. 
His people have understood His word, and have caught 
His spirit. Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and 
mark the spirit that animated the ancient heroes of faith. 
They were not stubborn. Faith is inflexible, and im- 
movable. The servant of God will not swerve a hair- 
breadth from the line of duty, not for the sake of his 
life. All duties are not alike. Some are more import- 
ant than others. But the true Christian will not break 
the least of God’s commandments. Any plain duty is 
weightier than life. Out of weakness he may falter 
when he ought to be firm ; the pressure may be greater 
than he can bear. But he holds the principle that duty 
is dearer than life, and he censures himself when he 
wavers in the least. Does God require this? Yes. 
Then he must do it! But the doing of it will cost him 
his life? That is God’s affair, not his. ‘‘ Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the 
soul; but rather fear Him that is able to destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” Itis best to do the will of God, 
even at the cost of life. Whata pressure was brought 
upon Luther to make him turn from the path of duty! 
But a legion of demons could not terrify him. And 
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what a victory God gave him! For ten generations the 
world has enjoyed the fruits of his fidelity. 


“Let goods and kindred go, 
This mortal life also: 
The body they may kill: 
God’s truth abideth still, 
His kingdom is forever!’ 


Let me give you two simple reasons why the Chris- 
tian puts this high estimate upon duty : 

1. He is moved by a feeling of obligation to God. 

Duty is not a light matter. It is something that 
ought te be done. It does not rest on pleasure, nor 
convenience. Every duty is founded on God. He tells 
us what we ought to do. He knows what is right, and 
He has aright to speak to us. When He speaks we 
must hear and obey. An unbeliever cannot appreciate 
this sense of obligation. The priests and the Saducees 
charged Peter and John not to speak at all nor teach 
in the name of Jesus. But they said, “‘ Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to harken unto you rather than 
unto God, judge ye: for we cannot but speak the things 
which we saw and heard.” Preaching was a solemn 
duty that they must perform inthe sight of God, though 
they were threatened with imprisonment and death. 
Paul had a stewardship intrusted to him. God sent 
him to do a certain work. The responsibility of his 
missien was on his heart day and night. ‘ Necessity 
is laid upon me; for woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
Gospel.” Every Christian is called unto service, every- 
one receives a commission. And upon the faithful per- 
formance of duty rest the rewards and glories of the 
future world. The dutiful servant will hear these words: 
“Well done good and faithful servant!” “Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” But the unfaithful servant 
will hear these words, “‘ Thou wicked and slothful ser- 
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vant!” “Cast ye out the unprofitable servant into the 
outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” What then is more importantthan the faith- 
ful and loving performance of our duty? ‘ What doth 
it profit a man, to gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
soul !” 

2. He is moved by his love to God. 

Duty is not based on fear... The Christian does have 
a wholesome fear of God. He fears to do wrong. He 
knows that no good can come to the wicked. ‘“ To obey 
is better than sacrifice.” ‘Rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as idolatry.” But love 
supplies the principal motive of obedience. Love 
prompted Jesus to give Himself for us. His great love 
is the most conspicuous thing in the Gospel. It is the 
loftiest peak in the range of heavenly doctrines, always 
visible to the eye of faith, crowned with supernal glory, 
the imperishable landmark of the loving Father, to 
charm and guide the pilgrim in the way of duty. ‘ Be- 
hold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us!” We love Him because He first loved us. 
“The love of Christ constraineth us.” Love is very ex- 
acting. It demands all. The loving Christian is intent 
on doing his duty. Fear inspires a spasmodic and im- 
perfect service. When certain things are done it allows 
its subjects to rest in peace. But love never slumbers. 
It is always urging us on in the path of duty. It makes 
the service of the Lord delightful. His yoke is easy, 
and His burden is light to the loving heart. Those 
that love Jesus will keep His commandments. A man 
that loves his family is always doing something for 
them. Love will not let him rest. Many a time when 
he feels like turning aside and laying down his bur- 
dens, love comes to his help and constrains him to go 
on. The Christian expects to meet his Savior some 
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day. A look of reproof on that loving face would 
pierce his heart. And even here on earth the Master’s 
smile of approval is worth more than life itself to his 
loving heart. 

‘“‘T hold not my life of any account, as dear unto my- 
self, so that I may accomplish my course.” In order to 
do our duty, to accomplish our course, to perform the 
service that we have received of the Lord, we must set 
a low price upon life. Jf your life is very dear to you, 
you will never do very much for Jesus. No Christian 
ever did much for the Lord till he learned to put duty 
above life. This carnal life is a clog and a fetter. 
' Thousands of Christians are now hindered in their 
Spiritual life by their great esteem for their worldly 
life. When a Christian duty is presented to them, 
they consult their worldly interest and comfort. If it is 
convenient, they do their duty; if not, they excuse 
themselves. Duty is made subordinate to this carnal 
life. The flesh isin the ascendant. They have never 
paid tribute to duty to the amount of one drop of sweat, 
while blood is the tribute that is required. What they 
need is emancipation from the flesh. They must make 
a new invoice of life and duty. A lower value must be 
placed upon life, and the highest value must be placed 
upon duty. As long as they hold life of any account, 
they will do nothing for the Lord. This worldly life is 
forever conflicting with duty. I don’t know why it 
must be so. But duty is forever putting us to great in- 
convenience. Every day we have to decide between 
duty and convenience. Here is a plain duty, but we 
shall have to make a sacrifice to do it. Will it never 
be easy and convenient for us to do our duty? Never, 
Ifear. I know it will never be so until we pull this 
carnal life down from its unholy eminence. We must 
find pleasure in doing our duty. Let this life alone. 
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Thrust it back. It is entirely too intrusive. It is not 
half so important as it appears to be. It is out of its 
place. Violent measures should be used to put it 
where it belongs. Down with this carnal life! Up 
with duty! True life, eternal life, is found in the path 
of duty. How foolish it is to think that life consists in 
the abundance that one has. Hear these words of a 
foolish man: “ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 
many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, be merry!” 
Hear these words of the all-wise God: ‘Thou foolish 
one, this night is thy soul required of thee; and the 
things which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be ?” 
Do you fancy that it is an easy thing to be a Chris- 
tian? Do you think that Christian duty is a light 
matter? It is the weightiest matter that ever was 
laid upon a human soul. If you would be a true 
follower of Jesus, count well the cost. “If any man 
would come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it.” 
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“Verily, verily, Isay unto you, If ye shall ask anything of the Father, He 
will give it youin my name. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, 
and ye shall receive, that your joy may be fulfilled.”— John xvi: 23, 24. 


Jesus was on the point of leaving His disciples. The 
loss of His personal presence would be a severe blow 
to their untried faith. He had promised them that 
the Comforter would take His place.and lead them into 
all truth. And He further comforted them by giving 
them the right to use His name in their petitions to 
God. Hitherto they had asked nothing in His name. 
Indeed they had prayed very little. They knew that 
He was prayerful, and He had taught them how to 
pray. But while He was with them they depended on 
Him for everything. I don’t suppose that it had 
occurred to them to use His name in making their re- 
quests to God. It must have been a surprise to them 
when He told them to ask in His name and promised 
that the Father would hear their petitions. He really 
gave them H is carte-blanche and assured them that His 
name would carry with it immeasurable weight. The 
Father is ready to honor the name of His Son. Every 
petition made in the name of Jesus will be heard and 
answered. A wide door of privilege was opened to 
these needy, despondent souls, an entrance into great 
joy. ‘‘ Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be fulfilled!” He could not remain with them in per- 
son. But He generously gave them the right to use 
His almighty name, the magical key that would open 


the storehouse of infinite blessings. He sends His dis- 
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ciples forth in His name and with His name. Thus 
they have access to all the resources of heaven. All 
the influence of that wonderful name is freely given to 
them. While they have the use of His name they can- 
not become poor and weak, unless indeed His name 
should lose its influence in the court above. But that 
name will never lose its power. For ages persons of 
all nations and classes and conditions have used it 
with wonderful success. This very hour millions are 
making petitions at the throne of grace in His name, 
and the gracious answers are filling their hearts with 
joy. And His name will retain its magical influence 
till He comes again, with power and great glory. 

Even in this sin-cursed and selfish world His name 
has unequaled power. It carries greater weight with it 
than any other name. Some men have made great 
names. Their names stir the hearts of their fellowmen. 
But time takes away the magic of a mortalname. A 
great man dies and his name soon loses its charm. 
The next generation pronounces it without emotion. 
Joseph’s name was mighty in Egypt while he lived. 
But after his death a new king arose who knew not 
Joseph. At the Convention in this city last June, the 
name of Cleveland called forth the wildest applause. 
And the name of Blaine stirred the Convention in 
Chicago. But twenty-five years from to-day these 
names will not cause a ripple in a political Convention. 
The name of Napoleon used to stir the hearts of French- 
men. But the great General is dead, and his name 
awakens little admiration in his countrymen, and does 
not terrify his enemies. Indeed he now has neither 
friends nor enemies. What weight has a decree that 
is published in the name of a dead ruler? A dead 
king has no more power than a dead dog. It is a mel- 
ancholy fact,every mortal name loses its power. Death 
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hurls the mighty from the throne of power. The great 
names of earth are like water that is spilled on the 
ground, like chaff which the wind drives away. But 
the name of Jesus has not lost its influence among 
men. Time has not taken away the charm of it. Cen- 
turies ago He died the death of a malefactor. His ene- 
mies tried to make His name most odious. There were 
many malefactors in His time. Tell us the name of 
one that has outlived the canker of time and is now 
cherished by loving hearts. The shame of the cross 
did not destroy His name, did not even taint it. On 
the other hand He made the cross honorable, His blood 
gave it a sweet perfume, turned its shame into glory, 
changed it into an emblem of victory. Death did not 
destroy His name, but really quickened the influence 
of it. He became mightier through death. His disci- 
ples did greater things in the name of the crucified 
Christ than they did while He was living. And His 
enemies feared Him more after they had put Him to 
death than before. More than eighteen centuries have 
passed away since He walked the earth, but His name 
still lives, and He has more admirers to-day than He 
ever had before, and these admirers are among the best 
and most intelligent people. Millions love His name, 
and are moved by it to do many noble and self-sicri- 
ficing deeds. Itisa living name. It was not born to 
die. ‘The red man has left his names on our rivers and 
mountains and cities and States. These Indian names 
are beautiful, but powerless. Our forefathers used to 
pronounce them with emotion, but they have little 
meaning forus. The children of the forest are gone, 
and their names are dead. But the name of Jesus still 
moves human hearts. Men, women and children, rich 
and poor, high and low, speak His name with the ten- 
derest emotion. It inspires the strong to use their 
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strength in unselfish deeds. It comforts the weak and 
sorrowful. The dying utterit with their last breath. 
Men approach one another in His name. It elevates 
the lowly and humbles the great, and unites men of all 
classes in a sweet and lasting fellowship. It has been 
transferred from the Hebrew tongue into nearly three © 
hundred languages. Who will erase this name from 

human speech? Who will tarnish this fair name, or 
‘prevent its onward march to universal fame? Soon it 
will become the watchword of mankind. Every day in 
every land men make petitions for mercy and aid in 
the name of Jesus. And His name makes the appeal 
powerful. The hardest heart melts when it hears the 
cry, ‘Help, for Jesus’ sake!” Mr. Hale has given us 
a beautiful little story, called, “‘In His name.” A 
secret brotherhood used this expression as a watch- 
word. Every appeal that was made ‘In His name,” 
received an immediate response. No brother hesitated 
to make any sacrifice ‘‘In His name.” The name of 
Jesus broke down every barrier between man and man. 
Caste and creed vanished when this magical name was 
uttered. But we don’t have to go to a work of fiction 
to learn the mighty influence of His name. Men are 
using it every day in their intercourse with one an- 
other. Those that love Him are banded together in a 
loving brotherhood, pledged to bear one another’s bur- 
dens. And they do help one another. Even the least 
of His people has the right to ask aid in His name. 
How many of us owe nearly everything to our breth- 
ren! They have helped us for His sake, because we 
love Him. Many times have we asked for a cup of cold 
water in His name, and received it. His people can 
never forget His words, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto 
one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it 
unto me.” He taught men how todo good. Millions 
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are given every year to benevolent causes, for His sake. 
How can His people withhold their gifts when His ser- 
vants say, ‘* The Lord hath need of them’? An appeal 
that is made in His name is a strong one. We should 
get more money for His cause, if we would go directly 
to His disciples and ask for it in His name. But we 
try every earthly shibboleth, and forget the magical 
words, ‘“‘In His name.” Why, in many cases His lov- 
ing servants don’t have to be asked to help His cause. 
He reigns in these loving hearts, and inspires them to 
make many magnificent voluntary gifts. We know 
that His name has a mighty influence with good men. 
It will never lose its power. May the time come when 
this sweet name shall be honored all over the earth! 

But heaven is the place where His name has the 
greatest influence. Up there it is all powerful. Here 
on earth it is often treated with indifference, or even 
blasphemed. But in heaven His worth is known. The 
angels delight todo Him honor. The Father is well 
pleased with Him. He did not promise us that men 
would hear every petition we make in His name. But 
He did say, “If ye shall ask anything of the father, 
He will give it you in my name.” God will not turn 
away from His pleading Son, nor from any one that 
makes a pleain His name. The Savior gives us the 
right to use His name in our petitions to God, and 
assures us that every prayer made in His name will 
be answered. We should accept this carte-blanche 
with the deepest gratitude. It is an unexpected favor 
and one that we do not deserve. And we should use it 
in faith, believing that His name will be honored, that 
our petition will be granted. 

Two thoughts arise in our minds as we consider the 


text: -; 
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1. His name gives us the right of petition. 

We are in danger of becoming presumptious. God 
is so gracious to us, that we can easily imagine that we 
have aright to go to Him for everything we need. He 
is indeed the giver of every good and perfect gift. But 
we must not forget that we are beggars, and that He is 
the Giver. We do not deserve the least of His favors. 
Every thoughtful sinner feels his unworthiness, and 
does not dare to lift up his eyes in the presence of the 
Lord. And when a sinner approaches God he must 
come humbly. He has no right to come in his own 
name, in his own merit. God has never told the sinner 
that he is worthy to come to Him. True, He has 
always invited sinful men to come to Him. Ages ago 
He erected a mercy-seat. Before Jesus came into the 
world, men gathered around this mercy-seat, and made 
their requests known to God. And all that came in the 
right spirit were accepted. But it was a mercy-seat, 
and all that approached it in the right spirit felt that 
they were unworthy sinners, in need of divine mercy. 
God will not hear the prayer of the proud, self-suffi- 
cient sinner. In the forms of worship prescribed for 
His ancient people. He brought out very prominently 
their unworthiness, and their need of a reconciliation. 
The bloody sacrifice was an awful reminder of their. 
sins and a sweet promise of a complete atonement. 
Even those shadows of the good things to come were 
shadows of Christ. He was really a Savior before He 
came into the world, and mercy was offered to sinners 
in His name. His name was not well known on earth. 
But it was known in heaven. Men could only see the 
shadow. But the substance, the blessed Savior was in 
heaven all the time, casting the glorious shadow of 
divine grace upon the gloomy path of the sinner. He 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever, “the 
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Lamb that hath been slain from the foundation to the 
world!” Heis the way. All that come to God must 
come through Him. The sinner must throw himself 
upon the-mercy of God. God has manifested His love 
and mercy in His Son. Through Him men have rights 
of which they are partially ignorant. But every one 
that rejects the Son rejects the Father. Woe to the 
man that ignores the name of Jesus and dares to come 
in his own name! Who is worthy? “There is none 
that doeth good.” Will the sinner say, “But I am 
needy; God has made me a dependent creature; He 
alone can supply my wants; why have I not a right to 
come to Him?’ Does the fact that we are needy enti- 
tle us to cometo Him? Has He not already given us 
much more than we are worthy to receive? Do our 
needs atone for our sins? Beggars should not be arro- 
gant. Suppose a beggar should knock at your door 
and demand to be taken in and entertained; and sup- 
pose the beggar were also aninveterate enemy; would 
you recognize nis right to your hospitality? The prod- 
iga] Son no longer had any rights in his father’s house. 
He knew very well that he had forfeited all his rights, 
and he went home as an unworthy Son and threw him- 
self upon the mercy of his father. If he had claimed 
anything, he would have gotten nothing. It is hard for 
us to realize that we are bankrupt. Our names have 
no influence. If you have nothing, how can you sign 
your name to a piece of paper and expect it to be hon- 
ored in the bank? Your name is not known in finan- 
cial circles. Your note is waste paper. In heaven 
your name has no weight. You are known there as a 
bankrupt sinner. But if you will come in the name of 
Jesus, you will be recognized. His signature will give 
you rights at the throne of grace. Once we were stran- 
gers and aliens. But now we are fellow citizens with 
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the saints and members of the household of God. Once 
we were far off from God. But now we are made nigh 
by the blood of Christ. Now we are sons of God, and 
if sons, heirs, joint heirs with Christ. But all our 
rights are vested in Him. 

2. His name gives us the assurance of a hearing. 

Our names are worthless, but the name of Jesus is 
almighty. We cannot put too low an estimate on our 
own worth. The best Christian, after he has done all 
he can do, is an unprofitable servant. The best man in 
the world has no right at the throne of grace. But we | 
must not allow our unworthiness to cast a shadow on 
the fair name of Jesus. His signature will be honored 
in heaven to the extent of God’s infinite resources. 
His name will procure anything we ask. The throne 
of grace is the throne of divine power. Grace does 
not make the throne weak. In His name we may come 
boldly to the throne of grace, fully assured that we 
shall receive mercy, and find grace to help us in time 
of need. Sometimes we are in danger of the presump- 
tion of coming in our own name. ButI think we are 
also in danger of doubting the all-prevailing influence 
of Jesus’ name. All authority in heaven and on earth 
is given unto Him. Hesends us forth in His name, and 
assures us that He will be with us unto the end of the 
world. If we have faith in Him as a grain of mustard 
seed we shall be able to remove mountains. It is not 
presumption to use His name. Does He not of His own 
accord give us the right to use it? He means what He 
says, ‘ Verily, verily, say unto you, If ye shall ask 
anything of the Father, He will give it you in my 
name.” ‘Ask, and ye shall receive!” How many of 
us realize that the infinite power of the Son of God has 
been given tous? When God called Moses, He turned 
his shepherd’s staff into a magical wand. ‘ And Moses 
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took the rod of Godin his hand,” and went to Egypt 
with this symbol of divine power. What wonders he 
wrought with that rod! The name of Jesus is a mighty 
instrument, given to the Christian for use. After His 
departure, His disciples used it with wonderful results. 
Peter and John said to the Jame man at the temple 
gate, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk!” 
*““And leaping up, he stood, and began to walk.” In 
explaining this miracle to the people, they said, ““Why 
marvel ye at this man! or why fasten ye your eyes on 
us, as though by our own power or godliness we made 
him to walk? The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and 
of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His Ser- 
vant Jesus.” ‘And by faithin His name hath His 
name made this man strong, whom ye behold and 
‘know: yea, the faith which is through Him hath given 
him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all.” 
And when the frightened disciples prayed for Peter, 
their prayer ascended to the throne of God, and He 
sent His angel to the prison and delivered the Apostle 
from chains and death. The next morning, when 
Herod was assured of Peter’s escape, he put the guards 
to death. This great deliverance cost sixteen men 
their lives! The name of Jesus is “the rod of God.” 
In the hand of one of His little ones it is mightier than 
the scepter of a king. All things are possible to him 
that believes. Jesus said to His weak disciples, *‘ Noth- 
ing shall be impossible unto you!” Apart from Him 
we can do nothing. But in Him and with Him we can 
do all things. One little one is able to chase a thou- 
sand. O that we knew the power of His name! It is 
the magical word that opens the very gates of heaven. 
It is the battle cry that terrifies the hosts of Satan. 
The demons tremble when they hear it. The very 
gates of hell would open if they were summoned in His 


112 ‘““IN MY NAME.” 


name. In that great day the blast of His trumpet will 
awaken the dead from the sleep of ages. God has 
given Him a name that is above every other name. 
When His name shall be pronounced at the judgment, 
every knee will bow and every tongue will confess. 
And He has really given us the right to use His 
almighty name! What a favor He has conferred upon 
us poor, weak, unworthy. creatures! This is indeed 
“strong consolation”! Hold fast His name. ‘In 
nothing be anxious: but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God.” 

Perhaps some Christian is saying within his heart, 
“JT know that lama poor sinner, and that my Lord is 
almighty ; and I know that He has promised to give 
all that ask in His name. But I have often been dis- 
appointed. I have asked in His name, and have not 
’ received. It often seems to me that His name has lost 
that magical power of apostolic days.” Maybe you 
have not made a proper use of His name. Sometimes 
our prayers are trivial. We should not attach a 
weighty name to a foolish or selfish petition. If we 
ask amiss, that we may spend it in our pleasures, we 
should not expect an answer. This power is not given 
to us to be abused. The Father will certainly guard 
the honor of this most exalted name. And maybe you 
have doubted the power of His name. We do not al- 
ways realize that it is omnipotent. In our prayers we 
depend too much on ourselves, or we expect God to 
answer us because we are needy. Every petition 
should be made in His name. Why, sometimes we 
leave out His name, or pronounce it lightly, forgetting 
that it alone gives weight to our plea. Whenever we 
really need anything and ask for itin His name, believ- 
ing in Him, and depending on Him, we receive it. 
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“No good thing will He withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.” 

He has not really. disappointed us. We have had 
rich experiences of His grace. There is a charm and a 
power in His name. All our life we have been asking 
and receiving, in the name of Jesus. To-day we can- 
not tell how many blessing it has procured for us. 
But we may thank Him for every good gift. In His 
name we asked for salvation, and received it. In His 
name we have asked for strength, for wisdom, for deliv- 
erance, for consolation, and for a thousand other bless- 
ings which God has richly supplied unto us. We owe 
to Him the greatest, the best and the sweetest blessings 
of our life. If He had disappointed us, would not His 
name have lost its charm? But the trials and troubles 
of years have made His name more precious to us, and 
to-day it is the joy of our hearts, the sweetest name on 
earth. When we look back we see that He has given 
us more and better blessings than we asked of Him. 
And many of our unanswered petitions will yet be an- 
swered. He has not thrown them into the waste- 
basket, nor forgotten them; they are treasured up in 
His heart, and at the proper time He will answer them 
and make our joy full. And we look forward with a 
holy confidence in Him. When we arrive at the gate 
of heaven, we shall ask for admission in His name, and 
the everlasting doors will be lifted up. Inthe great 
judgment we shall trust in His merit as the only hope 
of justification. And we shall join with the redeemed 
in that wonderful song, “Not unto us, O Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name give glory!” 


‘* All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all!” 


A PASSION FOR SOUL-SAVING. 


“T say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing wit- 
ness with me in the Holy Ghost, that I have great sorrow and un- 
ceasing pain in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 
anathema from Christ for my brethren’s sake, my kinsmen. accord- 
ing to the flesb.’-—Rom. ix: 1-3. 

“Brethren, my heart’s desire and my supplication to God is rags 
them, that they may be saved.’’—Rom. x: 


These words open the door of Paul’s heart and re- — 
veal to our wondering gaze the most ardent desire of | 
his soul. If you were to look into most human hearts. 
you would see many low desires and selfish purposes. 
The sight would not charm you, nor inspire you to do 
noble deeds. The heart is the engine-room of life’s 
factory, the place where the power is generated. It is. 
not always kept clean and orderly, and visitors would . 
better shun it if they would not be disgusted. But it 
does us good to Jook into Paul’s heart. We see there. 
one great, corroding desire, the desire to save souls. 
This desire is a passion, a holy flame, burning with a, 
bright light and an intense heat. He knew that men. 
were perishing in sin, and he believed that the Gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation. The wretched con-, 
dition of sinful men gave him great sorrow and unceas- , 
ing pain in his heart. Notbing was so painful to him, 
as the sight of perishing souls. It was his desire. to, 
carry the Gospel to every lost creature. He was ready 
to make any sacrifice to accomplish this service. The: 
desire to save souls consumed every selfish purpose of. 
his heart. Wis life was nothing when putin the scales 


with this great work. The passion was so ardent that,,... 


he was willing to give his own salvation to rescue the 


perishing. Day and night, year after year, he longed 
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and prayed and worked, with a painful zeal, for the sal- 
vation of souls. It was a deep conviction of his soul 
that sinners are lost. He regarded sin as an awful 
malady, a horrible pest, whose victims were lying 
around him in vast heaps. And he regarded the Gos- 
pel.as the only sure cure of this dreadful disease. “It 
is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptation, ates 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’ 
Consciousness of the lost condition of sinners, and of 
the saving power of the Gospel, made him an enthusi- 
astic, passionate, self-sacrificing preacher. He caught: 
the spirit of his divine Master, and became the greatest 
Missionary, the most ardent and laborious Apostle 
of salvation. 

The servants of God have always had an interest in 
mankind. In the tude times of old His people did 
jnany s severe things, really cruel things. They enforced 
the rule, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 
Some persons now-a-days can’t see anything but sever- 
ity in that rude past. But when we compare the life of 
Israel with that of contemporary. nations we find much in 
favor of God’s chosen people. And when we consider his 
eminent servants of the past we see that they were ten- 
der-hearted, sympathetic men. Noah and his family 
were all that were saved from the flood. But God took — 
no pleasure in destroying the rest of the human family. 
Noah did not wish to see his contemporaries perish. 
He did his best to save them. The only hope was in 
their turning from sin to righteousness. And God put 
it into Noah’s heart to preach righteousness to the peo- 
ple, and he worked hard and long to turn them from 
sin. The spirit of Christ animated the heart of this 
solitary and passionate preacher of the Antediluvian 
world. We may be sure that he preached with a heav- _ 
en-inspired zeal, with a zeal born of faith in the word 
of God. Noah did not allow the world to perish with- 
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out hearing the proclamation of God’s salvation. And 

‘it was a sad day to him when he entered the Ark and 
was compelled to leave a sinful world to its awful fate. 
Abraham also had a tender interest in his contempora- 
ries. Was it not an unselfish thing in him to plead for 
Sodom and Gomorrah? These cities were very wicked. 
He knew how wicked Sodom was; for he did not reck- 
on that there were more than fifty righteous men in it. 
But there were not ten good men in the place! There 
was a slender basis for, his merciful plea. Yet God 
granted his requests till his sense of justice forced him 
to desist. He did his best to save his wicked neigh- 
bors, but his efforts were in vain. Do you suppose he 
slept well that night? The next morning, ea7ly, he 
went to the place where he stood before the Lord, and 
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, ‘‘ and beheld, and 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace!” And while he felt that the Judge of all the 
~earth” had done right, no doubt he also felt sorry for 
those poor, deluded sinners that had called down upon 
themselves the just wrath of Heaven. Moses had an 
unselfish interest in the Lord’s religious people. Hear 
his prayer for them: ‘ Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, 
if Thou wilt forgive their sin —— ; and if not, blot me, 
I pray Thee, out of Thy book which Thou hast writ- 
ten!” Time would fail me if I were to tell of all the 
prophets of God, how they longed and prayed, and 
worked for the salvation of the people. ‘The self-sacri- 
ficing deeds and tender words of some of them have 
been preserved for us, a witness of the fact that the 
Spirit of the merciful God has always been with His 
people, and a promise of the grace of aoe that has 
appeared, ‘ bringing salvation to all men.’ 
For We frist eetaaie ck to Jesus 
Christ. He alone has given us a perfect example of - 
—) 
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tenderness and sympathy. The holy benefactors and 
prophets of ancient times got their spirit from Him. 


: | In due time He came and showed us how to seek and 


an 
’ ake 


save the lost. His love and power are superhuman. No 
sinner is excluded from His love. The whole world is 
on His heart... We see in Him the incarnation of Divine 
fove and power,—love for all sinners, and power enough 
to save all. God sent Him, and gave Him the earthly 
name, “Jesus,” which meaos ‘Saviour.’ Thus, in the 
very name, God has expressed His loving interest in 
our race, The name of Jesus will never lose its mean- 
ing. Indeed the name will become more and more sig- 
nificant, till at last God will reveal the full import of it 
to the assembled universe, and thus give Him a name 
that is above every name. His name means one thing, 
“Saviour;”? and there was one purpose in His heart, 
“Salvation.” This one glorious purpose was enough to 
fill His magnanimous soul. His desire to save sinners 
was really a passion. The original meaning of * pas- 
sion” is ‘suffering.’ Itis an intense, painful desire 
which drives one to make a sacrifice of all things. Je- 
sus really suffered in order to save sinners. Not only 
did he suffer on the cross, but He also died daily. He 
was crucified every hour in spirit. Sinful men were 
always in His vision. ‘To Him the fields were always 
white for harvest. And He could not look upon the 
perishing world without sorrow and unceasing pain in 
His heart. 

| The passion for soul-saving is 'Divine. It arose 
i ‘in the heart of God. He so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son. Jesus Christ is the incar- 
nation of this Divine passion. Earth never could have 
known this passion if Christ had not come in the flesh. 
Some men may naturally be kind and beneficent. But 
no man,.apart from God,.ever displayed. a_passion for. 
soul. -Saving,, Even, those that have caught the spirit or 
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Christ do not have as ardent a passion as He had. 
Paul got his spirit directly from Jesus; yet he was far 
below his. Master. Compare the world’s great phi- 
lanthropists with Jesus. Look at the pre-Christian 
world. Before Christ there was no benefactor of the 
‘race. The best men could not stretch their sympathy 
beyond their city or nation. Their love was narrow 
and local. Even among the people of the Lord there 
was no high and holy purpose to save all sinners. The 
prophets indeed, aided by the Spirit, foretold that the 
grace of God would be given to the Gentiles. But the 
Jews thought the Gentiles would be converted to Juda- 
ism. Their notion of the Messianic Kingdom was false. 
It is certain that they did not understand the sinful 
state of the race and desire to turn all men unto right- 
eousness. Jesus was the first to preach a perfect and 
free salvation. It never entered into the heart of a 
mortal to extend a saving hand tosinners. The gospel 
plan of salvation originated in Heaven. It is a large, 
generous, gracious scheme of redemption, showing in 
every feature its Divine origin. The salvation of a sin- 
ful world! Angels wonder at this magnificent undertak- 
ing. Few men are great enough-to-wnderstand this pur-_ 
pose of Divine love. It is certain that the human heart 
is too small and selfish to love this whole wicked world, 
the human arm is too weak to save one poor sinner. 
Why, only a few persons care enough for this salvation 
to accept it, and very few have a passionate desire to 
carry it to the lost. It will amaze you to look at the 
world and search for the Apostles of soul-saving. Gen- 
eration after generation has come and gone without 
producing one Apostle of soul-saving. Nations have 
risen and fallen without hearing the voice of such an 
Apostle. Even benefactors and reformers have been 
few and far between, and not one of them ever took the 
whole human family on his heart. The idea of a Mes- 
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siah is a revelation from Heayen. Even those that re- 
ceived the revelation restricted and belittled it. Many — 
ages and many nations have passed away without 
hearing of a Saviour, and without imagining that there 
could be such a Saviour as Jesus Christ. The? Hindoos 
have had one Gautama, but he was not an Apostle of 
soul-saving. The Chinese have had one Confucius, but 
he had no passion for saving men from sin. The Arabs 
have had one Mohammed, -and he is quite enough of his 
kind. Even Christian reformers have displayed more 
zeal for doctrines and ecclesiastical organizations than 
for souls. Luther and Calvin, and Zwingle were zeal- 
ous men, but they could not love one another," and they 
hated the Anabaptists. Their zeal very much resem- 
bled that of Jehu. 

Look at our own time. Poor Africa waited in 
darkness age after agefor an Apostle. That dark land 
was not able to produce an Apostle of light, and her 
Christian sisters did not have enough of the spirit of 
Christ to send her the Gospel of salvation. In the mean 
time the slave-trader and men-stealer robbed her of her 
poor children. After many weary centuries of waiting 
God raised up Livingstone, and sent him into her dark 
jungles to seek and save the lost. -Now the whole land 
is open, and men with a passion for {soul-saving are 
pressing onward. bearing the Gospel to her savage 
tribes. But, alas! the rum-seller is also carrying his 
curse to her. The day the American Baptists accepted 
the mission on the Congo, a ship-load of rum was sent 
from Boston to that wretched land. 

At this time the passion for making money is much 
greater than the passion for saving souls. Our zeal for 
“missions is commendable, and — increasing all the time. 
But it does not keep pace with the increase of our 
wealth. And Iam sorry that our mission work has be- 
come so largely a matter of business. We raise our 


A PASSION FOR SOUL-SAVING. 121 


money in a business way, carry on our work:in.a busi- 
ness way, and reckon our converts in a business way. 
Why, Baptists have even made the public boast that 
their converts cost less than the converts of any other 
denomination! Is not this a little worldly and merce- 
nary? Are we not in danger of making the souls of 
men a matterof merchandise? We should provide the 
means of carrying the gospel to the lost, and we should 
have system in our work. But money and system can- 
not take the place of the passion for saving souls. It 
isright to send the gospel. But it is also right to carry 
it. Behind all our mission work there should be a pas- 
sion for soul-saving. All that have this passion will do 
their best to save souls, and will not reckon thecost of 
treasure and blood. Awaken this passion in every 
Christian heart, make it burn with an intense heat till 
the soul is full of sorrow and unceasing pain for the 
lost; then we shall seea great manifestation of the con- 
verting power of God. 

We know how Jesus regarded lost sinners—with a__ 
tender, yearning desire to save them... We know that 
His pious devoted servants have always had a passion- 
ate desire to save the lost. But how do Christians of K, 
our time regard their sinful, unbelieving neighbors ? a 
Do you often find achild of God that has this divine 
passion for soul-saving? We do not expect worldly 
men to care anything for sinners. But certainly those 
that have tasted of the sweet grace of God ought to be 
painfully anxious for the salvation of sinners. Some of 
the Lord’s people regard their unbelieving neighbors 
with . indifference. They don’t seem to realize that sin- 
jers are lost, nor does it occur to them that they ought 
to carry the Gospel to perishing souls. Some Chris- 
tians walk for years by the side of sinful neighbors and 
relatives, and never say a word to them concerning their 
souls. The salvation of sinners is the least of their 
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thoughts. And also many preachers do not emphasize 
this most important subject. Their sermons are an un- 
mistakable evidence of their indifference, a convincing 
proof that they have no passion for soul-saving. Some 
Christians, I am sorry to say it, have acontempt for sin- 
ners. They have no patience with a “downright ‘sinner. 
He has no business to be so base. If he will make a 
brute of himself, let him suffer the consequences ; it is 
none of their business. = Disgust drives away their pity. 
A lost soul does not draw them, but repelsthem. They 
have a greater desire to shun the vile sinner than to save 
him. Sins a disgusting, shocking thing. But this f fact 
shonld” make us the more anxious to save the sinner. 
Ti the Savior had been afraid of soiling His hands, He 
i would not have saved us. ‘ Look unto the rock whence 
lifye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
'|| were digged!” And there are some Christians that re- 
gard sinners with despaiv. What can they do for these 
helpless souls? Can they be cleansed from all their 
unrighteousness’ If they were taken out of the pit, 
they would soon fall into it again. And they are sode- 
based that they would not accept the gospel if it were 
carried to them. What hope is there for an old, hard- 
ened sinner? I admit that it isa great undertaking to 
turn one sinner from the error of his way. And the 
sight of this sinful world is enough to weaken the en- 
thusiasm of the most passionate soul-winner. But the 
Christian must not despair. The Gospel is the power 
of God unto saly ation—the_imesistible ower of God! 
He is able to save the chief of sinners. Not only can 
He take the sinner out of the deepest pit. but He can 
set his feet upon the rock and establish his goings. 
Christians must look upon sinners in a hopeful way 
and with @ great desire to save them. . Jesus lias saved 
us, and He is willing and able to save all that come to 
God through Him. We can never lose our faith in His 
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saving power. And we cannot rejoice in our own salva- 
tion without feeling a painful interest in those that are 
unsaved, I donot think that every Christian can be an 
apostle aul. But every one can be. an apostle. Every 
one should have a passion for saving souls. | Every 
one should desire the salvation of sinners, and pray 
for their salvation, and work for. their salvation, and 
should do these things in a painfully earnest manner. 
These three things | would urge upon every Christian :— 

ainfully desire the salvation of sinners. 

We desire to see sacar ee and even rejoice 
over one sinner that repents. ll good men rejoice when 
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a bad man becomes a good man. But we must have an 


ag ee 


ardent, painful desire for the salvation of the lost. It 
must pain our hearts to see men going to ruin. Look 
at sinful men. Does it pain your soul to see them “Yiv- 
ing and dying in sin? Does it make you unhappy to 
look upon their unhappy state Does the sight give yon 
a heart-sickness? Paul hada ereat sorrow and an_un: 
ceasing painin hisheart. The wretched state of sinners 
troubled him, threw a dark, sorrowful shadow upon his 
soul,and made his heart.ache all,the time. We are not 
anxious enough for the salvation of sinners. ‘Many 
things trouble us more than theirlostcondition. I don’t 


think the Christian should be miserable all the time. OH 


? 


_ But he ought to have an anxious longing for souls, a re- 
ally painful desire that causes him to shed sorrowful 
tears and will not let him rest till he has done his best 
to save the perishing. Itis certain that he will do noth- 
ing for the lost till this desire is kindled in his breast. 
Sa ee Painfully pray for the salvation of sinners. 
Paul said: ** My heart’s desire and my snpplication 
-to God is for them, that they may be saved.” The. de- 
sire will dri Oo pr The longing is itself a 
prayer. Weall-pray for thesalvation ofsinners. “Thy 
Kingdom come” has often passed our lips. But the 
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prayer must be intensely earnest. A passionate desire 
will produce a passionate prayer. is never appropri- 
ate to pray inacold, passionless way. And when weare 
making supplication for sinners our hearts should be 


afire. Weare pleading for immortal souls! A manshould ~ 


be in earnest when he pleads for a condemned brother. 
Our souls should weep and groan as we make supplica- 
tion for the lost. I don’t say that our prayer should be 


a wild demonstration of-grief, nor thatevery one should 


pray for sinnersin an agony in order to be heard. But 
certainly the condition of sinful men is painful, and we 
ought to pray for them with painful earnestness. yes, 
with agony of son]. You have prayed in this manner. 
You have poured out your soul in prayer. You have 
wrestled with God all night, and refused to let Him go 
without the blessing. Happiness, and life itself, depend- 
ed on His gracious answer. We don’t pray enough for 
sinners, and our prayers are too cold. 

3. Painfully work for the salvation of sinners. 

Those that ardently desire the salvation of sinners 
and earnestly pray that they may be saved will do their 
best to see their desire and prayer realized. Paul’s de- 
sire and prayer caused him to make those heroic efforts 
tosave the lost. He could not work i not work in an easy, indiffer- 
ent manner. Every energy of soul and body was con- 
secrated to this most important work. This isakind of 
work that cannot be done in a lifeless way. When y. Whena 
fireman is saving persons from a burning build- 
ing he works with care and forethought, yet with all his 
gals Paul felt that he was s pulling | men out of the fire 
of perdition, and he used every means in his power, 
and braved every danger inhis way. How much he sac- 
rificed! How much he suffered! Saving sinners was a 
painful business tohim. And was it nota painful busi- 
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ness to our Savior? Every good and great work is done 


at the cost of pain, Work is not play. If the stones 
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-inour streets and the bricks in this building could speak 


they would tell us a pathetic story of sacrifice and suf- 
fering. The foundation of God’s Spiritual. Temple was 
laid with the tears and agony and blood of Jesus. And 
“how painfully itgrows! In the end it will bea glorious 
structure, made glorious by the expenditure of tears 
and blood. | ; 
I must insist on the meaning of this word “ passion.” 
Have you a passion for soul-saving? Have you longed 


_ and prayed and worked for the salvation of sinners in 
apainful manner? Have you sacrificed and suffered 


in order to save souls?) Those that sow the good seed 
must go forth with weeping if they would come again 
with rejoicing, bringing theirsheaveswiththem. Chris- 
tians are too indifferent and passionless. Most of them 
do not so much as play at this work of saving souls. 
All around are perishing men. We look with little 
emotion upon the destruction that sin is working. It is 
hard toarouse us toaction. Many church members will 
not stretch forth their left hand to save a sinking soul. 
; They belong to the Lord’s life-saving corps. But they 
use his life-boat in making pleasure excursions. The 
river is full of perishing souls. See them struggling 


with the strong current. Men and women and children 


are stretching out pleading hands as they sink for the 
last time. But these excursionists moves on through 
these scenes with song and dance. How they enjoy 
themselves! What wise remarks they make about sin 
and salvation and the future state and Christianity! 
Are they pure from the blood of all men? Nothing is 
more needed at this time than the kindling of a passion 
for soul-saving in every Christian heart. ‘‘ Oh that my 
head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 


that I might weep day and night for the slain of the | 
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daughters of my people 
And, poor, lost soul, I must say a word to you. Do 
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you know how much trouble you are causing? You 
look upon sin as a light matter. It does not grieve you ~ 


to live in sin, but affords you pleasure. Do you think 
the pleasure of sin will last? Itis only for a season! 
You are grieving your heavenly Father. You are 
grieving the Son of God. You are grieving the angels 
and good men. A bad child can cause a great deal of 
trouble in the home. Many. boys and girls are going 
astray to-day. They take pleasure in their sins. _ But 
that which is a pleasure to them is a source of grief and 
shame to parents, and brothers and sisters. This very 
night many mothers will lie awake weeping for lost 
sons and daughters. Will their children always find 
pleasure in their sins? When they realize the trouble 
that they have caused, will they not weep and mourn? 
“The way of the transgressor is hard.” How much 
suffering sinhaseaused! O sinner, how can you doso! 
Why wil] you live ina way that fills earth and Heaven 
with grief? Don’t youthink it will soon be your time to 
weep? Will you be able to rejoice through all eternity 
that you spent your life in sin? ‘There shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” » 


“WHY SHOULD THE SPIRIT OF 
MORTAL BE PROUD?” 


“ Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it 
is; let me know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my days as hand- 
breadths ; and mine age is as nothing before Thee; surely every man at his best 
estate is altogether vanity. Surely every man walketh in a vain show; surely 
they are disquieted in vain; he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall 
gather them.—PsALM 39: 4-6. 


“ Pride is an over-valuing of one’s self for some real 
or imagined superiority, as rank, wealth, talents,” ete. 
“Pride denotes an inflated spirit of self-importance, 
with a corresponding disregard or contempt for others.” 
The word is sometimes used in a good sense. But it is 
hard to tell where noble pride ends and base pride be- 
gins. It is dangerous to be proud. It is easy for the 
best person to step over the line and become basely 
proud without knowing it. Would it not be better to 
use the word “ thankful”? Has anyone a-right to be 
proud in the sight of God? We receive all our bless- 
ings from Him. Every good and perfect gift comes 
down from the good Father. And we should be thank- 
ful to Him for all His favors. Some have received 
really extraordinary blessings. But these great bless- 
ings should make them grateful and humble, not proud. 
God does not bestow His special gifts upon men in 
order to inflate their spirits and make them feel supe- 
rior to others. He gives them His blessings in order 
that they may be happy and do good. Pride makes 
men blind and deaf; they do not see the Giver of 
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their extraordinary blessings; and they do not hear 
His words, “ Freely ye received, freely give!” ‘“Isay, 
through the grace that was given me, to every man that 
is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think; but so to think as to think soberly, 
accordingly as God has dealt to every man a measure 
of faith.” 

Pride is a deceptive thing, a vice that should be 
watched. Some persons are proud that have not the 
slightest excuse for their pride. You see the high head 
and haughty look, and wonder what has puffed them 
up. Are they proud of theirrank? They have -never 
done anything to distinguish them from their neighbors. 
Indeed they have done many things that should cause 
them to hide their heads. How can they put on such 
airs where they are so well known? Andright by their 
side are distinguished men that make no pretensions to 
superiority. This example of humility should be a re- 
buke to their pride. Are they proud of their wealth? 
Suppose we grant that wealth is a just cause of pride; 
there are many richer persons in the community that 
make no display of their wealth. These inflated crea- 
tures are worth very little, and what they have is 
squandered in making a show. It is amazing how 
many poor people spend all that they have in trying to 
make it appear that they are rich. When I first went 
to the city to live, I saw only two classes, rich people 
and paupers. But I have since learned that nine-tenths 
of the people are aping the rich, and are proud of ap- 
pearances, not of real possessions. I once took the 
clerk for the employer, but now I can tell them apart 
without any trouble. Are they proud of their talents? 
If they have extraordinary intellectual gifts, why can’t 
other people see them? Their talents are not visible. 
Surely they can see that many others are more 
gifted than they. And they should know that really 
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giffed people are never proud. Pride is the unmistak- 
able brand of a simpleton. Intellectual pride is the 


height of folly. An owl is a wise-looking bird. But’ 
we have to laugh when we see one. It owes its reputa- _ 
tion for wisdom to its looks. The bird is really a great ‘ 


fool. One blue-jay has more sense than a whole com- |. 
munity of owls. It is wonderful how high this noxious _ 


weed, pride, can grow in a thin, impoverished soil. But 
we can see it everywhere, waving its vile plumes in ev- 
ery breeze, and tainting the air of our daily life. Some 
of the proudest people in the world have not even a 
shadow of a reason for their pride. 

Pride does not always walk abroad with a high 
head and haughty look. It does not like to remain at 
home. Public parade is its peculiar temptation. But 
some people that are proud at heart are able to keep 
from strutting in public. They are too sensible to put 
on airs, and too modest to claim superiority over oth- 
ers. Some of these proud spirits do not even suspect 
that they are proud. They know that they are not in- 
ferior to others, and they are grateful for their attain- 
ments and gifts. But their gratitude is nothing more 
than self-gratulation. If they were provoked, their 
pride would break out and pour forth in a stream of 
self-conceit and arrogance. When others speak of their 
superior qualities they manifest their pleasure. And 
now and then they give their friends gentle hints which 
mean, “‘ Don’t forget my greatness; it is not becoming 
in me to take the high seat, but it would be very unbe- 
coming in you not to invite me to take it; I can’t blow 
my own trumpet, but you should see that I have what 
is due me, as a matter of justice, you know.” They try 
to look humble, and they really try to feel humble. 
But their good opinion of themselves will crop out. It 
may be said that they are too proud to display their 
pride. Such people are sensible enough to hate an 
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empty, strutting pride, but not really humble enough to 
pity those that make a foolish display. When they see 
this foolish pride they comfort themselves with thoughts 
of their own really superior gifts, and with the fact that 
they have enough sense and modesty to keep from mak- 
ing a public parade. They thank God that they have 
never made fools of themselves. And why not? It is 
_ \a good thing to keep pride down. It is much better to 
keep this disgusting vice chained than to turn it loose 
on the community. And I am not sure that really supe- 
rior people can be utterly unconscious of their gifts, nor 
am I sure that it is wrong for them to rejoice secretly 
in their gifts. If God has honored them above their fel- 
lows, they can’t help seeing it and rejoicing in it. But 
there is only a little step between joy and pride, though 
there is a vast difference between the two things. 
Many good people make this little step before they 
know it. 

We must admit that some persons have plausible 
reasons for pride. They have distinguished them- 
selves, they have really done some extraordinary things, 
or possess extraordinary gifts. Why should they not 
be proud? Many have undertaken the same things, 
and have failed. If they have worked hard and have 
succeeded in an honorable way, why should we not al- 
low them to be proud? We must indeed admit that 
they have succeeded, and must commend them. And 
we should rejoice in their honorable success. Envy 
too often tries to drag good men down from their hon- 
orable eminence. If any one has justly won a high 
rank, we should gladly accord him his place. If any 
man has acquired riches in an honest way, let him en- 
joy the fruits of his labors. And if any man has supe- 
rior talents and has attained eminence in the intellect- 
ual world, let us give him due honor. But how should 
the man regard his own success? Has he a right to be 
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proud? True, he has worked hard and wisely. His 
success is partly due to his own efforts. But God is 
really the giver of success. Heis the author of good 
fortune. He exalts men of low degree. Man’s labor 
and wisdom are nothing without His blessing. And He 
gives man strength to labor, and wisdom to foresee re- 
sults. It is wrong in the sight of God for a mortal to 
be proud of his success. In many respects the proud 
Pharisee was a good man. No doubt his life was bet- 
ter than the Publican’s. And we may grant that he 
had a right to thank God for his record. But he was 
really proud of his righteousness. God saw his proud 
heart, and was displeased. His superiority to the Pub- 
lican was a poor excuse for his pride. Moreover he 
should have remembered that God is the Judge. In 
the sight of Goda penitent Publican is far above a 
proud Pharisee. Nebuchadnezzer made Babylon a 
great city. He brought the riches of the nations into 
her palaces. His heart was puffed up. Daniel warned 
him against pride. But it was hard for him to learn 
“that the Heavens do rule.” While he was walking in 
the royal palace of Babylon, he said, ‘Is not this great 
Babylon, which I have built for the royal dwelling 
place, by the might of my power and for the glory of 
my majesty?’ While the word was in his mouth God 
took his reason from him, drove him from men, as- 
signed him his dwelling with the beasts of the field, and 
made him eat grass as an ox. After many days his un- 
derstanding returned. Then he knew that God is able 
to abase those that walk in pride, that ‘‘ He doeth ac- 
cording to His will inthe army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay His 
hand, or say to Him, What doest Thou?’ “Pride goeth 
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” 
Thoughtful, pious men are humbled by their success. 
All of God’s great. servants have been noted for their 
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humility. Jacob said, ‘I am not worthy of the least of 
all the mercies, and of all the: truth, which Thou hast 
showed unto thy servant; for with my staff I passed 
over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands.” 
David said, “‘ Who am I, O Lord God? and what is my 
house, that Thou hast brought me hitherto?’ Jesus the 
Son of God was meek and lowly in heart. “ Have this 
mind in you, which was in Christ Jesus: who, being in 
the form of God, thought it not a prize to be on an 
equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Him- 
self, becoming obedient unto death, yea, the death of 
the cross.” 

Mortals are prone to self-exaltation. Pride is a 
vice to which nearly every human creature is inclined. 
Young people are proud of what they are going to do. 
Those that are in their prime are proud of what they 
are doing. And the old are proud of what they have 
done. Ifaman succeeds in one thing, he seems in- 
clined to despise all other kinds of success. The great 
soldier has a contempt for the great civilian. The rich 
man magnifies his success in making money, and de- 
plores the lack of practical wisdom in many so-called 
great men. The eminent man of letters can’t conceal 
his odium for illiterate rich men. Pride is not magnan- 
imous. How can it be so, when it reigns only in the 
pusilanimous? And this little, unreasonable, disgust- 
ing vice creeps into really noble minds. You will rare- 
ly find a man that does not glory in some real or imag- 
ined superiority. I once knew a man that did not seem 
to have a.bit.of pride.. He was one of the -best men, 
pure and good, and intelligent and pious. He could do 


many things well. But there was only one thing of | 


which he was really proud; when he was a young man 
he was the best jumperin his county. He used to tell, 
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with a glowing face, of the great jumping contests on 
muster-days, how he won the championship every time, 
till finally no one could be found to enter the lists with 
him. It was easy to forgive him this weakness. A 
great deal of pride is of an innocent sort. If we can’t 
laugh af it, we can easily overlook it. I never could 
censure parents for being proud of a noble son or 
daughter. Their love and joy carry them away. And, 
in some instances, pride, like ambition, is almost a vir- 
tue. A soul that is not susceptible to pride is very 
weak. Every noble, aspiring spirit is in danger of be- 
coming self. sufficient and arrogant. When pride is 
conquered by faith in Christ, and the lofty spirit is 
taught to walk humbly with God, the character becomes 
strong and beautiful. The humble, lovable Paul was 
once the proud, cruel Saul. 

‘Why should the spirit of mortal be proud?” 
Surely the proud are also foolish. Pride is a most un- 
reasonable thing. Every thoughtful person must see 
that there is not one good reason for human pride, 
while there are thousands of good reasons for humility. 
Two things especially should keep us from being proud. 
Let us consider them : 

1. Our frailty. 

“Let me know how frail I am.” If mortals knew 
their weakness they would never lift up their heads 
with pride. But they don’t know how frail they are. 
At times many of us feel weak and helpless. We are 
constantly reminded of the frailty of our nature. Our 
earthly life is confined to narrow limits. God has 
hedged us in on every side. But He permits us to look 
over the hedge and to get glimpes of His infinite domin- 
ion, that we may thus be led to reflect on our own 
infirmity. ‘‘ WhenI consider Thy heavens, the work 
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hast 
ordained ; what is man, that Thou art mindful of him ?’ 
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Nature speaks in the same voice of God’s almightiness 
and of man’s frailty. ‘His everlasting power and di- 
vinity”’ should impress us with our nothingness. But 
mortals are slow in learning this humiliating but valua- 
ble lesson. The experiences of years, the mistakes and 
failures of a lifetime, are not sufficient to teach them 
their weakness. 

What does man know? “If any man thinketh that 
he knoweth anything, he knoweth not yet as he ought 
to know.” Man is a stranger and pilgrim in this world. 
All around him are inscrutable mysteries. He is ignor- 
ant of visible things. Things near and things far away 
are shrouded in impenetrable darkness. Does he know 
any more of the blade of grass than he knows of the 
distant star ? His curiosity will not allow him to rest. 
He makes many excursions in search of knowledge, but 
returns empty-handed and disappointed. Look at the 
character of human knowledge. Is there anything new 
under the sun? Compare the losses and gains of sci- 
ence. Many of our pretensions are ridiculous. Our 
boasting is a proof of our ignorance. And what does 
man know of the invisible things of God? He knows 
nothing except what God has revealed. ‘‘Canst thou 
by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection?” ‘Vain man is void of un- 
derstanding.” Every age has had something to say on 
the subject of religion. The libraries are full of man’s 
pretensions to the knowledge of God. In all these vol- 
umes there is not one truth that God did not reveal. 
The secret things still belong unto the Lord our God. 
In religious matters man has made a great display of 
his ignorance. Surely God has destroyed the wisdom 
of the wise. 

What can mando? His strength is indeed small. 
The philosopher has boasted that he could move the 
world with a lever, if he had a place to stand. A lever 
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long enough to pry up the world is a thing of imagina- 
tion, not a mechanical reality. A giant is but a weak- 
ling. Samson carried off the gate of Gaza and pulled 
down the temple of Dagon. But his extraordinary 
strength was accompanied with great weakness. How 
often has God brought down the pride of human 
strength. Goliath the giant was slain with a stone 
from the sling of David a mere stripling. It is folly for 
a man to depend on his own strength in any enterprise. 
““The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong.” Many a battle-field has been heaped with the 
dead bodies of mighty warriors. No soldier is invul- 
nerable. No fortress is impregnable. No monument 
of men’s strength is imperishable. The disciples point- 
ed with pride to the great stones in the Temple. But 
Jesus told them that the day would come when one 
stone should not be left upon another. God pours con- 
tempt on the strength of mortals. 

Think also of the brevity of this mortal life. Our 
days are few and full of evil. ‘Thou hast made my 
days as handbreadths ; and mine age is as nothing be- 
fore Thee.” ‘The days of our years are three score 
years and ten, or even by reason of strength four score 
years ; yet is their pride but labor and sorrow; for it 
is soon gone and we fly away.” There is no elixir of 
life with which we may prolong our days. Death will 
surely come to all, and will not tarry long. Some wish 
to die and cannot die. But they will not have to. wait 
long. Others wish to live, and would put off death as 
long as possible. But no one can put him off when he 
is ready tocome. Life is not securea moment. Itisa 
slender thread which may be broken the next minute. 
God prolongs our life. Our breath is in His-hand. The 
human body is full of grace and beauty. But when 
God takes away the breath, it crumbles to a handful of 
dust. There is no way of preserving the forms of 
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strong men and fair women. The chivalry and beauty 


of the past have faded away forever. In the Museum 
in Berlin there is a beautiful embalmed body. It is 
the figure of an Egyptian princess. The embalner did 
his best. Thousands of years have not entirely robbed 
the princess of her grace and beauty. Did she wish 
thus to immortalize her mortal body: or did a loving 
husband, or father, or mother, or brother wish to pre- 
serve her beauty? The embalming was at least a pro- 
test against decay. But dust thou art and unto dust 
shalt thou return! Death will have his way at last. 
The poor princess is only a lifeless clod of earth, in 
spite of her pathetic plea for immortality. Her glory 
has faded away. And she carried none of her riches 
with her—except a net-work of beads and gems that 
now lies mouldering on her lifeless bosom! ‘‘O why 
should the spirit of mortal be proud?” 

2. Our sinfulness. 

To be weak is humiliating. But to be sinful is 
much more humiliating. We are weak and sinful too. 
This is enough to make us very lowly. If the sinner 
could see himself as he really is, he would never again 
lift up his head in pride. Think of it: Every human 
being has done wrong, has thought and said and done 
wrong in the sight of the holy God! ‘‘ There is no man 
that sinneth not.” And all have sinned in many ways. 
Every phase of human life is tainted with sin. The 
hand of man is so unclean that it soils everything it 
touches. Turn over the pages of your business-life, 
of your home-life, of your church-life. Look at your 
foul finger prints. Weep over the loathsome spots. It 
would not be so bad, if these black spots were not so 
numerous. But we have sinned many times and in 
many ways. When we consider our sins, they are 
more than can be numbered. We know that we could 
not stand, if God should judge us for one in a thonu- 
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sand. And how humiliating it is to think that we have 
committed the same sins againandagain. Your record 
of sin is very much like your grocery bills. There is 
considerable variety, but also a frequent repetition of 
the same articles. In spite of your penitential tears 
and ardent prayers and good promises you have re- 
peated the same offenses. These things are enough to 
humble the proudest heart. But I must also remind 
you of the character of these sins. Some are worse 
than others. None of our sins are as grievous in our 
own sight as they are in the sight of God. I would not 
say anything to blunt the sense of sin. I would rather 
exhort every one to consider every sin a grievous mat- 
ter. But every one has committed many sins that are 
undeniably heinous. Is there a man in the world that 
can look back upon some of his thoughts and words 
and deeds without a shudder of horror? Man is a len- 
ient judge of himself. But there are times when can- 
dor and justice force him to confess the truth. Heisa 
monstrous sinner! And he would give worlds if he 
could blot some things from his memory, if his record 
were different. What are these grievous sins? It is 
not necessary to enumerate them. Every one should 
read his own record. Think how you have sinned 
against your fellowmen. You have not always been 
gentle and loving and helpful. Many times you have 
repulsed the needy. You did not even have a kind 
word fora sorrowful soul. Have you not even tram- 
pled on a wounded heart? I dare say that you have 
said and done things that your fellowmen can never 
forget. Every remembrance of your cruel treatment 
brings tears to their eyes. Hearts that you have 
stabbed will carry the scars tothe grave. Yes, in your 
own little way, you have, at times, been an unmerciful 
tyrant. It is an awful thing to do a human being an 
irreparable injury. God has. also suffered at your 
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hands. Jesus has been turned away from the door of 
your heart many a time. He has asked a little of your 
abundance for His suffering cause, and you have either 
given Him nothing, or given a pittance grudgingly. 
To your unkind treatment of Him you have added high- 
handed transgression of His will. You have trampled 
on His bleeding heart. Is it not an awful thing to des- 
pise or reject the Son of God? 

The sins of mortals are evident and grievous. It 
does seem that they would willingly confess their sins 
and humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. 
But, strange to say, Some men are proud of their sins. 
Have you never spoken of your sins in a boastful 
way? Have you never told some of your wicked deeds 
in order to raise alaugh? It is not an uncommon thing 
to hear Christians laugh about wicked things that they 
did before they were converted. Preachers have been 
guilty of this sinful indiscretion. Weeping is more 
appropriate than laughing. When men can’t boast of 
their sins they deny them. All have sinned grievously. 
How many go promptly to God and confess their sins? 
Where is the sinner that has not tried a thousand times 
to make himself believe that he is not asinner? When 
denial is impossible, men cover up their sins.. They try 
to hide them from themselves. Who will boldly take 
the torch of God’s Word and search every vile corner 
of his sinful heart? Are there no sins hidden away in 
your heart to day? And men are also prone to exten- 
uate their sins, to try to make them appear less griev- 
ous than they are. When you had to own that you did 
wrong, did you not try hard to bring up excuses? This 
is what an old proverb calls ‘‘ whipping the devil around 
the stump.” Think of all these things and you will be 
convinced that the words of Jeremiah are true: ‘The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and it is desperately 
sick; who can know it?’ But the Lord knows us 
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through and through. ‘I the Lord search the heart, I 
try the reins.” Nothing can be concealed from Him. 
How then cana sinner lift up his proud head in the 
sight of the Holy, Omniscient God? ‘The heavens are 
not clean in His sight.’’ ‘‘ And His angels He chargeth 
with folly.” Poor, sinful, leprous mortals should stand 
afar off and cry, ‘“‘ Unclean! unclean!” One day they 
will wish to hide their shame beneath the falling moun 
- tains. 

Is it necessary that God should give us any more 
lessons in humility ? He humbled the proud nations of 
antiquity. Their ruins teach usin a most solemn way 
the folly of human pride. His own chosen people ex- 
alted themselves, and He abased them. Look at the 
scattered, despised Israelites, and ask why their glory 
departed from them and when it shall be restored to 
them again. If they will repent of their sins and turn 
unto the Lord, He will lift them up and cause His face 
to shine upon them. In our own day we haveseen Him 
humble the proud. We have seen the wicked spread- 
ing themselves, like a green tree. But where are they 
now? There are many deserted, decaying mansions in 
this city. Once they were adorned with splendor, the 
resorts of men and women that were proud of their 
rank and wealth and talents. Their glory is departed, 
never toreturn. And we have a personal experience. 
God has laid a heavy hand on our proud hearts. He 
has humbled our pride many times, and made us sit in 
sackcloth and ashes. 

“QO why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 
Like a swift-fleeting meteor, a fast flying cloud, 


A flash of the lightning, a break of the wave, 
Man passes from life to his rest in the grave. 


“The leaves of the oak and the willow shall fade, 
Be scattered around and together be laid ; 
And the young and the old, and the low and the high 
Shall moulder to dust and together shall lie. 


“Yea! Rope ant deapondency, Measure and pain 
Am miogled togeater ip saashine and rain; 

Aad Ree wake aad the tear the song and the dirge 
SA QRow eacr oaher Be sarge upor surge. 


‘“"“tik a wink of the exe, ‘He the draught of'a breath, 
Trea he Mosmas ef ealth to the palemess of death, 
Bre Be ghded saloow t the Mer aad the shroad,— 
Q way Mea The gait af mortal be proud?” 
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THE INSTRUCTIVE LESSONS OF OUR 
OWN HISTORY. 


“‘Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the Lord: 
look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye 
were digged,”—ISAIAH li: 1. 


In Isaiah’s time the Lord’s people had lost their 
historical bearings, and were drifting about in an aim- 
less way. Even those that were following after right- 
eousness, that desired to seek the Lord, had lost sight 
of the divine origin of the nation. They had uncon- 
sciously , broken away from their glorious past. In 
order to find the way of the Lord, it was necessary for 
them to take hold of their historical leading-strings. 
The prophet called on them to pause and look back at 


their origin. God called them in the beginning to be 


His people, and He had preserved them through all the 
intervening years. The past and the present were 
linked together by His gracious providences. And their 
future depended upon their fidelity to the past. As 
their historical moorings and drift away upon a godless 
destiny. 

‘Look unto the rock whence ye were hewn, and to 
the hole of the pit whence ye were digged. Look unto 
Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bare you: 
for when he was but one I called him, and I blessed 
him, and made him many.” The Israelites were called 


upon to look at the quarry from which God had hewed 
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the stones of the national structure. He hewed them. 
from the rough rock, and shaped and polished them, 


and constructed the fair building. Using another fig- 


ure, the prophet invited his people to look down into 

the hole of the pit whence God had digged them, crude, 
-untempered clay, out of which He made a vessel for 
_ His glory. The call.of Abraham was not an accident, 
but a real miracle of God’s grace. And the birth of 

Isaac, the child of promise, was a miracle. From this 

small, unpromising beginning God made a great nation 

for Himself. He did not adopt an already mighty na- 

tion. He did not use stones that were hewed by the 

hand of man. But He took the material from its rough 

state and built a structure according to His own plan, 

that the world might see His wisdom and power. And 

He kept a faithful record of His goodly work. Men 

were called and inspired to write down His dealings 

with His people, that they might know that their ori- 

gin and preservation were divine, and that they might 

profit by the lessons of their miraculous history. The 

Old Testament is a most wonderful book, on account of 
‘its teachings, and also on account of its history of the 
Lord’s chosen people. His dealings with Israel were 
written for the instruction and admonition of His 

people for all time to come. The practical value of 

these historical lessons can scarcely be _ overesti- 

mated. 

God’s purpose may be seen in history, especially 

in the history of His own people. The promise was 

to Abraham and to his faithful children. Along this 

historical line God placed His spiritual blessings, that 

generation after generation might inherit them. Those 

that depart from the path of history become aliens 

from the commonwealth of God and miss the prom- 

ised blessings. His people must travel on the Lord’s 
historical highway, if they would find safety and 
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peace. The locomotive must remain on its iron track, 
if it would speed onward with its precious freight. It 
is dangerous, and often disastrous to fly the track. But 


it has always been the besetting sin of the Lord’s peo- |. 
ple to break away from their history. ‘The spirit “of || 


Esau was never quite exorcised from Israel. They nev- 
er put the proper estimate on their birth-right, but 
seemed ever ready to sell it for a mess of pottage. How 
~ could they be the children of Abraham with such a re- 
bellious, unbelieving spirit? If they would not ac- 
knowledge Abraham as their father, how could they 
receive the blessings of his children? In Christ’s time 
the Jews proudly claimed that Abraham was their fa- 
ther. But they were far from being his real children. 
He rejoiced to see Christ’s day, he looked forward 
with delight to the coming of the Messiah. But the 
Jews sought to kill him. Had they not departed a long 
way from their history? It is necessary to be in sym- 
pathy with the past. The spirit is the main thing. The 
faithful are the children of faithful Abraham. Christ- 
ian lineage is not a matter of names and blood, but a 
matter of spirit. God will have none but spiritual 
children. If the lineal descendants of Abraham be- 
come unfaithful, He is able to raise up true children 
of the very stones. When His people depart from their 
history they break fellowship with God. But His pur- 
poses do not change nor fail. His promises are sure. 
He has always punished every infraction of history. 
But he has never allowed the historical line to become 
extinct through the disobedience of His people. When 
the true olive became diseased and was ready to die, 
He cut off the branches, and grafted in the wild olive, 
and thus kept the tree vigorous and fruitful. 

Abraham is owr father. We are in the historical 
line. Once we were “alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
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having no hope and without God in the world.” But 
now in Christ Jesus, we that once were far off are made 
nigh in the blood of Christ. Now we are no more 
strangers and sojourners, but are fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God. Our lineage 
is spiritual and true. If we have faith in Christ, we 
are children of Abraham. God’s purpose of grace has 
brought us into.the historical line. God’s family is one 


and indivisible. Wehave been adopted into His fam- — 


ily. Let us look unto the rock whence we were hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence we were digged. And 


let us remain true to our divine origin and history. All 


that God has done for His people in past ages is a_les- 


son for our souls, a lesson that we dare not neglect nor 
despise, if we would have His blessing. We are not 
Jews outwardly, according to the flesh. But we are 
Jews inwardly, in spirit and in truth. And God will 


~ bless us in the line of spiritual descent. 


: : 


a2 


The God of Heaven has indeed set up an everlasting 
kingdom, and every saved soul is a member of this 
spiritual kingdom. He has translated us into His king- 
dom, and we hope to sit down at last in the triumphant 
kingdom with Abraham, Isaacand Jacob. But we must 
not overlook the fact that God is the author of our in- 


dividual spiritual life. Every child of God_is hewed — 


from the rock, is digged from the pit, by His hand. 
God hews and polishes every stone in His spiritual tem- 


ple. We do not become Christians through our Christ: | 


ian parents, nor through our own efforts. We must be 
born of God. The conversion of a soul is the work of 
God. The origin of our spiritual life must be traced to 
His divine power. And He would have each one of us 


Jealize this fact. You should look unto the rock whence 


ae were hewed, and to the hole of the pit whence you 
_were digged. You have a god-given history, as well as 


aye divine origin. You must know that God called you, 


—_* 
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and that He has preserved you until this hour. Look 
back upon the beginning of your spiritual life, and re- 


_. member all the way in which God has led you. Be true 


to your divine origin and history. God will not bless 
you unless you remain true to your own past. I don’t 
know your individual history, but I know that the Lord 
has been with you from the beginning, and that He has 
dealt with your soul in a peculiar way. While your 
experiences very much resemble those of other Christ- 
ians they are in many respects peculiar, you have had 
your own trials and struggles. God has helped you to 
make a history of your own, one that is full of blessed-— 
SSIE—TOR TON ctraneer cannot meddle with the 
annals of your soul. ‘These secret and s sacred chronicles 


but by the finger of Gc ger of God, or on the ‘tables “of your heart. 

ou cannot destroy nor forget these records. For yo you 
they are a sacred, inspired volume—they came from the 
hand of God, what He has donefor your soul. Itmight 


not be nerosdine to others to read this history. But 
you read it with interest and profit. You would blot out 


many things, if you could—sins, selfishness, rebellion. 


The record brings tears of regret and shame to your 
eyes. Yet every page is brightened with mercies. God 
has always been gracious and long suffering. All His 
chastisements have been in the bounds of love. Your 
historical line is bright with divine compassion. Can 
you ever forget the blessed experiences of the past? 
Abraham never forgot Moriah, where he was called to 
offer Isaac. Jacob never forgot that night on the Jab- 
bok. Moses never forgot the flaming bush nor the 
waters of Meribah. And you have memorable exper- 
iences which you can never forget. God also requires 
you to treasure up the lessons of your history, to keep 
in line with the sacred experiences of the past. Break 
this golden | chain, and you will drift away from God. 
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Will you look, for a little while, unto the rock 
whence you were hewed, and to the hole of the pit 


whence you were digged? Your own history is full of 
instructi s. God has taught you many things 


in the school of experience, valuable lessons which you 
cannot learn from books. Open t the pages of this sacred 
volume, the annals of your own soul, and let me point 
out a few lessons that God has given for your instruc- 
tion and admonition. 

1. The lesson of STS 

Think of your humble origin. You may now be 
a polished stone, bright and symmetrical and beautiful, 
in the temple of the Lord. But once you were in the 
quarry, a rough, shapeless, unattractive mass. God 


hewed you out, and made you fit for a place in His 


temple. You may now be a vessel of honor in His 
house. But God digged you from the pit, put you on 


His wheel, and shaped you into a vessel for His praise. 


Look unto the rock whence you were hewed, and to the 
hole of the pit whence you were digged, and as you look 
magnify the transforming power of God’s grace. He did 
it! We did not save ourselves. We have not preserv- 
ed ourselves. We have not raised ourselves to places 
of honor. Every polished stone is the work of a mason. 
Every vesselis the work of a potter. God called Abra- 
ham when he was one, and made of him many. The 
national structure of Israel bears everywhere the marks 
of God’s chisel. Israel, a glorious vessel among the 
nations, bears the ineffaceable finger-prints of Jehovah. 
He has made it impossible for His people to forget their 
origin. The quarry whence He took the material is hard 


by the Temple which He has built. Thus Israel is for- 


ever connected with Abraham their father. All that 
God has done for His people was included in the promise 
made to their progenitor. Every Christian can trace his 
spiritual life to a humble beginning. The Lord called 
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hith when he was inert and lifeless. Jesus found him |~ 
in a rough, sinful state, and made him what he is. The 

marks of the Master’s chisel are on every stone. The 

finger-prints of the divine Potter are on every vessel. 

Jesus Christ is the author and perfecter of our faith. 

We owe everything toHim. Nathan reminded David, | 
the great monarch, that God had taken him from the 

sheepcote, and made him king over Israel. From the 

pastures of Bethlehem to the throne of Israel! The 

Lord did it, anditis marvelousinoureyes! Our history 

affords us much food four humble reflection. 

2. The lesson of gratitude. 

Our humble origin makes us feel humble. But it 
also awakens feelings of gratitude. Weare poor mate- 
rial. Why did the divine workman ever put His mas- 
terly hand onus? When we look at the quarry and 
the pit, we wonder at God’s great work. It is certain 
that none but an Almighty hand could have lifted us 
into this spiritual life. We will never cease to praise 
Him for hewing us from the rock, for digging us from 
the hole of the pit. He has done many things for us. 
His mercy has followed us all the days of our lives. He 
has given us many temporal and spiritual blessings. 
Often our hearts have overflowed with gratitude and 
love. But the greatest thing He ever did for us was to 
call us from darkness to light. The conversion of our 
souls is the starting- point, the beginning of our spirit- 
ual history. It is the great epoch in ourlives, the dawn 
of the new era. If He had not hewed us from the rock, 
nor digged us from the pit, what good would all His 
other blessings do us? We must ever go back to this 
great fact. The day of our new | birth is the one that 
we celebrate with the greatest joy. Sometimes we re- 
joice in the e things we do for Jesus. It is delightful to 
cast out demons in His name. But He tells us to re- 
joice most of all in the great thing that He has done for 
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us. ‘Rejoice that your names are written in heaven!” 
We can’t make too much of our conversion. It is un- 
doubtedly the first and greatest fact in our Christian 
life. Let all His mercies be kept in perpetual remem- 
brance. The path of our history is strewed with His 
blessings, and we may sing hosannas as we travel over 
it. But His most wonderful and most gracious work 
was done in the quarry when He hewed us out of the 
rough rock, or in the hole of the pit, when He digged 
us out. Our conversion from sin was the master-stroke 
of the divine workman, as it is the most important and 
most blessed thing in our whole history. We are 
Christians! He called us! He saved us! To be a Chris- 
tian is the greatest thing in the world! 

3. The lesson of hope. 

We have many discouragements. The Christian 
life is beset with many difficulties. The way is narrow 
and often very rough. Sometimes we almost despair of 
ever reaching heaven. We may turn to God’s word 
and find many precious passages that rekindle the light 
of hope. But we may also turn over the leaves of our 
own history and find many things that strengthen our 
hope in God. He has helped us so many times in the 
past, will He not help us now and always? Think of 
the.many..critical periods in your life. How marvel- 
ously God turned the scales in your favor! But the 
most inspiring fact in our history is our conversion. 
God hewed us from the rock; He digged us from the 
pit. Can He ever do a greater thing for us? If then 

| He has done the greatest thing for us, why should we 
/not trust Him for everything else? Christ died for us 
while we were yet in our sins; how then can we think 
that He will ever forsake us? “He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall 
He not also with Him freely give us all things!” The 
conversion of a soul from sin unto holiness is the great- 
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est work of God—greater than the creation of the world. 
This great work is the pledge of what He will yet do 
for us. He began the good work in us, and He will 
complete it. He has adopted us into His family, and 
He will provide for our future welfare. Not one of His 
little ones shall perish. We shall not want any good 
thing. He will make all things work together for our 
good. Surely He has given us strong consolation. To 
our souls the quarry and the pit are inspiring objects. 
Our origin constrains us to hope in God. 

The prophet saw the land of Israel in desolation. 
But when he looked back at the call of Abraham he 
had hope for the future. Once God had no nation. One 
man constituted His people. And that man was child- 
less, and a stranger in the land of promise. But the 
purpose of God did not fail. His promise was sure. 
“There sprang of one, and him as good as dead, so many 
-as the stars of heaven in multitude, and as the sand 
which is by the sea-shore, innumerable.” Could the 
present be more gloomy or unpromising than the past? 
The past inspired him with hope and enabled him to| 
prophesy good things for his nation. “The Lord hath 
comforted Zion: He hath comforted all her waste places 
and hath made her wilderness like Eden, and her des- 
ert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall 
be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of 
melody.” 

4. The lesson of faithfulness. 

On every page of the history of Israel you may 
find this lesson written—obedience. The history begins 
with the call of a faithful man. Abraham believed 
God. Through his faithfulness he became the friend of 
God and the father of the faithful. The Lord loved him 
and blessed him because he had a faithful heart. God 
made great promises to this faithful man and to his 
obedient children. Whenever the Israelites kept in 
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line with faithful Abraham, believed God and obeyed 
His commandments, He blessed them. Whenever they 
broke that line of faith, He cursed them. In no in- 
stance did God fail to bless His people when they 
obeyed Him. How many wonderful things He did for 
them because they trusted Him! And how many se- 
vere afflictions overtook them in the path of disobedi- 
ence! “Every transgression and disobedience received 
a just recompense of reward.” The Lord chastised 
them for their disobedience till they were covered with 
wounds and bruises and festering sores, ‘‘ from the sole 
of the foot even unto the head.” Some of His chastise- 
ments amaze us. His severity seems to be almost in- 
consistent with His love. But He cannot bless the un- 
faithful. And He wants His people to learn the lesson 
of obedience, that they may receive His blessing. He 
visits the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, to 
the third and fourth generation. But He shews mercy 
unto a thousand generations, of them that love Him 
and keep His commandments. 


Our own history teaches us the same lesson. Go- 


back to the quarry and the pit. Has not God always 
blessed you in the faithful performance of your duty ? 
Has He not always withheld His blessing in times of 
unfaithfulness? No faithful soul ever remained un- 
blessed, and no unfaithful soul ever found a blessing in 
disobedience. The way of the transgressor is hard. 
But the path of every faithful child of God shines: 
brighter and brighter until the dawning of the perfect 
day. Our own experience teaches us that the way of 
disobedience is a thorny, accursed road. Some of us 
can look back upon long periods of unfaithfulness, 
when we were unfruitful, unhappy, and unblest. And 
our experience teaches us also that the way of obedi- 
ence is the sure road to blessing. The Lord always re- 
wards faithful living. We look back upon our obedi- 
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ence to His commandments without a tear of regret, and 
without a sigh of disappointment. ‘The gifts and call- 
ing of God are without repentance.” ‘Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope that it waver not; for He is 
faithful that promised.” 
Every church also_has a history, and should not 
fail toTearn these lessons. God called this church into 


‘being. He hewed it from the rock. He digged it from 


the hole of the pit. And He has kept it alive until this 
day. The beginning was small and unpromising. The 
growth was laborious and slow. Is there a church in 
the City, or State, that did not begin in an insignificant 
way? When the brethrea organized this church they 
could not foresee all the failures and successes. that 
awaited them. But they put their trust in God. Many 
times they were discouraged and ready to give up. 
The cause seemed to be hopeless. But their faith did 
not fail. A few faithful souls remained at their post, 
and trusted God for better days. He did not forsake 
them. See how abundantly He has rewarded their la- 
bors! Nearly every church in the land owes its exist- 
ence to- day to the faithfulness of one or two members. 
I know a strong church that would have died, if it had 
not been for the faith of one man. All the other mem- 
bers wanted to abandon the organization. But he had 
faith in God. He made great sacrifices for the church— 
literally gave all he had to carry the church through 
that critical period. Through his efforts it lived, and 
became a large, useful church. Let none of our strong 
churches look with disfavor upon. weak, unpromising 
missions. The history of our own church certainly 
teaches us that it is wise to found and foster weak 
churches. He hewed us from the rock. He is a strong 
and wise Master-builder. We should not despise the 
day of small things. But let us as a church be true to our 
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own God-given history, and learn well the lessons that 
our Lord would teach us. 

God has a hand in our history. Blessed thought! 
We turn the pages, one by one, and read with emotion 
His gracious dealings with us. And we do not have to 
read between the lines to learn the solemn lessons of 
His providences. He has made everything plain to us. 
But will we take these _divine instructions to heart ? 
Will we keep i in line with His providential 1 dealings? 
Will we be true to our God-given history ? , It is a good 
thing to “break away from a_bad history. The sinner 
has to look back upon a horrible past. He is still in 
the rough quarry, stillin the hole of the pit. He has 
made a long, dark record which will confront him 
through all eternity. With what sorrow and remorse 
he will turn over the pages of his godless history! 
Every sin is written there—every idle word. The hor- 
rible story of his own life will be most unpleasant food 
for eternal contemplation. It would be a good thing if 
he would break away from that dreadful past. O, that 
a new and glorious era might dawn upon his life to-day! 
But it would be a calamity for the Christian to break 
away from his history. Our life had a glorious begin- 
ning. We have treasured up many precious memories 
of God’s grace. Can we ever forget what God has done 
for us? Can we cut the divine leading-strings, and 
walk alone? No! we must sti!l have His daily care. 
We have not been as faithful as we should have 
been. Many things must be regretted. Here we 
omitted aduty. There we transgressed His will. The 
closing year leaves us many unpleasant recollections. 
And great sorrows are inscribed on many pages of our 
history. We turn over the leaves with pain and tears. 
It is hard to be reconciled to all He has sent us. But 
we can read His love in every line of our history. And 
we will try to learn the lessons of His providence. Our 
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minds are dull, and our hearts are cold. We are not 
able to understand all that He says and does. But we 
will trust Him. Only alittle while remains. Then we 
shall know all. For we shall soon see Him as He is, 
and know as we are known. 
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